
he SASS Territorial Governor 
Summit has been a huge success 
since its inception, in 1999.  It 

has brought together representatives 
of SASS Affiliated Clubs from around 
the world to discuss and vote on issues 
concerning the sporting end of SASS, 
including proposed rule changes and 
modifications, national shooting pro-
grams and policies, shooting catego-
ries, membership concerns, and safety.  
This year will be no exception.  The 
following is an outline of the proce-
dures and schedule that will be fol-
lowed this year:

•	 The Territorial Governor Summit 
will take place over a four-day peri-
od, Thursday through Sunday.

•	 The first two days will be devot-
ed to open discussion of agenda 
items.  Each agenda item will be 
addressed in order and allowed 
adequate time for discussion.  The 
discussion periods will be limited 
to a maximum of three hours each 
day.  The Summit Moderator will 

monitor the discussion to ensure 
the group stays on subject.  Points 
not relative or pertinent to the 
agenda item will not allowed.

•	 At the end of the second discus-
sion session, voting issues will be 
confirmed and ballots handed out.  
Ballots must be returned to the 
Rivera Hotel West Registration 
Desk by 4:00 P.M.  Friday.

•	 The first order of business Satur
day morning will be Committee 
Meeting Reports.  This will take 
approximately an hour.  After the 
Committee Meeting Reports we are 
planning a Rules Clarification and 
Refresher Course.  This will be an 

open session, in which we will dis-
cuss rule clarifications and inter-
pretations.  We have several rules 
where interpretations widely vary, 
and we will be correcting this.  This 
should be a very interesting session, 
and you will not want to miss it. 

•	 Votes will be tabulated for distri-
bution Sunday morning.  Voting 
issues that receive a two-thirds or 
better majority vote are binding.  
Voting issues that receive between 
one-half and two-thirds vote will 
be sent out for ratification to all 
Territorial Governors.  After the 
vote discussion there will be a dis-
cussion of items from the floor.
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The Territorial Bulletin is the voice 
of the Territories and will accept 
submissions only from current 

Territorial Governors.

THE MATCH:
The SASS Indoor World Cham

pionship of Cowboy Action Shooting™ 
is a three-day, nine-stage shooting 
competition to be held December 7-
10, 2006 in Las Vegas’ Riviera Hotel 
during the 5th Annual SASS Con
vention and Wild West Christmas.  
Competitors will shoot provided fire-
arms and wax bullets at steel tar-
gets in a variety of Cowboy Action 
Shooting™ scenarios.  Competitors 
will be assigned to posses that will 
shoot in one of three shifts begin-
ning on Thursday, December 7—early 
morning, late morning, or afternoon.  
Shifts are designated as Red, White, 
and Blue, and each competitor will 

shoot three consecutive stages per 
day, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.  
Awards will be presented Sunday at 
the Convention Hall Stage.
Red - 8:30 - 10:30 a.m.
White - 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Blue - 1:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  -
           Territorial Governors Only

Switching or combining slots is 
NOT permitted.  

The match is limited to the first 
150 shooters. 

SASS RULES APPLY
•	 You must be a registered SASS 

Convention Conventioneer 
•	 You must be a SASS Member in 

good standing 

THE 2006 TERRITORIAL GOVERNORS SUMMIT
By Coyote Calhoun

DECEMBER 7, 8 & 9, 2006

(Continued on page �0)

SASS INDOOR
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP OF 

COWBOY ACTION SHOOTING

T

http://www.sassnet.com
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TG SUMMIT 2006 TERRITORIAL 
GOVERNORS MEETING AGENDA

1)	 Should the Uberti 1873 percus-
sion revolver be allowed as a 
Frontiersman Category revolver?

	 This was miss-worded last year and 
is being voted on again.  It was voted 
on in previous years as a legal main 
match revolver but not as a Fron
tiersman Category legal revolver.  

2)	 Should the Senior and Elder 
Statesman Categories be divided 
into smaller divisions by divid-
ing both by age: 60 to 65, 66 to 72, 
and 73 and up?  

	 This would accomplish dividing both 
categories and creating only one new 
category.  

3)	 Should we adopt the following 
Stage Conventions and docu-
ment them in the SASS Match 
Directors Guide?  

	 It is time we addressed a standard 
in “Understood Stage Behavior.”  A 
set of Stage Conventions are a list of 
standards every shooter is expected 
know and follow on every stage.  
These conventions are not “rules” 
since they can be over-ridden by 
stage design.  They are the standard 
defaults when nothing is specified.  
They are as follows:

STAGE CONVENTIONS
Unless stated otherwise in stage 

descriptions, all of the following applies 
in SASS matches:
1.	 All knockdown shotgun targets may be 

reengaged until down.
2.	 All knockdown targets (shotgun, rifle, or 

revolver) must go down to count.
3.	 All staged guns shall have their barrels 

pointed safely down range and, where 
possible, all long guns staged horizontally 
shall be staged where no part of the fire-
arm hangs over the edge.

4.	 Staged shotguns shall be open and 
empty.

5.	 Shooters may not start a stage with 
ammunition in hand.

6.	 Long guns shall be discarded open and 
empty with their barrels pointed safely 
down range.

7.	 Revolvers shall be returned to leather 
after the shooting string.

8.	 Revolvers shall be drawn and used in 
accordance with the shooter’s category.

9.	 Safe gun handling is the shooter’s respon-
sibility.  The 170-degree safety rule is in 

effect.  The basketball traveling rule is in 
effect when there is a live round under 
the hammer.

10.	If no starting position is given, the shoot-
er shall stand fully erect with revolv-
ers holstered, hands at his/her side, not 
touching any firearm.

11.	Cowboy port arms is defined as the butt 
of the long gun at or below the waist of 
the shooter, the muzzle at or above the 
shoulder, and the long gun held with both 
hands.  

12.	Interpersonal Conflicts WILL NOT be 
tolerated at this event.

4)	 Should we outlaw all short and 
long sleeve tee shirts and tank 
tops in all categories?

	 Note: Short sleeve blouses would 
remain acceptable only in ladies 
categories.

5)	 Should we change the penalty 
for shooting out of category as 
follows?

•	 First offense in a match is a 
Procedure Penalty.  The shooter 
must subsequently comply with the 
category requirements or change 
category.

•	 Second offense in the same match 
is a Stage Disqualification.

•	 Third offense in the same match 
is a Match Disqualification?  

	 At the present time the penalty for 
shooting out of category is a pro-
cedure for each stage the shooter 
violates the rule.  This includes, but 
is not limited to, not wearing the 
specified number of items in Classic 
Cowboy, not making enough smoke 
in the blackpowder categories, and 
shooting with a two handed grip in a 
Duelist category

6)	 Should we make the following 
changes in our scoring process-
es for both time and rank scored 
matches?  

•	 Match Disqualification
	 Eliminate the shooter from ALL 

AWARDS.  All times are erased.  
•	 Stage Disqualification
	 Shooter is given a disqualification 

for the stage only.  Shooter can over-
come the penalty and may win a cat-
egory award over another shooter.

•	 Did Not Finish
	 Disregard overall scores so the shoot-

er cannot finish in front of anyone 
who shoots all the stages.  Does not 
affect other potential awards such as 
stage wins.  

	   These following items were dis-
cussed at Regional and state Terri
torial Governor Meetings and were 
found to have no merit, therefore 
they will not appear on the TG Sum
mit Agenda and will not be voted on.  

•	 Should we re-instate the require-
ment of a “minimum velocity.”  If so, 
should this requirement of a mini-
mum velocity be by caliber?  

•	 Should all of the Traditional Shoo
ting categories be allowed to use the 
Gunfighter Style when appropriate?  

•	 Is it time to limit the number of 
shot shells a shooter can pull at 
one time regardless of what model 
shotgun they are using?  Double 
barrel shotgun shooters are limited 
to pulling two shells, which already 
places the double barrel shooter at 
a disadvantage.  

•	 Is it time to eliminate the Modern 
category?  

	    Should we allow the use of .410 cal-
iber or 28-gauge shotgun in the Sen
ior or Elder Statesman Categories?  

Items for open discussion
•	 Should we revamp the Modern and 

(Continued on next page)
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TERRITORIAL GOVERNOR 
SUMMIT SCHEDULE

the Traditional Categories?  An idea 
was discussed at the New England 
and Mid-West Regional Territorial 
Governors Meeting to make the 
Modern Category an open category 
in which all SASS legal firearms 
(Fixed or Adjustable Sighted) and 
ammunition can be used.  Then, 
redefine the Traditional Category 
as a true “Traditional” Category, 
allowing only the traditional cali-
bers of .25-20, .32-20, .38-40, .44-40, 
and .45 Colt.  Ammunition could be 
smokeless or blackpowder.  Revol
vers would be limited to full-size 
fixed-sight handguns.  Rifles and 
shotguns would be all SASS legal 
rifles and shotguns.  There would be 
no clothing requirements other than 
the SASS minimum.  

•	 In light of a recent accident, should 
we mandate all firearms remain on 
the loading table until the shooter is 
called to the shooting line or to the 
expediter position?

(Continued from previous page)

Wednesday, December 6:
1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Territorial Governors Check-In – 
You must check-in in order to vote. 
Riviera Hotel West Registration Desk

Wednesday, December 6:
6:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.
Governors Cocktail Mixer
SASS Hospitality Suite #6407

Thursday, December 7:
8:00 A.M. – 9:00 A.M.
Territorial Governors Check-In – 
You must check-in in order to vote. 
Top of the Riv 

Thursday, December 7:
9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
Governor Summit – Session I
Agenda Item Discussions
Top of the Riv 

Thursday, December 7:
1:30 P.M. – 3:00 P.M.
SASS Regional Match Directors 
Meeting
SASS Skybox TBA
Regional Match Organizers Only 

Thursday, December 7:
3:00 P.M. – 6:00 P.M.
RO Committee and Modification 
Committee Meeting
SASS Skybox TBA
RO Committee and Modification 
Committee Members Only 

Friday, December 8:
9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
Governor Summit – Session II
Agenda Items Discussions
Ballots Distributed
Ballots are to be returned to the 
Riviera Hotel West Registration 
Desk by 4:00PM
Top of the Riv 

Friday, December 8:
12:30 P.M. – 1:30 P.M.
Hall of Fame Induction
Grande Ball Room

Friday, December 8:
2:30 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.
SASS State Championship Match 
Directors Meeting
SASS Skybox TBA
State Match Organizers and 
Regional Match Organizers Only  

Friday, December 8:
6:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.
Governor Cocktail Reception and 
hors d’ouvres
SASS Hospitality Suite #6407 

Saturday, December 9:
9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
Governor Summit – Session III
Committee Meeting Reports
Rules Clarification and Refresher 
Course – All Invited
Top of the Riv 

Sunday, December 10:
10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
Governor Summit – Session IV
Voting Results/Open Discussion 
Top of the Riv

e

MOVING THE BULLETIN 
WITH TIME

The Single Action Shooting 
Society’s Territorial Bulletin will 

make the transition to e-mail distri-
bution with the December issue.  

The September issue has been 
distributed by both mail and e-mail.  
Please check the e-mail address on 
your September mailing label to 
confirm the SASS office has your 
correct address.  If the listed e-mail 

address is incorrect or left blank 
please contact the SASS office to 
make the appropriate changes.  The 
bulletin will also be posted on the 
new Territorial Governor Bulletin 
Archive web page for your conve-
nience.  

If you have any questions please 
contact the SASS Affiliated Clubs 
Administrator at 877-411-SASS.

/
e

http://www.sassnet.com/Conv-Governors-Summit-001A.php
mailto:aimee@sassnet.com
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Minutes from 
END of TRAIL 2006 

Territorial Governors Meeting
Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Belle Union Saloon
3:00 PM – 5:00 PM

Presiding: 	 Coyote Calhoun, 
			   SASS #201
Wild Bunch Present: 
			   Coyote Calhoun, 
			   SASS #201, 
			   Hipshot, SASS #7, 
			   Tex, SASS #4

There were 76 Territorial Governors 
present.  

Coyote Calhoun opened the meeting 
by thanking all the Territorial Gover
nors working as Range Officers.  The 
items for discussion were:
1.	 Should the Senior Category be 

divided into smaller divisions?  
A Territorial Governor stated he 
hosted a State Championship and 
split the Senior category in half.  It 
was a big success.  
	 The majority vote was in favor of 
dividing the Senior category.

2.	 Should we re-instate the 
requirement for a “minimum 
velocity?”  
There was no discussion.  
The majority vote was to leave the 
present non-rule alone.  

3.	 Should all of the Traditional-
style shooting categories be 
allowed to

	 use the Gunfighter-style when 
appropriate?  
The majority vote was no.  

4.	 Is it time to limit the number 
of shot shells a shooter can 
pull at one time regardless of 
what model shotgun they are 
using?  
There was no discussion.
Majority voted no.

5.	 Is it time to eliminate the 
Modern category?  
Coyote Calhoun stated there are 36 
shooting categories.  The Modern 
category has dwindled in recent 

years.  The largest category at END 
of TRAIL is 49’er with 147 (Ladies 
49’er total 50 and 49’er totaled 
97 shooters) and Modern only 65 
(Ladies Modern 19 and Modern 46 
shooters).  
	 A Territorial Governor stated, if 
we eliminate Modern, those 65 will 
move into the 49er category.  Leave 
it alone.
	 Barkeeps stated he shoots 
Modern and likes it.  
	 The majority vote ruled in favor 
of keeping the Modern category.

6.	 Is it time we addressed a stan-
dard in stage writing and a 
standard in “Understood Stage 
Behavior?”  Should Stage 
Conventions be added in the 
SASS Shooters Handbook?

PROPOSED 
STAGE CONVENTIONS

… or a few things you should know 
about every stage …

1.  	 All knockdown shotgun targets 
may be reengaged until down.

2.  	 All knockdown targets (shotgun, 
rifle, or revolver) must go down 
to count.

3.  	 All staged guns shall have their 
barrels pointed safely down­
range.

4.  	 Staged shotguns shall be open 
and empty.

5.  	 Shooters may not start a stage 
with ammunition in hand.

6.  	 Long guns shall be discarded 
open and empty with their bar­
rels pointed safely down range.

7.  	 Unless otherwise stated, revol­
vers are returned to leather after 
the shooting string.

8.  	 Revolvers are drawn and used 
in accordance with the shooter’s 
category.

9.  	 Safe gun handling is the shooter’s 
responsibility.  The 170–degree 
safety rule is in effect.  When there 
is a live round under the hammer, 
the basketball traveling rule is in 
effect.

10.	 Where possible, all long guns 
shall be staged where no part of 
the firearm hangs over the edge.

11.	 Unless otherwise stated in the 
stage description, shooters shall 
start with revolvers holstered and 
hands not touching any firearm.

12.	 If no starting position is given, 
the shooter shall stand fully 
erect with hands at their side not 
touching revolvers.

13.	 Interpersonal Conflicts WILL 
NOT be tolerated at this event.

Coyote Calhoun suggested add-
ing Stage Conventions to the SASS 
Shooters Handbook.  This issue sparked 
considerable discussion.  

Defining port arms was left out of 
the list and is described as butt of long 
gun at or below the waist and muzzle at 
or above the shoulder.  San Juan asked 
it also be defined as holding it with two 
hands.

The Elder Kate stated she wants to 
run the match the way she wants to.  
Coyote Calhoun stated we are not try-
ing to tell you how to run your match.  
Any of these standard behaviors can be 
overridden by stage description.  It may 
be best stated at the beginning of the 
list that “unless otherwise stated in the 
stage description one must adhere to 
the following:” 

Questions from 
Territorial Governors: 

Stage Convention #1
There was some discussion about why 

(Continued on next page)
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we pick up shotgun targets.  Some did 
not like being able to pick up shotgun 
targets, but it was pointed out picking 
up a shotgun target is optional.  
Stage Convention #10 

This gave the impression to some 
TG’s they would have to build boxes.  
Coyote Calhoun replied, absolutely not.  
This rule has been used at END of 
TRAIL for the last four years, and if 
the area was not long enough the long 
gun was staged safely with at least the 
back of the trigger guard staged on the 
table.  It was also asked if this was to 
eliminate vertical staging of long guns?  
Coyote Calhoun answered “no.”  You can 
still vertically stage long guns, and this 
rule would only apply to horizontally 
staged long guns.  
Stage Convention #12

San Quinton explained, the problem 
is people starting with their hands on 
the gun trying to find every loop hole in 
the stage.  Coyote Calhoun stated this 
will give the shooter a starting place, 
unless otherwise stated in the stage 
description.  One Territorial Governor 
suggested changing hand position to 
hat, not side.  

The majority vote ruled in favor of 
the Stage Conventions to the SASS 
Shooters Handbook.  

OPEN FLOOR
1.	 Propose only make rule chang-

es once every two years.  
A Territorial Governor asked, “does 
this mean the Territorial Governor 
Summit only be every two years?”  
This would not be feasible, Coyote 
Calhoun stated.  

2.	 The question was asked as to 
why no penalties were speci-
fied for some infractions.  
Coyote Calhoun stated the RO 
Committee has been working on 
correcting some of the omissions in 
the RO Materials.  

3.	 It was suggested we shouldn’t 
add a rule about taking one 
out.  
Laughter from audience.

4.	 Shooters are looking less and 
less period correct, and the 
clubs are noticing less period 
clothing on ladies.  
A Territorial Governor stated if 
a Match Director sees it to be a 
problem the Match Director needs 
to address it.  Tex stated, we expect 
people to do it.  There is no need 
for a penalty.  Just tell them to fix 
it.  A Territorial Governor stated 

the problem needs to be solved at 
a local level, and it is a problem for 
both men and women.  

5.	 Lobo Joe suggested rank points 
by category should be used to 
score major matches instead of 
overall.  
Coyote Calhoun stated State and 
local Championships can score any 
way they wish.  Regional officials 
voted to do all Regional Cham
pionships using overall rank.  San 
Quinton stated State and Territorial 
Blackpowder Matches are rank 
scored by category.  Categories are 
not equal.  

6.	 Happy Jack stated shooter 
“restarts” are getting out of 
hand.  
People are asking for too many and 
not giving good reasons.  He stated 
he can’t refuse.  Coyote Calhoun 
stated you can request a restart, 
but you don’t always have to give 
it.  Happy Jack stated he thinks 
there needs to be a change in the 
rules.  Coyote Calhoun stated he is 
not personally seeing the problem 
being abused.  (Clapping hands)  
The Range Officer should notice the 
situation and correct it if abused.  

7.	 A clarification was requested 
… does the stage start when 
the trigger is first pulled, even 
if the round is a squib … or not 
until the first round actually 
goes down range?  
A reshoot is warranted until the 
first round actually goes down 
range.  If the first round is a squib, 
the shooter gets a reshoot.

8.	 Gunfighter can shoot five and 
holster, then redraw and shoot 
five more.  
Coyote Calhoun stated the 
Territorial Governors changed 
the Gunfighter rules at the last 
Summit.  The Gunfighter may shoot 
five, place the revolvers on a safe 
place (i.e., table or bar), perform 
another sequence, and then pick 
the revolvers back up and shoot 
five more.  There was some confu-
sion at Mule Camp as to whether 
the Gunfighter could do this or it 
had to be written into the scenario.  
Coyote stated we don’t have to tell 
the Gunfighter how to handle his 
guns.  If there is a safe place to 
stage the revolvers, the Gunfighter 
makes up his own mind as to what 
works best for him.  

9.	 Why can gunfighters set down 
two revolvers and then pick 

them up, and you can’t set down 
a long gun and pick it up?  
Coyote answered revolvers and 
rifles are not the same.  All three 
guns are different and rules that 
apply to revolvers do not apply to 
rifles or shotguns.  All this infor-
mation is in the SASS Shooter’s 
Handbook.  

10.	 When is the penalty assessed 
when an empty round is left 
on the carrier of a rifle or in a 
shotgun?  
The penalty is a minor safety, and it 
is not assessed until you engage the 
next firearm.  

11.	 If the shotgun is the last firearm, 
the Shooters Handbook says the 
shells are to be removed at the 
end of the string, is it alright 
once you get to the unloading 
table to still have a shell in 
your shotgun?  
The answer is yes and no.  We don’t 
assess the penalty unless the next 
firearm or action is engaged, and 
since there are none in this case, 
the answer is no.  But, the Hand
book requires clearing after the 
string so we may have a conflict 
that needs resolving by the RO 
Committee.  

12.	 If a shooter shoots their ‘97 
shotgun and the shell does not 
come out, is it a malfunction?  
If a malfunction is declared before 
the shotgun is put down, there is 
no call.  If a malfunction is not 
declared and another firearm is 
discharged before the ’97 is cleared, 
it is a minor safety.  If the ’97 is the 
last firearm used, and no malfunc-
tion has been declared, it will be 
the same case as the double bar-
reled shotgun above.  Need clarifi-
cation in SASS Shooters Handbook.  
Coyote Calhoun will work on the 
clarification.  

12.	 Should we have Senior catego-
ries for all categories?  (e.g., 
senior gunfighter) 
Coyote Calhoun stated we need 
numbers to justify.

(Continued from previous page)
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SASS invited all SASS Mounted Club Presidents, Club 
Representatives, Territorial Governors, and Regulators 

to the Round Table Meeting at END of TRAIL.  Others were 
invited to listen in on the discussion.  The purpose of this meet-
ing was to discuss the future of SASS Mounted Shooting.

Here’s what was discussed:

The SASS National Mounted Shooting Program
SASS has over 500 affiliated clubs.  30 of these are Mounted 

Shooting clubs.  The SASS Mounted Shooting program is 
not nearly as active as SASS’ Action Shooting program even 
through SASS has made many efforts to enhance its Mounted 
Shooting program.  In the past two years, SASS has bolstered 
its national Mounted Shooting program by requiring SASS 
Regional Action Championships to pursue Mounted Shooting.  
Many of the matches did so with varying results.  For the past 
three years SASS has produced its National Mounted Cham
pionships during Winter Range, with this past year having 
more than 30 shooters.  SASS continues to present the World 
Championship of SASS Mounted Shooting at END of TRAIL, 
this year hosting more than 60 shooters.  SASS also encour-
ages its State Championships to embrace Mounted Shooting 
and provides incentives for affiliated clubs that do.

New SASS Mounted Full-Time Staffer
SASS added a new staff member to work primarily with the 

mounted clubs and help build the program.  Aim Me Home has 
already begun to help redesign the mounted club affiliation 
materials and put together our new SASS Mounted Shooting 
DVDs that will be available in the next few weeks.  Aim Me 
Home can be reached Monday through Friday at the SASS office 
and can be e-mailed direct at aimee@sassnet.com.

Equestrian Event Insurance with Gillingham 
& Associates

SASS’ policy covers any and all Mounted Shooting orga-
nization’s events, including parades, exhibitions, practices, 
monthly matches, MSA, and CMSA events.

In light of recent developments in which some club insur-
ance policies cover only the matches sponsored by an individual 
organization, SASS has developed a reasonable cost program 
that not only provides the basic liability coverage required 
for SASS Club Affiliation, but covers all equestrian shooting 
events.  SASS has endorsed Gillingham & Associates Great 
Outdoor Insurance Program as a preferred insurance carrier 
for its Affiliated Clubs Program.  The policies, which are writ-
ten directly with each individual SASS Affiliated Club, will 
automatically make SASS additionally insured and cover both 
Action and Mounted Shooting activities regardless of which 
organization hosts its events.  In order to receive the preferred 
status insurance coverage, clubs must be SASS Affiliated at the 
time of application.  http://www.sassnet.com/greatoutdoorsin 
suranceapplication.pdf

Mounted Shooters Registry
The new SASS Mounted Shooters Registry has 500 mem-

bers and is growing daily.  It is designed to inform Mounted 
Shooters from all organizations of news about Cowboy 
Mounted Shooting as it relates to SASS.  

Territorial Governors
At last year’s SASS Convention more than 250 Territorial 

Governors representing 450 clubs participated in the Territorial 
Governors Summit.  Of those less than 10 were represent-
ing Mounted Shooting clubs.  The participation among SASS 
Mounted Affiliated clubs’ TGs is non-existent.  SASS is exploring 
other avenues to stimulate communication between the clubs, 
and several ideas have been discussed.  SASS will have mee
tings for Mounted Club affiliates at the 2006 SASS Convention, 
and these meetings will be open to all SASS Mounted Shooters.  
Governors will be recognized, but all can vote and the vote will 
count.  Members are encouraged to attend and help by adding 
their opinions to the future of SASS Mounted Shooting.  The 5th 
SASS Convention and Wild West Christmas takes place at the 
Riviera Hotel in Las Vegas, December 7-10, 2006.

SASS Mounted Shooting Advisory Board
SASS is in the process of creating a National Advisory Board 

for its Mounted Shooting program.  This board will be given 
the task of presenting issues from their respective regions to 
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(Continued on next page)

Presiding: 
Chiz, SASS #392 – SASS Mounted Shooting Director

Moderating: 
Johnnie Concho, SASS #2926 
& Wildcat Kate, SASS #7873

– SASS Mounted Shooting National Spokespersons

END of TRAIL - SASS MOUNTED SHOOTING 
ROUND TABLE MEETING

http://www.sassnet.com
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The SASS Territorial Governor Summit has been a huge 
success since its inception in 1999.  It has brought together 

representatives of SASS Affiliated Clubs from around the 
world to discuss and vote on issues concerning the sporting 
end of SASS, including proposed rule changes and modifica-
tions, national shooting programs and policies, shooting cat-
egories, membership concerns, and safety.

The SASS Mounted Shooting Summit is based on the same 
principals but is focused solely on SASS Mounted Shooting.  
The SASS Mounted Shooting Summit is a two-day meeting 
that will include presentations, open discussion, agenda items, 
and issue voting.  It is open to all confirmed SASS Mounted 
Shooters that meet the following criteria:
•	 Registered as a SASS Convention Conventioneer
•	 Confirmed SASS Mounted Shooting Member
•	 Registered to participate in the SASS Mounted Shooting 

Summit

The following is an outline of the procedures 
and schedule that will be followed:

•	 The SASS Mounted Shooting Summit will take place over a 
two-day period, Friday and Saturday, December 8-9, 2006.

•	 The official agenda will provided to each Summit partici-
pant upon pre-registration and may be previewed on the 

SASS Mounted Web site and Wire.
•	 Day one will be devoted to presentations and open discus-

sion of agenda items.  Each agenda item will be 			
addressed in order and allowed adequate time for discus-
sion.  The discussion periods will be limited to a maximum 
of three hours each day.  The Summit Moderator will moni-
tor the discussion to ensure the group stays 			 
on subject.  Points not relative or pertinent to the agenda 
item will not be allowed.

•	 Day two will be devoted to ballot voting and open discus-
sion.  Voting issues will be confirmed and ballots handed 
out.  Ballots must be returned to the Rivera Hotel West 
Registration Desk by 4:00 P.M.  Saturday.

•	 Votes will be tabulated for distribution Sunday morning.  
Voting issues that receive a two-thirds or better majority 
vote are binding.  Voting issues that receive between one-
half and two-thirds vote will be sent to the SASS Mounted 
Shooting Advisory Board for ratification.

NOTE: YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER EITHER ON-SITE 
OR BY CONTACTING 

AIM ME HOME AT THE SASS OFFICE 
aimee@sassnet.com – 877-411-SASS.

SASS MOUNTED SHOOTING 
SUMMIT 2006

By Chiz, SASS #392
Mounted Shooting Director

Schedule

Thursday, December 7:
1:00 P.M.  – 5:00 P.M.
SASS Mounted Shooting Summit 
Check-In and Pre-Registration.  
You must register and check-in 
in order to vote.
* Riviera Hotel West Registration     
  Desk

Friday, December 8:
8:00 A.M.  – 9:00 A.M.
SASS Mounted Shooting Summit 
Check-In and Pre-Registration.  
You must register and check-in 
in order to vote.
* Riviera Hotel West Registration     
  Desk

Friday, December 8:
9:00 A.M.  – 12:00 P.M.
SASS Mounted Shooting Summit 
– Session I
SASS Presentations
Agenda Item Discussions
* SASS Sky Box TBA

Friday, December 8:
12:30 P.M.  – 1:30 P.M.
Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
* Grande Ball Room – 
Attendance is Free

Friday, December 8:
2:30 P.M.  – 4:00 P.M.
SASS State Championship Match 
Directors Meeting
* SASS Skybox TBA

State Match Organizers 
and Regional Match 

Organizers Only

*   *   *
Saturday, December 9:
9:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
SASS Mounted Shooting Summit 
– Session II
Ballots Distributed
Open Discussion
* SASS Sky Box TBA

Sunday, December 10:
10:00 A.M.  – 12:00 P.M.
Voting Results Available
* Riviera Hotel West Registration     
  Desk

END of TRAIL - SASS MOUNTED SHOOTING ROUND TABLE MEETING . . .

SASS in an effort to provide a voice to its 
Mounted Shooting members.  Similar to 
other Mounted Shooting organizations, 
the advisory board will consist of mem-
bers from around the nation who will 
communicate via e-mail and through an 

annual meeting at the SASS Convention 
to bring consensus to and act upon issues 
affecting SASS Mounted Shooting.

SASS Mounted Shooting 
Point Standings

SASS will premiere its on-line 

Mounted Shooting Point Standings pro-
gram in September.  The program will 
track the points of Mounted Shooting 
SASS Members who compete at SASS 
Affiliated matches.  Points will be 
issued for Annual Matches and above, 

(Continued from previous page)

(Continued on page 12)
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TERRITORIAL GOVERNORS MEETING
The Great Nor’easter

July 28, 2006
12 Territorial Governors Attending
Coyote Calhoun Presiding  
Coyote Calhoun opened the meeting with introductions and 

welcome to all.
•	 Should we split the Senior Category?
	 All were in favor of splitting the Category.  Coyote intro-

duce the idea of splitting both the Senior and the Elder 
Statesman Categories in thirds.  (i.e., 60 to 66, 67 to 73, 
and 73 and above.)  Most were in favor of this split.  

•	 Should we reinstate the minimum velocity rule?  
If so, should it be by caliber?

	 NO.  Most TG’s have not seen a problem, and it would be 
too hard to enforce.  

•	 Should all of the Traditional style shooting cate-
gories be allowed to use the Gunfighter shooting 
style when appropriate?

	 The answer was a resounding “NO.”  
•	 Should we limit the number of shotgun shells a 

shooter can pull at one time?
	 NO, HELL NO.  Stage design can handle this.  
•	 Should we eliminate the Modern Category?
	 The answer is NO.  Captain Morgan Rum offered the 

idea to strengthen both the Modern and Traditional 
Categories by making changes in both.  He suggested to 
change the Modern Category to allow all legal firearms, 
adjustable and non-adjustable sights, and all calibers.  
Then change the Traditional Category to a “Traditional 
Category” where the use of only traditional calibers is 
allowed (e.g., .32-20, .38-40, .44-40, .45 Colt).  There was 
support for this change and some discussion of perhaps 
different shotguns being allowed in the new categories.  
This may be a good discussion topic for the Convention.  

•	 Should we adopt Stage Conventions?  (Printed else-
where in this Bulletin.)

	 Most agree, there needs to be a standard if not spelled 
out in the stage description.  

•	 Should we allow Seniors and/or Elder Statesmen 
to use .410 caliber or 28-guage shotguns?

	 NO, HELL NO.  Most feel 12-guage shotguns can be 
loaded lighter.  

~ Meeting Adjourned ~ 

                                                                                    
                                                                         

TERRITORIAL GOVERNORS MEETING
The Guns of August

August 10, 2006
15 Territorial Governors Attending
Coyote Calhoun Presiding  
Coyote Calhoun opened the meeting with introductions and 

welcome to all.
•	 Should we split the Senior Category?
	 All were in favor of splitting the Senior Category by age.  

Coyote introduced the idea of splitting both the Senior and 
the Elder Statesman Categories in thirds.  (i.e., 60 to 66, 67 
to 73, and 73 and above.)  Most in attendance thought this 
would be a better alternative than just splitting the Senior 
Category in half.

•	 Should we eliminate the Modern Category?
	 The answer is NO, but there is some support for changing 

the Modern and the Traditional Categories.  The sug-
gestion was to change the Modern Category to allow all 
legal firearms, adjustable and non-adjustable sights, and 
all calibers.  Then change the Traditional Category to a 
“Traditional Category” where the use of only traditional 
calibers is allowed (e.g., .32-20, .38-40, .44-40, .45 Colt).  
There was support for this change and some discussion of 
perhaps some different shotguns being allowed in the new 
categories.  

•	 Should we reinstate the minimum velocity rule?  If 
so, should it be by caliber?

	 NO, HELL NO.  Most TG’s have not seen a problem.  
•	 Should we limit the number of shotgun shells a 

shooter can pull at one time?
	 NO, HELL NO.  Stage design can handle this.  
•	 Should we adopt Stage Conventions?  (Printed else-

where in this Bulletin.)
	 Most agree there needs to be a standard if not spelled out 

in the stage description.  Some were concerned about the 
long gun staging.  

•	 Do we need to look at our scoring practices?  If a 
person receives a Stage DQ should they be able to 
win their category?

	 Most agree a Stage DQ should not be equated to a Match 
DQ, thus allowing a shooter to receive a Stage DQ and still 
be able to win their category.  Should this also be the case 
with a DNF?  Most felt that if you did not finish the match 
you should not be allowed to win.  

•	 Should we strengthen the penalty for shooting out 
of category?

	 Now, the penalty for shooting out of category is a procedure.  
This includes not wearing the correct number of items in 
Classic cowboy, not making enough smoke in the black-
powder categories, and shooting two handed in a Duelist 
category.  After some discussion, most felt this should be 
changed to a procedure for the first offense, a Stage DQ 
for the second, and another Stage DQ, which would result 
in a Match DQ for the third offense.  The shooter should 
be given the chance to change categories after the first 

TERRITORIAL GOVERNORS 
MEETINGS

q q
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offense if they cannot comply with the requirements of the 
category they are in.

Other Discussion Items:
All of the Kentucky Territorial Governors have petitioned 

SASS to move to the Mid-West Regional—Guns of August.  
Both of the Regional Directors have agreed and SASS sees no 
reason not to accommodate the move.  All were in favor.

Indy Kid asked if shooting blackpowder could be added as 
an option to the Classic Cowboy list of required items.  Most 
did not see a problem.  

There was a suggestion to open END of TRAIL’s Bell Union 
earlier.  

Several Canadian shooters asked if SASS could look into 
The Cowboy Chronicle postage rates, to see if some saving could 
be found in mailing The Cowboy Chronicle to Canada.  

In light of the recent accident at the Illinois SASS State 
Championship, Knifemaker asked if we should consider leav-
ing all guns (including revolvers) on the loading table until 
called to the line or to the Expediter Position?  Several clubs 
are doing this now.  This would take the temptation away from 
“fiddling” with the hammers on your pistols.  All agreed this 
should be discussed.  

~ Meeting Adjourned ~ 

TERRITORIAL GOVERNORS MEETING
Hell on Wheels ‘06

TG’s in Attendance: Charles Bolton, Dirty Bob, Hawkeye 
Sam, More or Les, Hard Twist, Brazos Cain, Boots Robb, 
Wicked Felina, JT Wild, Kid Karen, Otter Deputy, Big Hat, 
Mountain Moose, Rawah, Hulahan Bob, Gingles, TA Chance, 
and Slow Poke WY
Meeting Called to order by TA Chance, at 4:30 p.m.  6/29/06
•	 Split the Senior Division? 
	 It was proposed Seniors be classified by age: Seniors 

– 60-64 and Super Seniors – 65-69. By straw poll, 75% 
of the TG’s in attendance recommended this new split be 
approved for all state matches and above.  

•	 Drop the Modern Category?  
	 Straw Poll was taken, and 50% of the TG’s voted to drop the 

category.
•	 Which should be used at state and Regional match-

es—rank points or overall time?  
	 The consensus was to let the clubs choose which scoring 

method they prefer to use.  
•	 How many shotgun shells can be held in hand dur-

ing the course of fire?  
	 The unanimously consensus was this should not be regu-

lated.
•	 Are there were any problems with the 15 grains of 

blackpowder rule?  
	 Two TG’s believe this is an issue, however the majority of 

TG’s in attendance did not see a problem and will continue 
to enforce the 15-grain rule on the books.

•	 Should the DQ forward rule be dropped in order to 
get more shooters to compete in the side matches 
prior to the main shoot events?  

	 Slowpoke WY mentioned the research he had done regard-
ing the rule and the legality of allowing a shooter to 
compete in a main match after receiving a serious safety 
DQ from the side matches (e.g., dropped loaded firearm.)  
Slowpoke recommended the rule stay in effect throughout 
the event to protect range insurance.  

•	 Should the 5-second miss penalty be increased to 

7.5 seconds?  
	 Why?  Who knows, but the TG’s in attendance shot it 

down.  
•	 What can be done to promote more junior and 

buckaroo shooters?  
	 All the governors in attendance agreed we need to recruit 

more young shooters, and some are currently making 
efforts toward this goal.  SASS should be encouraged by all 
governors in this endeavor.

~ Meeting adjourned at 6:15pm ~

TERRITORIAL GOVERNORS MEETING
The Shootout at Mule Camp

May 25, 2006
28 Territorial Governors Attending.
Coyote Calhoun Presiding 

Coyote Calhoun opened the meeting with introductions and 
welcome to all.
•	 Should we split the Senior Category?
	 All were in favor of splitting the Category.  Coyote intro-

duce the idea of splitting both the Senior and the Elder 
Statesman Categories in thirds.  (i.e., 60 to 66, 67 to 73, and 
73 and above.)  Most were in favor of this split.  

•	 Should we reinstate the minimum velocity rule?  If 
so, should it be by caliber?

	 NO, most TG’s have not seen a problem, and it would be too 
hard to enforce.  

•	 Should all of the Traditional style shooting catego-
ries be allowed to use the Gunfighter shooting style 
when appropriate?

	 The answer was a resounding NO.  
•	 Should we limit the number of shotgun shells a 

shooter can pull at one time?
	 NO, HELL NO.  Stage design can handle this.  
•	 Should we eliminate the Modern Category?
	 Although the category is not growing, then feeling was not 

to eliminate it.  
•	 Should we adopt Stage Conventions?  (Printed else-

where in this Bulletin.)
	 Most agree, there needs to be a standard if not spelled out 

in the stage description.  
Open discussion

There was a lengthy discussion regarding the Blackpowder 
Standard.  Bullet weight makes a difference.  There were 
several shooters challenged during the Blackpowder Shootout 
today, and four of the six failed to make enough smoke.  The 
standard is working.  

There also was a lengthy discussion of the new rule that 
allows Gunfighters to lay their revolvers down in a safe place 
while continuing with another firearm and then coming back 
to them.  The confusion was whether the Gunfighter could 
do it when he wanted to or only if the Match Director or 
stage description specifically allowed it.  It was clarified, the 
Gunfighter makes the decision to place his/her revolvers down 
safely, and it is not mandated by the Match Director.  

~ Meeting Adjourned ~

(Continued on page10)

q q
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•	 Territorial Governors who wish to 
shoot must shoot the Blue Cycle - 
1:30 - 3:30 p.m.  

•	 Entry Fee is $90 and includes all 
ammunition and firearms.

SHOOTING CATEGORIES
The SASS Indoor Cowboy Action 

Shooting™ World Championship is open 
to all smokeless, non-modern categories 
only—Traditional, Ladies Traditional, 
Duelist, Ladies Duelist, Senior Duelist, 
Gunfighter, Ladies Gunfighter, Classic 
Cowboy, Classic Cowgirl, Junior Boy 
(12-16), Junior Girl (12-16), 49er, Ladies 
49er, Senior (+60), Ladies Senior (+60), 
Elder Statesman (+70), Grande Dame 
(+70), “B” Western, and “B” Western 
Ladies.

MANDATORY SHOOTER 
SAFETY MEETINGS

Mandatory Shooter Safety Meetings 
will take place on Thursday, December 
7, thirty (30) minutes prior to each 
posse’s first scheduled shoot time.  For 
the Red Cycle the safety meeting will 
take place at 8:00 a.m., for the White 
Cycle the safety meeting will take place 
at 10:00 a.m.  and for the Blue Cycle 
the safety meeting will take place at 
1:00.  You are required to attend your 

designated safety meeting.
SHOOTING SUPPLIES

You must be dressed in regulation 
attire and must wear your SASS badge 
at all times during the competition.  
•	 DO NOT BRING FIREARMS – All 

firearms will be supplied.  
•	 DO NOT BRING GUN LEATHER 

– All firearms will be staged.
•	 DO NOT BRING AMMUNITION 

– All ammunition will be provided 
and is included in your entry fee.

AMMUNITION
Each stage will consist of 10 rounds 

of revolver, 9 rounds of rifle, and 2 
rounds of shotgun.

All revolvers and rifles will be in .45 
caliber.  Revolvers will shoot standard 
.45 caliber wax bullets using a stan-
dard large pistol primer as the propel-
lant.  All rifles will shoot .32 caliber 
wax bullets in a custom designed car-
tridge using a standard pistol primer 
as the propellant.  All shotguns will be 
12 gauge using a .45 caliber wax bullet 
and a standard shotgun primer as the 
propellant.

All components used in the compe-
tition remain the property of SASS.  
DO NOT pick up brass or attempt to 
remove spent brass or shells from the 

(Continued from page 1)

TERRITORIAL GOVERNORS MEETING
Smoke in the Valley 2006

Presiding: Hipshot
In attendance: T.A. Chance, Dirty Bob, Adobe Walls Shooter, 
Texas Dude, Wrangel, More or Les, Pecos Clyde, Ole Dead Eye, 
and Rattler John
•	 Should the Seniors Category be broken into smaller 

divisions?  
	 There was considerable positive discussion regarding add-

ing Senior Categories, but not splitting the category we 
now have by age.  

•	 Should we re-instate the requirement of a “mini-
mum velocity?”  If so, should this minimum velocity 
requirement be by caliber?  

	 The general feeling was “Absolutely not!”  
•	 Should all of the Traditional Shooting categories be 

allowed to use the Gunfighter Style when appropri-
ate?  At present the “B–Western” category is the only 
category in which shooters may use all shooting 
styles: Traditional, Gunfighter, and Duelist.  

	 Simple answer, “NO.”
•	 Is it time to limit the number of shot shells a shooter 

can pull at one time regardless of what model shot-
gun they were using?  Double barrel shotgun shoot-
ers are limited to pulling two shells, which already 
gives the double barrel shooter a disadvantage.  

	 Absolutely Not 
•	 Is it time to eliminate the Modern category?  While 

at one time there was a need to protect the non-
adjustable sight revolvers, it is no longer the case.  
If we did this we would need to allow adjustable 
sights on revolvers in most categories.  

	 The consensus was leave the category alone, it’s not broken.
•	 We discussed Stage Conventions included in the 

Smoke in the Valley Shooters Program and consid-
ered adopting these conventions as a standard in 
stage behavior.  

	 There was good discussion on this, and all were in favor of 
adding these conventions to the Match Directors guide to 
Stage Design or Match Administration.

	     Additional suggestions pointed out that items 12 and 
13 in the Smoke in the Valley program were redundant.  
Another suggestion for a start position was to have the 
shooter start with hand on six-gun, thus ensuring the 
shooter has a firm safe grip.  

Open Discussion Items
•	 T.A. Chance initiated a discussion regarding footwear for 

the Classic Category.  He suggested a term such as “non-
grip enhancing” be used in the Handbook and possibly add-
ing an example, such as Ariat soles.  All seemed to agree.  
(This could probably be a Committee clarification.)

•	 Rules are for everybody, and should apply uniformly at all 
times.  (This was specifically targeting Chiz, as his dogs 
were never leashed.)

•	 The discussion came up again about rank scoring within 
category, and how a DQ would affect a smaller category.

•	 A question came up about Modern Sights in the 
Frontiersman Category.  The current Handbook states “any 
main match percussion revolver.”  (This may need clarifica-
tion, but is actually covered.)

•	 Use of a single shot shotgun has been omitted from the 
current Handbook.

Editor’s Note: This is covered. (See pages 14–15 of the SASS 
Shooters Handbook.

~ Meeting Adjourned ~

(Continued from page 9)

firing line.  A match DQ will result for 
anyone who breaks this rule.

Ammunition failures will be consid-
ered a hit target.

FIREARMS
Firearms will be provided and avail-

able for inspection on Wednesday, 
December 6 during registration hours.  
Shooters will choose which firearms 
they wish to use at each stage from a 
selection of sponsored arms.  All guns 
will be tuned to SASS accepted stan-
dards by a SASS selected gunsmith.  
A crew of designated armorers will 
ensure guns are inspected after each 
use and cleared of any fouling caused 
by wax residual.  YOU WILL SHOOT 
A DIFFERENT GUN FROM THE 
SAME MANUFACTURER AT EACH 
STAGE.  ALL GUNS ARE SHARED 
AND MAINTAINED ON THE RANGE 
AND AFTER EVERY CYCLE.  

Available firearms will include Colt 
and/or Colt Replica revolvers, Ruger 
Vaquero and New Vaquero revolvers, 
1866, 1873, 1892 Winchester and/or rep-
lica rifles, and double barrel and 1897 
Winchester and/or replica shotguns.

AWARDS
Awards will be presented for the 

top three competitors in each shoot-
ing category with an Overall Top Gun 
Champion trophy going to the top man 
and woman.

SASS INDOOR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP OF 
COWBOY ACTION SHOOTING™ . . .
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including State, Regional, National, and the World Championships.  The pro-
gram begins annually with points for all END of TRAIL Mounted Shooting par-
ticipants and is free of charge to affiliated clubs.  Clubs must submit complete 
scores from any qualifying match to the SASS Clubs Administrator.  Prizes for 
overall point winners, all division winners, and random drawings will be pro-
vided by sponsors and SASS.  SASS Mounted Shooting Points are not required 
for participation in any SASS Mounted match and have no qualifying value.

Awards Uniformity
SASS has received numerous comments regarding the quality of its awards 

for Mounted Shooting.  It was suggested a uniform design for belt buckles and 
other awards be developed.  It will be the task of the SASS Mounted Advisory 
Board to develop suggestions for a consistent line of awards.

Promotions, Marketing, Advertising, Public Relations
SASS will publish Mounted Shooting information for any SASS affili-

ated club in The Cowboy Chronicle.  SASS encourages clubs to submit photos and 
articles on their matches and other related events.  The new club affiliation 
materials will include ideas for club promotions, including sample ads, articles, 
and press releases.

SASS Mounted Shooters Handbook
The 2006 SASS Mounted Shooters Handbook, Ninth Edition, has been dis-

tributed.  If you have not received your Handbook please contact Aim Me Home 
at the SASS Office, 877-411-SASS. 

(Continued from page 7)

END of TRAIL - SASS MOUNTED SHOOTING 
ROUND TABLE MEETING . . .
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