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GUNS

iddletown OH As my grand
M daddy once said, “Son, it’s hot-
ter than a three dollar pistol.”

His comments summed up this year’s
event! The hills surrounding Mid-
dletown Ohio were HOT ... hot lead,
hot weather, and hot Sexy Sadie tak-
ing the posse and banquet photos.
The Guns of August SASS
Midwest Regional Championship has
continued to grow and is now one of
the largest and most prestigious
events in SASS. From August 11-14,
the Big Irons Rangers and Big Irons
Mounted Rangers in conjunction with
the Middletown Sportsman’s Club
played host to over 430 Cowboy Action
and Cowboy Mounted shooters from
all over our great nation and Canada.
That this event has grown from its
humble beginnings in 1998 as a local
shoot to the Ohio State Championship
and now in its third year as a Regional
Shoot is due to the dedication and
untiring efforts of all the Big Irons
Rangers and Big Irons Mounted
Rangers. The crew spearheaded by
Balding Ranger, Wilbur Rexroat,
Black Jack Beeson, and Lassiter put
together 10 of the most charged and
action packed stages. Something
unique this year was the Guns of
August props, including the large
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metal Steers and SASS Logo at sever-
al of the stages. Inmate Dillon
Sergent and his staff at the Lebanon
Correctional Institute provided these,
and they greatly enhanced the overall
shooting experience.

The stages were the epitome of
what SASS envisions for a premiere
event simple scenarios with big
easy to see targets, placed up close.
Forty-eight competitors cleaned the
match! One stage even included a pis-
tol dump on a dummy in the outhouse!
The four-day competition was dedicat-
ed to the Guns of the Old West, and
Seven Mile Tom did the historical
research for the Shooter’s Program.

Some of the guns described in the
Program, such as Colts, Smith and
Wesson Schofields, Winchester 73’s,
and Remington’s were to be seen on
the range in the hands of the skilled
competitors.

Chuck and his staff at the
Middletown Sportsman’s Club outdid
themselves from the hot black coffee
that greeted the early morning com-
petitors to Linn’s steaming hot fried
chicken dinner after Friday’s competi-
tion. Their dedication to service was
noted by all of the attendees. The
Middletown Sportsman’s Club is locat-
ed half way between Dayton and
Cincinnati, Ohio. It’s a modern shoo-

OF AUGUST 2005

By Col. Fletch O’Dubois II1I, SASS #14224

See HIGHLIGHTS on page 77

ting sports arena complete with a 200-
yard long-range rifle range, trap and
skeet ranges, and a covered pistol
range. There is even a large lake com-
plete with bass and catfish. But what
really sets them apart is the on-site
campground with a modern clubhouse
complete with showers and overnight
parking for campers. There are plans
afoot for a major expansion to house
more competitors on the grounds at
next year’s event.

Despite the heat, you can always
judge a match by its vendors. The
event sponsors, Navy Arms Company,
Starline Brass, Shooters Safety Supply,
Target World, and Kirkpatrick Leather
warmly welcomed all the shooters, set-

(Continued on page 76)

GUNS OF AUGUST
MOUNTED WINNERS

Overall Mounted Champions
Cowboy Top Hand

Two Hearts, SASS #3449
Cowgirls Buckshot Barbie
Men’s Divisions

Div 5 Trooper Martin,
SASS #19946
Div 4 Stone Burner, SASS #
Div 3 Two Hearts
Div 2 Major Moore, SASS #28996
Div 1 Rick Ashay
Ladies’ Divisions
Div 1 Kaycee Wrangler,

SASS #45992
Senior Division Open

Men Tatonka Dan,
SASS #20919
Ladies Buckshot Barbie

Senior Division Limited

Men Marshal Cahill,
SASS #5827
Ladies Buffalo Kate, SASS #31504

Wrangler Gretchen
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C.T. MCINTYRE’S

HELLTOPAY

THE CLASSIC WESTERN IS REBORN

“Wonderfully entertaining! Puts the fun back in Westerns

that's been missing since Silverado...”
- J. Philip Jones, Arts & Entertainment Weekly

Ten Silver Screen Legends Co-Star With A Dozen

Lee Majors * * James Drury * * Bo Svenson
* Buck Taylor * . * Stella Stevens *

William Smith * * Andrew Prine % * Peter Brown %
* [Iim Thomerson % ' * Denny Miller %

DVD Available Now Exclusively to SASS Members until December 1st

1. Purchase automatically enters you in drawing for all expense paid trip to your choice of Evil Roy or Qutlaw
Annie's Shooting School, including Airfare and Hotel. Drawing and Winner announced at SASS Convention.
2. Receive exclusive SASS Commemorative DVD Edition including Autograph of your favorite SASS member.
3. Receive 20% discount from 524.95 retail and free shipping until December 1st. See Website for details.

To View Promo And Order On Secure Credit Card Site Visit:

Nawe 0000000 Make Check Payable To: $19 2 95

ocress HTP Productions Per DVD
13351D Riverside Drive #453
City  State Zip Sherman Oaks, CA 91423

SASS Handle Badge # Free Shipping & Handling Until Dec. 1, 2005




Uberti...Reaching Back Through Time

No one dreams of the Old West without conjuring up images of six-shooters amd lever-action
rifles. Relive the old days with an WUberti 45 Top Break like Jesse fames carried, a formidable
Walker black powder revolver, or a Henry lever-action, just like the one used by Sitting Bull
af the Little Big Horn,

Wihether you're just out target shooting or headed into the high country afler big game,

with an Uberts you're holding history i your hands,
Re g7/~

Hisrory REPEATS ITSELF

Soeger Industries « 1700 Indian Hesd Highwag
Suite 300, Aorokeek, MO F060T-3501
fedz (301] FECH-6300 » faxt (301) 20I=-6005

wherficom  Impocied by Stoeger lnntres® Pt of the Bernelli USA® family
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Authenfic 1880 Cowboy
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(928) 282-2040 2]9 North Highway
FAX (928) 282-7007 ! ‘Sedona, Arizona 86336

info@cowhoycorral.com www.cowboycorral.com
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Chriginal-itze, pre-1962 "

XR-3" style steel grip frame
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grips, for authentic
OV Wt “feel and
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New crescent-ihaped
gfector rod Bend
Ruger New Vaquero
NVi44 » 45 Colt Ruger Stainless New Vaquero
Sugg;nmi retail price KNV35 » 357 Mag.
of $583.00 Suggested retail price of $583.00
STURM, RUGER & CO., v

Southparet, CT 00898, LLSAL & wwworiger.com

Al Beger Gfradime aie designed ainl haill wiil jrilede by Adneidcadi worhers
af Huger fartories [m ihes Umnles] Sates of Amerion.
FREE lnsiruction Mamuals pre avallable online ai wwow, rager,com
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For more than a decade, the Ruger Vaguero has
dominated the Cowboy Action Shooting world.

“These demanding shooters recognize the strength

and modern mechanical supeniority of Sturm,
Ruger's legendary single actions, combined with
traditional Amerncan styling.

New for 2005, Sturm, Ruger proudly introduces
the New Vaquero, which has been mi:slgn::d to
olfer the original “Old West” single action look and
feel with new features dernanded by competitive
shooters. From the past, we've brought back the
mid-size cylinder frame and slimmer “XR-3" sryle
grip frame, plus a beveled cylinder and a contoured,
crescent-shaped ejector rod head. We've engineered
a recontoured hammer and new hammer spring for
the smoothest, easiest cocking ever. Our new reverse
indexing pawl makes loading and unloading faster
and easier. Of course, the Ruger New Vaquero snll
features our patented transfer bar and loading gare
interlock for an unprecedented level of security.*

A variety of New Vaquero models are available
in 357 Magnum and .45 Colr and barrel lengths
of 4 5/8" and 5 1/2°, We also offer .45 Colt
models with 7 1/27 barrels. Try one roday and
feel the difference.

B e of "ol ||u'\-|-|'|'1|dn-' woorw| Huger single scrbon mrvohvems
st pedadtaned fnane FI53-15F2, aine] Be ancats wighy ererl frasl s bl
FAANEN) abwnkd ooy us fow deoads absoar FREE safery coememsiins.

RUGER

ARMSE MAKERS FOR RESPONSIELE CITEEENS®
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Tex, SASS #4

One of the basic principles SASS
adopted right at the very begin-
ning was “no external modifications”
to our firearms. The idea was one
should be able to compete in Cowboy
Action Shooting™ with guns “right
out of the box” ... at least once they
had an “action job.” We (SASS and
the Territorial Governors) have done
a decent job with the external modi-
fications part of the policy, but have
failed miserably controlling what
goes on inside our competitor’s
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THE RACE IS ON!

firearms. Today, we have drifted into
a true “race gun” sport ... and if not
checked will ultimately kill the game
we all love so much.

This is a difficult article for me
to write because I have many
friends and deal with talented gun-
smiths involved in creating race
guns ... it’s these friends that help
make the game fun to play and
these gunsmiths that keep our
firearms tuned and working.
Without friends and gunsmiths we
wouldn’t have a game to play.

Another friend told me years ago
SASS had to keep a keen eye on the
suppliers because in their quest to
provide new and high-tech Cowboy
Action goodies, they would drive our
game to destruction. What we're
seeing today is it’s not the original
manufacturers that have had such
an impact, but it’s the after-market
suppliers who are doing the damage.

What is an “action job” and
where do action jobs end and
race guns start? An action job con-

By Tex, SASS #4

sists of polishing parts so they don’t
rub, correcting the timing so things
cycle the way they’re supposed to,
lightning springs so the guns cycle
easier and don’t beat themselves to
pieces, and the like. They ensure the
gun operates easily the way it was
intended to operate. Race guns go to
the next level and change the way
the firearm operates.

What kinds of changes are we
talking about? Some changes that
instantly come to mind are one piece
Marling firing pins, short stroked
“73s, short stroked single actions, coil
springs in “73s, coil springs in Colts,
non-brass lifters in “73s, roller balls
on ‘73 firing pins, elongated grooves
on single action cylinders ... and the
list goes on and on.

Why create a race gun? They
operate easier, more reliably,
smoother, and cycle faster than
standard guns ... they are more
competitive. And, they create a
business base for enterprising, cre-

ative individuals.

- e — -
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“"BUNLDING SINGLE ACTION REVOLVERS FOR OVER 49 YEARS - CONTINUALLY, ™

While the above modifications
are mostly internal, I realize I also
have difficulty with some of our
“acceptable” external modifications.
I don’t remember ever seeing leather
straps glued to the butt of John
Wayne’s rifle ... or his rifle lever
wrapped with leather ... neither are
“cowboy” and both are there simply
to improve the “competitiveness” of
the gun and its shooter.

What’s wrong with having
race guns? When a potential new
SASS member suddenly realizes he
needs to pour a considerable amount
of money into already reasonably
expensive guns (four guns plus back
ups!) if he has any fantasy of being
“competitive,” many will decide the
game is simply too expensive and
back away. It’s happened in all the
other “action shooting” sports. Yes,
Cowboy Action Shooting™ is a com-
petition (we keep score and honor
our winners), but SASS is also a
membership organization, and we

(Continued on page 22)
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. The Cowboy Chronicle™
near Fredericksburg, TX. ’
As Tequila captured additional COWBOY AC’gIlgSILSHOOTINGTM’
footage for his successful Outdoor The World Cham’pionship of

Channel TV show, the Judge and
the Marshal broached such
subjects as how to better
support and encourage
International SASS Membership,
what to do about International
Life Memberships, and how
best to distribute
@The Gofrhoy Chronicle OVerseas.

Cowboy Action Shooting™,
Bow-legged Cowboy Design, and the
Rocking Horse Design
are all trademarks of
The Single Action Shooting Society, Inc.
Any use or reproduction of these marks
without the express written permission
of SASS is strictly prohibited.
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WARNING: Neither the author nor @he
@otuhoy @Chronicle can accept any
responsibility for accidents or diffe-
ring results obtained using reloading
data. Variation in handloading tech-
niques, components, and firearms
will make results vary. Have a compe-

tent gunsmith check your firearms

Qefore firing.
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an Bernardino, CA Walk down

the streets of the Harvest Fair
and walk back in time to 1881. Old
West style buildings line Main
Street. Old time ranchers, ban-
kers, society ladies, school marms,
and lawmen will be walking right
along with ya. An 1880’s chuck
wagon cook is cookin’ up grub. The
dance hall ladies are getting’
gussied up and lookin’ for a man!
A cowboy camp is full of wranglers
that just rode into town. They
can’t wait to paint the town red!
Welcome to the Harvest Fair.

Country Music meets the Old
West at the 25th Annual Harvest
Fair on November 5, 6, and 12,13
Saturdays and Sundays in San
Bernardino, California. The Har-
vest Fair will be open 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. each day.

Three stages will have great
entertainment all day, both days,
both weekends. Plenty of family
fun will be on hand as people see
live country music, western music,
a mariachi band, folklorico dancers,

casd: 99 pea: 583
o [ il e $19
« Derringer spender: S8
« Bdaler 4371 uage: 9
« Duscader el $9
* Bade biders: £
« ooy al £ & )
o Bulle ek pouch: $39
o 4512 ruage et e 30
« Shatpm eere. 55
« Ay My bt 89
« Crrdge bl $3
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A Veteran’s Day Ceremony -

cloggers, Native American music,
and Old West living history groups.
Old west sutlers, crafts, and an-

Old West style will be presented on Sunday,
November 13 at the Harvest Fair. Wearing the military color of the 1880’s,
parade participants will bear solemn salute and render honors for
our military service men and women.

tique traders will all be there.
The Last Dollar Cafe, the OK
Corral Saloon, Santoya’s Cantina,

ﬁ{ HOLSTERS AND GUNBELTS
. NOW $39! (The Shoot:st Collectlon)

& HOLSTERS FROM $39'—'

o i e e e, o i
Vo vk et Spnih ekt W clactnlotos o

The Buckskin BBQ, and the
Sundance Cafe will all have a wag-
onload full of great food and drink
on hand.

Everyone 1is encouraged to
dress “Old West.” General admis-
sion is only $3. Children under
seven years are free.

So hitch up your wagon and
come on down to the Harvest Fair
at 8088 Palm Lane, San Bernar-
dino (off 4th Street, one Block east
of Waterman). Take 1-10 to San
Bernardino to the Waterman north
exit. Drive three miles north to
4th Street and follow the signs,
pardner. Proceeds benefit the
C.I.D. (Center for Individual
Development). The Harvest Fair is
sponsored by the City of San
Bernardino Parks, Recreation and
Community Services Department,
“The Sun,” San Manuel Indian
Band of Mission Indians, and
KFrog Radio.

For further information, call
(909) 384-5426. Or hitch up to the
website: www.harvestfair.net £
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(Ca Competition Electronics ...

Shooting products for todays cowboys. g lhinsy

“E\‘“ Pocket Pro II

I'* Review four shot at a time with shot numbers, times & splits.
I+ 3 types of main screens selectable
A) Old Pocket Pro emulation (single number & battery indication).
B) Shot time with shot number, split, 1st shot time, start delay type,
time, date & battery condition.
C) Rounds per minute with number of shots, split, 1st shot fime,
gtart delay type, time, date & battery condition.
" Review directly or set par time directly with up/down buttons.
i Set shot dead fime to eliminate echos.
A;ﬂ:;h;;;: E,:'f .;% I Digital shot sensitivity adjustment.
plue shipping |~ Random start delay minimum and maximums are setable between .5

& 9.9 geconds. Default is minimum 1 sec and maximum of 4 seconds
per USPSA. SeHing min. and Max. the same gives a fixed start delay.

(#9.50 shipping UP8 ground)
Pocket Pro Timer Made in the

Time shooting speed, shotgun reload time and more. ug:jA

Adjustable Sensitivity for light Cowboy Action Loads.
8plit Time and Par Time standard.
Review forward or backwards.

!
f
n
I+ Non confusing large display displays time to 199.99 for long stages.
f
n
n

Blue translucent case!

Baves Batteries with Automatic shut off after 10 minutes of non-use.
Saves last shot string and par-time in power down memory.
Ergonomic Design - 8tart button on side so right or left hand doesn't cover mic.

£129.95 R @pecial Offer - Buy 4 PocketPro's get 1 FREE!
plus shipping

"The Pocket Pro Timer helps me achieve the
necessary level of consistency required fo
mechanically work all the cowboy action
firearms successfully.”

"A Pocket Pro is a must for a quality

practice session/!"

Evil Roy - 2001 Overall World Champ,
2000 Overall national Champ, 1999
National Traditional Champ, 1998 World
Traditional Champ.

China Camp - B fime World Cowboy Action
8hooting Champion, 3 time National Cowboy
Action Shooing Champion

“To be competifive you need accurafe feedback
on your performance. No other product has
given me the precige and reliable information
that the Pocket pro fimer has."

“If ig impossible fo be a top shooter if you
don't have a Pocke! Pro."

Holy Terror - 2001 World Champ Jr. female,
2001 Winter Range National 2nd Overall female
2000 High Plains Regional junior Champ

Lead Digpenser - 2004 California 8lafe
champion, 2003-2004 Overall National
champion, 2003 Overall World ohampion

Competition Electronics 3469 Precision Dr., Rockford, IL 61109
815-874-8001 FAX 815-874-8181

www.competitionelectronics.com
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SASS INTERNATIONAL
MEMBERSHIP DUES
RESTRUCTURED

PDF Cowboy Chronicle Available To
International Members

Due to rising costs in international
shipping, SASS has had to modify
its International membership dues
structure by offering two programs to
better fit the needs and pocketbooks of
SASS and folks outside the U.S.

SASS has finally reached a point
where it is able to provide an electron-
ic PDF version of @The Cofuboy Chronicle
for our International Members, afford-
ing an opportunity to significantly
reduce the International Membership
dues. On the other hand, a dues
increase has been implemented for
International Members that wish to
continue receiving the printed version
of our beloved Cofuboy Chronicle.

In recent notices to our Inter-
national Members informing them of
this change, we received substantial
feedback that helped us determine the
best way to handle this change. Many
were delighted to learn of our PDF ver-

sion of The Cofuboy Chromicle, allowing
them to receive their copy within days
of publication, while others were
adamant about having the news print.
SASS believes it has found a way to
accommodate the needs of the member-
ship as well as a solution to the rising
cost of shipping outside the U.S.

International SASS Members who
chose to receive the PDF @otuboy
@hronicle will be issued a password
and access to a secured web site that
contains a full color version of The
@atuboy Chronicle. SASS International
Members can access each issue on the
web page and can print them out to
maintain one’s individual library of
back issues.

Current annual International
Members will continue to receive their
printed @ofuboy Chronicle without inter-
ruption until the expiration date of
their current membership, at which

WANT YOUR IMAGE
ON A COLT POSTER?

id Sopris, SASS #3290, Regulator

nd Life Member, announces a

new Joint Venture combining the

efforts of Colt Manufacturing Com-

pany and Happy Trails Children’s
Foundation.

For the first time, and for a limited
time, for a donation to the Happy Trails
Children’s Foundation a SASS member
can forever have their image immortal-
ized on an Official Colt poster.

The “Real Cowboys Shoot Colts”
poster depicting the images of Buffalo
Bill Cody, Pat Garrett, Billy The Kid,
and Wild Bill Hickok now has a spot for
your image as well.

This Kid Sopris spearheaded
fundraiser is designed to help the
Children of the Happy Trails Children’s
Foundation while allowing SASS mem-

time they will be able to choose
between a lower priced renewal with
the PDF @ofuhoy Chronicle or a higher
priced renewal with the printed
Uotuboy Chronicle.

bers a chance to own a piece of history.

Colt Historian Kathy Hoyt
deserves much of the credit for her sup-
port and efforts in getting the attention
of Colt Manufacturing Company
regarding this worthy project and
arranging a special licensing agree-
ment with Kid Sopris.

A donation of $125 for a single
poster or $50 for each additional poster
will get your submitted photograph on
the poster. Photos submitted must be
in Western Costume and have the same
general characteristics and pose of the
already famous images.

Look in the @he Cotuboy Chronicle, or
visit www.KidSopris.com, and click
on the “Real Cowboy’s Shoot Colts” link
to download an order form, or simply

(Continued on next page)

Current Life Members will con-
tinue to receive their otmboy Chronicle
for life, and a new dues structure for
International Life Members has

(Continued on next page)

Your Source for Cowboy Action Parts

These straight-
grained, American
black walnut
replacements closely
match the original
Winchester wood,
providing your
vintage lever action
rifle with an
authentic look and

WINCHESTER SEMI-FINISHED BUTTSTOCKS & FORENDS

feel. Fully-contoured in all areas to within approximately 1/16" of
finish size, then machine sanded to remove all production marks.
Final fit, finish and stain required (hardware not included).
BUTTSTOCKS (INLETTED TO ACCEPT FACTORY BUTTPLATE)

1873 Rifle - Straight Grip - Crescent Buttplate . ........ ITEM#CC764010 $65.00

WINCHESTER 94 PRE-64 CARRIER SPRING

Blued-steel replacement. May require minor fitting due to
frame tolerances.
ITEM#CC265490 $22.75

FORENDS

1866/1873 Rifles - Round - Large Caliber

1873 Carbine - Straight Grip - Carbine Buttplate ... .... ITEM#CC764020 $65.00
1876 Rifle - Straight Grip - Crescent Buttplate
1885 Low Wall Rifle - Straight Grip - Crescent Buttplate . . ITEM#CC764040 $65.00
1885 High Wall Rifle - Straight Grip - Crescent Buttplate . ITEM#CC764050 $65.00
1886 Rifle (serial # below 94,000) - Straight Grip - Crescent Buttplate

----------- ITEM#CC764060 $65.00
1886 Rifle (serial # above 94,000) - Straight Grip - Crescent Buttplate

1887 Shotgun - Pistol Grip - Shotgun Style Buttplate . . . . ITEM#CC764080 $65.00
1892/1894 Rifles - Straight Grip - Crescent Buttplate . . . . ITEM#CC764090 $65.00
1892/1894 Carbine - Straight Grip - Carbine Buttplate . . . ITEM#CC764100 $65.00
1895 Rifle - Straight Grip - Crescent Buttplate
71 Rifle (3 7/8" upper tang) - Pistol Grip - Shotgun Style Buttplate

71 Rifle (2 7/8" upper tang) - Pistol Grip - Shotgun Style Buttplate

1866/1873 Rifles - Octagon - Large Caliber
1873 Rifle - Octagon - Small Caliber. . . . ..

1873 Rifle - Round - Small Caliber .. ... ..
1866/1873 Carbine - Round - Large Caliber
1873 Carbine - Round - Small Caliber. . . ..
1876 Rifle - Octagon - All Calibers .. ... ..
1876 Rifle - Round - All Calibers.........

----------- ITEM#CC764190 $45.00
----------- ITEM#CC764200 $45.00
----------- ITEM#CC764210 $45.00

CAN’T FAIND THE PART You NEED? WE'VE GoT over 180,000
MORE ON-LINE AT: @=GunParts.com

Want to see more? Our 1,200 + page catalog features over 500 parts schematics,
and lists more than 350,000 firearms parts and accessories. This reference book
is a necessity for any gunsmith or firearms enthusiast. ITEM#CC-27 $14.95

Shipping and handling costs for parts orders additional. Call for details.

Mail: 226 Williams Lane, P.O. Box 299, West Hurley, NY 12491 - Order Toll-Free: 866-686-7424 - Toll-Free Fax: 877- GUNPART - Web: e-GunParts.com

Numrich Gun Parts Corporation is the world’s largest supplier of original and reproduction firearm parts and accessories. We carry over
650 million obsolete, antique and current parts, as well as military surplus and parts for foreign guns. We offer Single Action Army parts for
Colt, Ruger, and Uberti, lever action parts for Marlin and Winchester, and pump shotgun parts for Mossberg, Remington, and Winchester.
Our vast inventory ranges from barrels and stocks to triggers and high performance accessories.

1885 Low Wall Rifle - #1 Octagon - All Calibers . ... . ... ITEM#CC764220 $45.00
......... ITEM#CC764030 $65.00 1885 Low Wall Rifle - #2 Octagon - All Calibers . .. .. ... ITEM#CC764230 $45.00
1885 High Wall Rifle - #3 Octagon - All Calibers ... .... ITEM#CC764240 $45.00
1885 High Wall Rifle - #4 Octagon - All Calibers ... .... ITEM#CC764250 $45.00
1886 Rifle - Octagon - All Calibers . ................. ITEM#CC764260 $45.00

........... ITEM#CC764070 $65.00 1886 Carbine - Round - All Calibers ................. ITEM#CC764290 $45.00
1892/1894 Rifles - Octagon - Large Caliber ........... ITEM#CC764300 $45.00

1892 Rifle - Octagon - Small Caliber ................ ITEM#CC764310 $45.00

1892/1894 Rifles - Round - Large Caliber ............ ITEM#CC764320 $45.00

......... ITEM#CC764110 $65.00 1892 Rifle - Round - Small Caliber ..................ITEM#CC764330 $45.00
1892/1894 Carbine - Round - Large Caliber .......... ITEM#CC764340 $45.00

........... ITEM#CC764120 $75.00 1892 Carbine - Round - Small Caliber ............... ITEM#CC764350 $45.00
1894 Commemorative Post 64 - Octagon - All Calibers . . ITEM#CC764360 $45.00

........... ITEM#CC764130 $75.00 1894 Carbine Post 64 - Round - All Calibers ..........ITEM#CC764370 $45.00

1895 Rifle - Round - Small Caliber .................. ITEM#CC764380 $45.00
........... ITEM#CC764140 $45.00 1895 Rifle - Round - Large Caliber .................. ITEM#CC764390 $45.00
........... ITEM#CC764150 $45.00 1895 Carbine - w/o Grooves - Round - All Calibers .. ... ITEM#CC764400 $45.00
........... ITEM#CC764160 $45.00 1895 Carbine - w/Grooves - Round - All Calibers .. .. ... ITEM#CC764410 $45.00
........... ITEM#CC764170 $45.00 1895 Musket - Round - All Calibers .............. ... ITEM#CC764420 $45.00
........... ITEM#CC764180 $45.00 71 Rifle - Round - All Calibers. ..................... ITEM#CC764430 $45.00

1886 Rifle (serial # below 94,000) - Round - All Calibers ITEM#CC764270 $45.00
1886 Rifle (serial # above 94,000) - Round - All Calibers ITEM#CC764280 $45.00

1894 Cowboy Conversion Post 64 - Round - Long Style - All Calibers

-------------------------- ITEM#CC764440 $45.00
Ebony Inlay - Fits 1885 and 1895 Schnabel Tip Forends . . ITEM#CC764450 $5.00

PONPARTCS

NUMRICH
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SASS INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP DUES RESTRUCTURED ...

(Continued from previous page)
been established.

For our Canadian friends who have
been included under the U.S. dues
structure, we have no choice but to
include you in the International dues
schedule. The program we established
many years ago has been overrun with
the costs of postage and has surpassed
our ability to continue. Unlike our
domestic members who receive TWhe
@ofuboy @hronicle under a U.S. Postal
periodical rate, Canadian and other
international countries are not eligi-
ble, and it costs over ten times as much
to ship the paper.

If you are an International Member
and would like to begin receiving your
Cotwboy Chronicle in PDF format, send us
an e-mail at sass@sassnet.com, and we

will oblige. If you wish to make that
choice when your membership renewal
is due, simply indicate your choice on
your renewal form.

Updated International Member-
ship dues are now listed on the SASS
Website and in the SASS Membership
application on the inside back cover of
this Cofuboy Chronicle.

SASS reaches out around the
world to share our love for the Old
West and our unique shooting sport.
As a result we have hundreds of mem-
bers in more than 30 countries who
revel in the game. SASS appreciates
its International Members. We will
continue reaching out internationally
and do everything in our power to keep
our membership dues reasonable and
benefits worthwhile. £-

WANT YOUR IMAGE ON A COLT POSTER?

(Continued from previous page)
contact the Happy Trails Children’s
Foundation for an order form and
specifics on how to arrange for your very
own poster.

This is a limited time offer so don’t
delay. All proceeds go to Happy Trails
Children’s Foundation, which is a not

INTRODUCING THE NEW
“EVIL ROY™ TARGET!

for profit, tax exempt, charitable
organization under the Internal
Revenue Code, Section 501 (c) (3), run
by a volunteer board of directors, and a
paid and volunteered staff, and the
proceeds are tax deductible.

Just another good reason to belong to
the SASS and its growing family. £.

« REVOLUTIONARY STAND FOLDE UP TO LESS THAN 3 FEET LONG
* TOU CAN MOUNT TARGET HEADS AT 2 DIFFERENT HEIGHTS
 CHOOSE FROM MORE THAN 12 HEAD SHAPES & SIZES

» NO TOOLS REQUIRED FOR AZZEMELY, UZE. OR STORAGE
 CERTIFIED ARS00 ARMOR STEEL FOR MAXIMUM DURABILITY
= ANGLED TARGET FACE WITH NO EXPOSED BOLTS OR CLAMP3

&5 | stress ko all my students, you hane o practice often and practice correctly o became
a battar shooter, This new steal anget is the perfect practica target for casual weekend
shaoters and serous competiion shooters aliée, and it is the best design [ hive ever seen,

The stamd &5 extremey Srong and stable, yel it still folds wp 1o easily [N he trunk of
Even the cmalest car. The @get heads are made of ARSD0 armoned ctesl, and thene ament
any boks, brackets, or hooks on the @Enget face to get shot and cause dangenus cochet.

Shooting on steel targets (s the most efective and most efficient wary (o practice, regarnd-
less ol your esperiente of Skl level. 1 use his new design from ACGon Target for my own
practios sAssons DEcAUSS T Qives me 3 perfadl tramning todl to prepare sl for matches
throughout the year [ also use these farpets in all my shooting schools begause they ae
gy [0 ransport, they are sabe, and they Lysr” - Evil Ry
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130TH ANNIVERSARY
“CUSTER’S LAST STAND”
BATTLE OF THE LITTLE

BIGHORN, JUNE 2006

Next year is the 130th anniversary
of “Custer’s Last Stand.” Events
and re-enactments in the Hardin,
Montana community are already being
planned. East of Hardin, near the
National Park and Battlefield, the Crow
Indian Reservation holds re-enact-
ments daily at the Little Big Horn
River, on the very terrain the Indians
camped and Custer attempted to enter
their village. This is an invitation to
SASS members to join this re-enact-
ment. Our schedule is tentative thus
far, however you can expect some excit-
ing happenings and offerings, such as:
Cavalry Training Clinic, horseman-
ship training, chuckwagon meals, a 15-
mile ride from the Crow’s Nest (where
Custer’s scouts first saw the massive
Indian village) to Reno’s skirmish line,
rides in and around the area, including
a round-trip horseback ride from

* FORTABLE FOLD-UP STAND

» ARMOR ZTEEL TARGET HEADZ
= DIFFERENT ZHAFED & IIZED
= ADJUSTABLE TARGET HEIGHT
* ND TOQLS REQUIRED

g 55 67, 8", 10" OR 11" CIACLE TAROET HEADS
€140 1o cowsor acrion sEAPES

#0H00VW =

Medicine Tail Coulee (where the Indians
were camped and Custer attempted to
flank them) to Weir Point (where
Benteen and Reno and their men rode,
saw the fighting, and high-tailed it back
to Reno Hill). For those joining us, we
ride with Custer from the Little Big
Horn River to Custer Hill to participate
in the Memorial Services at the
National Park; truly an honor. Horses,
meals, blanks, and clinics are provided.

The area is rich in history. If you
love Western history, love the “Custer
Myth,” love to ride and shoot, then join us
next June, 2006 to honor the brave war-
riors and military men that fought and
died at the Greasy Grass and became
immortalized in American history.

For dates and more information,
contact: Ellsworth T. Kincaid,
gr8amadv@sbcglobal.net or call:
714-281-4712. 4.

S@nd folds T bess than 3 feet

” B01-705-8113
W ACTIONTARGET. GO

— L
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SPIRIT OF THE GAME FOR DARKSIDERS?

By Cuts Crooked, SASS #369154

A couple of years ago Judge Roy
Bean, SASS #1, was moved to com-
ment in these pages about “smoke-
less blackpowder loads” he was see-
ing crop up in the Frontier
Cartridge categories. Since then
T've read about and witnessed those
non-smoking blackpowder loads in
use. It left me with a deep feeling of
disappointment in the shooters
using them. To me, and many other
Frontier Cartridge shooters, the
smoke and roar of a true blackpow-
der load, or a blackpowder substi-
tute, is part of The Spirit of The
Game, for the Frontier Cartridge
competitors! We all figure we come
to the line with pretty much the
same handicap to overcome, shoot-
ing through the smoke and dealing
with the recoil! Then, along come
some bright pards who realize that a
couple ‘r three grains of blackpow-
der under a truckload of grits in the
case is a legal load ... them grits

smoke. But, is it within The Spirit
of the Game?

Spirit of the Game? That’s
become more and more a nebulous
term. As more shooters from varied
backgrounds enter our sport they
bring with them differing ideas and
ideals of what that means. Now, I
don’t intend to start a huge debate
on what Spirit of the Game is by def-
inition, but I think I stand on pretty
firm ground when I say when an
observer can’t tell for sure whether
or not a Frontier Cartridge shooter
is using blackpowder (or approved
sub) then Spirit of the Game is not
being observed! And, when a non-
shooter asks me, “Is he shooting
Clays powder?” about a Frontier
Cartridge shooter, then something is
badly awry!

Now, before someone accuses me
of being an “elitist BIG BOOMER,
WARTHOG LOAD LOVER” I'd like to
add a comment. A little over a year

while, and I had to load down a bit in
order to hang on to those .45s of mine.
In fact, I ended up shooting .38s for a
while to stay in the game. So, I
understand the need for some pards
to have to find a way to deal with
recoil with some filler in their loads.
But, it shouldn’t be to the point where
the smoky factor is nonexistent, fer
cryin’ out loud! A full case of black-
powder in a .38 Special is a dreamy
load to shoot, low recoil that’s easy on
the hands and shoulder, with enuff
speed to handle the knock- downs,
and plenty of smoke! And some of you
may remember me writing about my
.45ACP blackpowder loads I've exper-
imented with ... again, less recoil but
still lots of smoke and fire! My point
being, if the need for lowered recoil is
there, it’s achievable with smoke ...
and without becoming “smokeless
blackpowder!”

Enforcement: (a big sigh goes
here) Most of us don’t like to discuss

we probably wouldn’t have to. But,
we may have to do a reality check. If
shooters won’t self-police them-
selves on the “smokeless blackpow-
der” issue, then SASS may have to
take the bull by the horns.
Unfortunately the smoke cloud
thing is subjective in that it’s not
really measurable or quantifiable.
One pard may say, “I see the smoke,”
while another says, “Smoke? What
smoke?” in reference to the same
shot. I've heard a number of differ-
ent proposals for dealing with how
to enforce a reasonable standard,
ranging from “The seven year old
kid” standard, (if a seven year old
cain’t tell yer shootin’ blackpowder
then ya ain’t), to the idea of pulling
bullets and weighing charges with a
pre- established table of required
load density!

Personally, my favorite idea is
one that contains a dirty word -
Chronograph! <gasp!> But, perhaps

ain’t propellant, so it’s legal ... and | ago I had a small stroke. It left me | this issue much. And if Spirit of the | it’s time. Chronographs are a lot
they don’t have to fight the clouds of | with some minor problems for a | Game were universally understood, (Continued on page 22)
Now available at select Cowboy Stores
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New! Rio Bravo Rig $300.0_0
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Check these locations!
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gpotgun Chap?

gatwing ChetS
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24910 Washinton Ave.
Murrieta, CA 92562
Telephone: (951) 698-7543
www.theshootistguns.com

Tonto Rim Trading Co.

Telephone: (800) 242-4287

The Shootist

5028 N. Hwy 31
Seymour, IN 47274

www.tontorim.com
Walker'47

C““S 95 E. Orangethorpe
Qowbw Anaheim, CA 92801
\S Telephone: (714) 871-8171
tom Be\ www. walker47.com
Cus 4ers Wild Bill's Western Emporium
dge\-\o\ 1235 Broadway
Ba El Cajon, CA 92021
PO“C‘“QS Telephone: (619) 593-3999

www.shopwildbills.com

HE LK
wE 4% ‘
sMAKES | e
. EL‘I. i
M-\‘\- . i i ; e

blsters and Belt!
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M. Shelhart & Co. 26664 Pierce Circle Unit C Murrieta, CA 92562

Our Eleventh year supplying leather gear to cowboy action shooters!




Coweh Gum Suprrene Blue wills Stainkess Hetrherr
MERF $350

Coach Cam Suprome Blue
BASEP $300

Siverado Coach Cum wilh English Stock
MR 3375

© Stoeger

Savwing Amancd’s

When “Doc” Holliday headed for Tombslone's
OK Comal e carmied a sawed-off doulde barmel
sholgun, commonly referred bo as a “coach gun® due
to il populanty with stagecsach HLI..IrIl'.. pOme are
the dusty streets of Tombstone and the Butterficld
Orveerland Stage, bt (he elassie Coach Giun is alive
and well and still available from Stoeger,

Socked with stralahl or fancy grain American
walnul and blued, stainless, satin nickel or high
polished nickel finish, there are over bwenty different
madels of Stoeger Cosch Guns 1o choose in 410,
F0- and 1¥-pa. Whether you're “riding sholgun® a5
a Cowboy Adtion Shooler or just need something
dependable for home defense, Stoeger Coach Guns
are value priced so you won'l need fo ob the dage
just [o own on.

Stoager indusiries = 17603 indian Head Highwery, Suibe 200, Accotesk. MD 20607 = 001) 2836300 = Sioegerncusings.com




Page 14

LETTERS

Cotuhoy Chronicle

When I first started Cowboy
Action Shooting™ two years ago, I
emulated the fastest shooters,
pulling one pistol at a time and hold-
ing it with both hands as I moved my
shoulders, keeping the gun over the
targets, thumbing efficiently with the
opposite hand. But it didn't feel
“Cowboy” enough for me.

I started to use only one hand for
the pistols, Duelist, cocking those big
Blackhawks with the same hand.
Felt more “Cowboy,” but switching
the pistol from the weak hand to the
strong hand ... that didn’t feel right.

Double Duelist, a non-category
where I shoot, was next, and by gosh,
that felt pretty close to “Cowboy.”
Took about six months to master my
off hand as I swept targets. (I shot a
friend’s Bisley Vaqueros once, and
that trial cost me another $900 in
new guns. Those Bisleys are just so
much better in the hand, and are so
much easier to cock one-handed.)

Finally, I thought, I'm ready for
the biggie: Gunfighter. I can shoot
with each hand, so all I have to do is

-""'“il- -
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WHY GUNFIGHTERS NEVER WIN

By Wrong-handed Dave, SASS #57836

alternate guns, and I'm finally at full
“Cowboy.” And, think how much time
I'll cut off by only drawing once!

And, I started missing like crazy!
What’s all this about, I thought? I
don’t miss nearly this much with
either hand, and all I'm doing is
alternating guns. But, I was trying to
maintain the same rate of fire I was
used to shooting Double Duelist, and
that wasn’t working.

Why? Obvious. Remember how
the first shot with each pistol takes
so much longer than subsequent ones
using only one gun at a time? That is
because on subsequent shots my eye
is already focused on the front sight
and moves with the barrel as the gun
moves from target to target, but on
the first shot, I have to find the front
sight and focus on it. In Gunfighter,
I have to reacquire the front sight on
every shot, switching from one pistol
to the other-10 times per stage! No
wonder the rate of fire is so much
slower, if I want to avoid misses.

If I shoot enough, maybe I will be
able to “instinctively” aim without

Wobrboy
Whronicle

CIMARRON | |1.HI

I just got back from Sparta,
Illinois where the SASS State
Championship was held for the
first time. All I can say is, “WOW!”
What a shoot, and what a place to
hold a shoot! The town of Sparta
could not have been friendlier.
They took us in and treated us as
family. The range is still under con-
struction, but when its done I think
it will be one of the best ranges in
the country.

I also met Judge Roy Bean, and
what a fine leader of this sport he
is. He took time to talk to everyone

THE FIRST ILLINOIS STATE
SHOOT - WOW!

that had any questions. We had
about 325 shooters and 60 venders,
including my best friend, Royal
Bullet Company. Everyone acted
very professional, and it was a
great time for all. I cannot wait ‘till
I go back next year. As I got gas
and was getting in my van to head
home I heard a big “YEEHAWW!”
from one of the locals, so I guess
he’s looking forward to seeing us
again next year as well.

Happy Shooting To All

Outlaw Ed, SASS Life #39191
Evansville, IN 4.

benefit of the front sight, and speed
will improve. But until then, I'll shel-
ter in the same class with other
Gunfighters, reaping Style Points but
no overall awards.

(It’s not necessary to languish. Talk to
some of the top Gunfighters for a dif-
ferent perspective. In my case, I use
both eyes (left eye for the left gun and
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Lightning Magazine Rifle™
. wwwcimarron-firearms.com
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right eye for the right gun), look at the
targets, put crystal clear sights (my
glasses are focused at the front sights)
between my eyes and the fuzzy targets,
and then start multi-tasking like
mad! There are Gunfighters who can
win major matches ... but, as in all
the other categories, it takes lots of
practice! ... editor.) A
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WILD WEST 2%
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MERCAN TILE i

Tom "C.S. Fly" and Claudia "Feather" Ingoglia - Proprietors

Men's

Women's Clothing
Formalwear
Scully Leatherwear
Classic Undergarments

Boots
Accossories
Jowelry
Gun Leather
Loather Accessories
Spurs & Spur Straps
Patterns
0ld West Replicas
Books, Music, & Videos
Gift & Novelty ltems
Gift Certificates

(g T Bl 275 BIGGEST SELECTION * BEST SERVICE » LARGEST INVENTORY

LARGEST OLD WEST
STORE AND ONLINE CATALOG

oods

Bargain Corral
New Items
Men's Clothing

Big & Tall

Hats

Don't Miss Our Bargain Gorral
Hundreds of itoms updated weekly!

Limited}Edition!
ClassiclOldjWest]Styles]

LARGE
SELECTION
IN-STOCK

Ready to Ship! ‘ :

$25.00 $24.90

¥ .

WWW. w1ldwestmercant11e com

Visit Our Store in Mesa Arizona
Our 10,000 sq. foot store has the largest inventory of
authentic cowboy clothing and accessories!

The biggest and best selection in the world!

Register on our Web Site
to be notified of new items,
special sales and promotions.

STORE HOURS 7302 E. Main St., Suite #7, Mesa, AZ 85207 WE ACCEPT CHECKS, VISA,
MON - FRI 10AM - 7PM 800-596-0444 - (480) 218-1181 « FAX 888-528-5487 MASTERCARD, DISCOVER,
SAT 10AM - 5PM o AMERICAN EXPRESS,
We open at 9AM MON - SAT Email info@wwmerc.com MONEY ORDERS, AND
e (Catery (GRC L www.wildwestmercantile.com COD ORDERS
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Cat Ballou, SASS #55

he SASS Social Event of the
year, the Convention, is just
eight weeks away. For me,
it’s my favorite SASS event of all
because we can dress in our finest
without fear of dust, dirt, or weather
ruining our outfits, attend interest-
ing and informative seminars in
wonderful air conditioned surround-
ings, and literally shop dozens of our
vendors displaying the latest
Cowboy Action merchandise. And, of
course, that doesn’t include all the
temptations Las Vegas has to offer!
And, the crown jewel in the
Convention’s tiara is the Best
Dressed Costume Contest and the
Masquerade Ball. This year the
Costume Committee made a few
changes to the Costume Contests. In
addition to the existing Best Dressed
costume categories of Gentlemen,
Ladies, Couples, and Military, three
new costume categories have been
added to the roster to recognize the
uniqueness of this year’s Mas-
querade Ball — Best Masquerade
Costume - Men’s, Ladies, and
Couples. Winners will be recognized
in first through third places in all
costume categories. Participants
MUST pre-register and deposit their
registration forms in a box at the
SASS Compound by noon on
Saturday, December 3rd. Registra-
tion forms will be included in all
attendees’ packets. Judging will
take place at 5:00 PM in the Riviera
Hotel’s Top of the Riv Ballroom.
Mad Mountain Mike, SASS #4385,
heads this year’s prestigious panel of
judges. Awards will be given at
Saturday night’s Masquerade Ball
after a Costume Promenade. If your
costume has won first place at a pre-
vious SASS Convention or END of
TRAIL, you cannot enter that cos-
tume again. You must enter in a

(Corner
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TWO MONTHS AND COUNTING!

By Cat Ballou, SASS #55

new costume. Anyway, it’s a great
excuse for a new ensemble!
Thursday night the Classic
Cowboy/B-Western Costume Contest
debuts. No pre-registration is
required. Dress in your best “Clas-
sic” or flashy B-Western duds and go
to the Top of the Riv Ballroom by 7
PM, sign in at a table provided, get
an entry number, and then enjoy the

dance while a roving band of judges
determine the winners. Huricane-
with-one-R, SASS #19283, is the
“head honcho” in charge of organiz-
ing and running this popular contest.
Contestants will participate in a
Promenade during Intermission at
the Classic Cowboy Saloon Dance,
and awards will be given from first to
third place for Best Classic Cowboy

and Cowgirl, and Best B-Western/
Silver Screen Male and Female.

Finally, don’t miss Friday night’s
“Evening with NRA President
Sandra S. Froman.” How exciting to
have a woman at the helm of that
great organization! Come “armed”
with questions for Ms. Froman, and
be sure to dress up too. See you all
in Vegas! 4.

At End of Trail 2005, I finally
eached my goal — I took home
the World Championship buckle
for Best Dressed B-Western/ Silver
Screen Lady. Now, my buckle
resides next to those of my other
family members, Knifemaker,
Little Star, and Spur Roberts!

Also, Cat Ballou asked me to
join the Costume Committee and
assume responsibility for Classic
Cowboy and B-Western costuming
judging. At Guns of August, Coyote
Calhoun and I put our heads togeth-
er to clarify the criteria and differ-
ences between the B-Western and
Classic categories. There have been
many questions about the two cate-
gories. In many ways, these two cat-
egories overlap for costuming, but
there are also many differences.

Classic Cowboy/Cowgirl:
Classic Cowboy/Cowgirl costumes
should represent the clothing worn
during the “classic” cowboy era
(1866-1900).

Leather: No Buscadero or Drop
Loop holster rigs.

Pistol grips must extend above
the top of the belt upon which it
hangs. This applies to straight-
hang and cross draw belts.

Boots: All boots must be of tra-
ditional design with leather soles
or smooth rubber non-grip enhanc-
ing soles.

COSTUMING FOR CLASSIC
COWBOY/COWGIRL
OR
B-WESTERN/SILVERSCREEN

By Huricane with one R, SASS Life/Regulator #19283

Hats: Felts hats only. No
straw hats allowed.

Costuming Accessories:

You must choose at least five
of the following: Chaps, Spurs, Tie
or Scarf with or without scarf
slide, Vest, Pocket watch, Jacket,
Sleeve garters, Knife (must be vis-
ible), Botas, Leggings, Braces (sus-
penders), Cuffs.

In addition, for ladies: Period
watch, Split-riding skirt, Snood,
Reticule (period handbag), Victo-
rian style hat (straw allowed),
period jewelry and hair orna-
ments, period lace up shoes,
camisole, bloomers, cape.

All above items must be worn
appropriately and must be worn
during all shooting events and
awards ceremonies.

B-Western/Silver Screen:
This costuming category repre-
sents the fantasy outfits of our
favorite Western heroes and hero-
ines of the Silver Screen.

Leather: Must be Buscadero or
Drop Loop rig with pistols below
the gun belt. All leather must be
embellished (Conchos, spots or tool-
ing). No cross-draw holsters. All
leather must be of “straight hang.”

Boots: All boots must be of tra-
ditional design with fancy stitch-
ing or multi-color and fancy
design. Soles with smooth non-grip

Huricane with one R,
SASS Life/Regulator #19283

enhancing bottoms. Western spurs
with rowels. No lace up boots or
moccasins allowed.

Hats: Felt hats only. Straw
hats not allowed.

Costuming Accessories:

You must choose at least one or
more of the following: Gloves or
gauntlets, Scarves with slide or
tied around the neck, Coat, Vest,
Chaps, Cuffs.

Clothing:

Shirts must be of the B-
Western style with snaps and or
any of the following; Smiley pock-
ets, Embroidery, Appliqués, Fringe,
Different colored design yokes.
Shield shirts allowed if they have
piping or embroidery designs.

Pants must be jeans, ranch
pants, or pants with western flap
over rear pocket, and/or keystone
belt loops, piping or design down
the leg.

Belts must be of western
design with buckles.

Suspenders not allowed.

All above items must be worn
appropriately and must be worn
during all shooting events and
awards ceremonies.

(Continued on page 23)
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TOBE PRESENTED AT THE 41‘11 GASS unmmﬁ

SASS will proudly present its 4th Annual Wooly Awards aka “The Woalies”
during the SA55 Convention Yesteryear Ball in the Grande Eallroom of the
Riviera Hotel in Las Viegas Decembser 3, 2005. In a newly designed presentation
format, the top threa nominees will be recognized before the final award is
PI‘BSETIEI:L Simitar to other awards presentations in the sporting world, the
SASS Comvention Woaly
Awards will attempt to
capture the excite-
ment and anticipation
of the format in a fast
paced, twenty minute
production at the very
beginning of the ball.
The presentation will
hﬂmltm audio visual
-accompaniment  and
will be hosted by two
well | known  5ASS
miembers.

oo ards recognize “Best of The Year” for SASS Affiliated Club, Annual
' Temtulial Governor, New Product, Merchant, and Media (TV or Movie).
Wooly Award in the fmag-en[ I:he 5!.55 Marshall in woolies is

i Wﬂwm w4 RIVIERA"

OFFICIAL WOOLY AWARDS
NOMINATION FORM

Nominating Contact: (Who's doing the Nominating?)

MName:

Alias:
SASS f:
Address:
City:
State:

Zip:

Phone:

E-Mail:

i | '
Nomiations for the categogies of 5A55 Affiliated
Club, Anmusal Match, Territorial G-u-.remm Ww
Product, Merchant,'and Media (TV or Mavie) ae now
being accepted. Clubs that wish to paminate them-
selves for Best of the Year should submita padt.agﬁ
of photos, testimonials, video, media dippifig and |
anything else they want to bemrmd.ﬁedfurﬂuﬁr
Annual Match and Territorial- Govetnor. Tﬁﬂ.nmi-
nate a Product, Merchant.or Media, simply send in .'
your nomination along with Jhy material peﬂln!nt !
1o your nominge’s Emdent-.als.

N‘wﬁawmm hmel,redln the SASS office na
later than Octobef 15, Néminations should include
the ial naminatian form found in the C

Chronitle, SA55 Convention Web Site or by request-
ing oné from SAS5 Headquarters,

Winners of the Woaoly Awards are
mined. by a review of the
Woaoly Award Committee and
be-announced only during the
awards, presentation. No 1

qﬂll'hW[ni_dvam
g _ . ] , .-'_';:.., "

e

| would like to nominate the following:
Nomination: (Who is being Nominated?)

SASS Affiliated Club:
Annual Match:
Annual Mounted Match:

New Product:

Merchant:

TV or Movie;

Please attach pertinent photos, video, testimonials, articles and other.
The deh Annuad SASE Convention and Wild Wesr Return to:
Christmas is produced by the Singie Action SASS Wooly Award Committee

Shoattng Society and fakes place December 1-4,
2005 at the Rviera Haorel in Las Vegas, Fov mone
ffaermra e WISl wRiw, SaSEmET. oo,

23255 La Palma Avenue
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
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Chiz, SASS #392
SASS Marketing Director

he history of the Single
Action Shooting Society

and the sport of Cowboy
Action Shooting™ is one of dedica-
tion, creativity, and achievement.
Its people and their lives have cre-
ated a family union with enduring
appeal, not only in the United
States, but also throughout the
world. On December 2nd SASS will
hold its second induction of seven
individuals into the Cowboy Action

October 2005

Shooting™ Hall of Fame during its
four-day SASS Convention at the
Riviera Hotel in Las Vegas.

The SASS Museum and Cowboy
Action Shooting™ Hall of Fame
honors and memorializes the men
and women who through their
exemplary  contributions and
achievements have embodied and
perpetuated the sport of Cowboy
Action Shooting™ and the Single
Action Shooting Society. Through
these distinguished inductions, the
SASS Museum and Cowboy Action
Shooting™ Hall of Fame provide a
generational continuity with the
past, present, and future, and cre-
ate a record of a game that has
become a family oriented pastime
and passion that preserves our
Great American Culture.

The men and women honored
within the SASS Cowboy Action
Shooting™ Hall of Fame, SASS’
highest honor, represent the heart
and spirit of this truly American
pastime. Sport founders, promot-

ers, manufacturers, makers, shoot-
ers, and others whose contributions
to the game helped it grow and
endure find a home within this
unique memorial.

Three pioneers of Cowboy
Action Shooting™ as well as the
Single Action Shooting Society, R.d.
Poteet, SASS #3, Tex, SASS #4, and
Hipshot, SASS #7, have earned an
honored position in the Hall of
Fame. Each of these gentlemen
made essential contributions to the
shooting sports by nurturing and
developing the sport in its early
stages and staying with it through
the years of its evolution.

In the shooting arena, two indi-
viduals made their marks early on
and continue to compete and partic-
ipate today. Southpaw Too, SASS
#199, was not only a top competitor
in his day, but was also instrumen-
tal in the development of the
game’s growth in the Midwest. One
of the winningest ladies in the
game is Running Bare, SASS
#2323. Still highly competitive
today, this consistent shooter holds
more Top Lady titles than anyone,
and is recognized nationally for her
enthusiasm for the sport and her
longstanding dedication to the
Spirit of the Game.

In the industry category, two
posthumous awards will be pre-
sented. William Ruger, founder of

Sturm Ruger & Company was a pio-
neer in the firearms industry and
made a significant contribution to
Cowboy Action Shooting™ with a
variety of durable American made

products including the Ruger
Vaquero, one of the most popular
and respected single action pistols
used in the game. Aldo Uberti, the
father of the Western style single
action replicas and founder of
Uberti Firearms Company in Italy
was responsible for creating an
affordable line of firearms from pis-
tols to rifles, allowing anyone with a
modest budget to enter the sport
with  reliable, true-to-original
firearms that are prevalent at SASS
clubs and matches worldwide.

The SASS Cowboy Action
Shooting™ Hall of Fame induction
ceremony will take place in the
Grande Ballroom of the Riviera
Hotel in Las Vegas on Friday,
December 2, 2006. The no-host
luncheon ceremony is free and open
to all Convention participants. The
4th Annual SASS Convention and
Wild West Christmas is produced by
the Single Action Shooting Society
and takes place December 1-4, 2006
at the Riviera Hotel. 4.
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INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS

‘ The speed and simplicity of operation, of a Tippmann leather sewing, embossing
or die cutting machine, 15 unmatched by any of the competition.  Tippmann
thrives on creating some of the most affordable, durable and versatile equipment
in the industry. All of our machines come with a 30 day money-back guaraniee
and are backed by our | vear full parts and labor warranty.

To learn more about the Tippmann Line,

visit us online sl www.lippmannindustrial.com
or call toll free 1-566-286-8046

THE

“EMBOSSER™
EMBOSSING, CREASING
ANDCUTTIMNG
MACHINE

imo eclectricity required b

AR POAWERED DIE
CUTTING MACHINES

THE “CLICKER”
T & 1504

3518 Adams Cenler Bd. = Fi. Wayne, |N 46806 = 1-B66-286-8045
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Starline’s Top Brass

3 at Bottom

.. Dollar Prices. s
. A Great Shot

' Starts With Starline!

Starline’s state-of-the-art facility COWBOY GHLIHEH SFEEIHLS

With the focus on quality, not quantity, STARLINE has made the ~ CALIBER 1000 PAK
finest brass for twenty-eight years. To show our appreciation 44 RUSSIAN 9850
for your loyalty and support, we are offering the following "': ffﬂ”‘T - Eﬁ
calibers in 1000 packs® at the lowest price. Don't delay! 38 SPECIAL :3 Su

Order today! Offer good through 11/30/05

*Limit 2 packs per cusiomer,
This is a pariial list. Call for a complels list

. s of products, prices and delivery. ok .
I . .. :.
tariine. roctond

Order Factory Direct on-line at

Made With Pride www.starlinebrass.com or call 1-800-280-6660.

in the USA ot AR LRI At 1 20 Doy $100 1o b1 IR AT T s SR
00w sy ot SR mn:f”w““mwm““:ﬁw . ES ﬁ.
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WOULD YOU GO? HELL, YEAH!

Answering Creeker, August ‘05 Cowboy Chronicle
By Doc J. H. Hucklebury, SASS #14373

Would I go if T had the opportunity
to go back in time to the early 1800’s
and “Go West?” You bet! Just think,
no more traffic or blowing horns. No
more creeping along in your vehicle
when there’s an accident two or three
miles ahead on the Interstate. No
more working your tail off so you can
keep ahead of the Joneses. No more
dialing your option, i.e. “If you know
your party’s extension, you may dial it
now,” “Press one, for accounting, press
two ...,” No more watching forty min-
utes of commercials during your one
hour TV show. And those burger joints
that somehow screw up your order, no
matter how well you explain it.

Wow - what an adventure! dJust
think, breathing air so clean, not
clogged with smog or oil smoke.
Walking through knee high grass with
tassels touching your fingers. Nature
abounds, birds and animals every-
where. Cooking over an open fire,
small whiffs of smoke drifting to the
heavens, watching the sun set over

L, -

117 North Adams St.
Fredericksbrug, TX 75624
1-800- TEX-JACK
email: sales(@texasjacks.com

the mountains.

Around the campfire, you might
have time to sing songs or tell stories,
or maybe teach a youngster how to
read. You might repair a torn harness
with a piece of leather, or just fall
asleep by the fire. In the morning, you
pour a hearty cup of coffee, left on the
hot coals all night, there’s nothing that
tastes better than that. You mentioned
bears; their skins will make great coats
for cold weather. You would know how
to hunt, fish, and trap, and how to
make things out of the wilderness.

Sure there is danger, and hard
times, but think of the wonderful sights
you will see. You are all in this adven-
ture. You will help each other, like a
family. Together you will build houses,
barns, and sheds. You'll have dances,
church services, and horse drawing
contests. You'll plant crops, raise cattle,
and build towns. When the towns are
built, you might do a little gambling or
prospecting for gold. It'll be great!

Would I go? Sign me up. I'm ready! £

www.texasjacks.com . LI

£] Shop the intemet: Safe, Simple, Secure |5 @ Intemet |
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MY RESPONSE TO
“THE COWBOY HAT”

I agree with Swift Montana
Smith in the August ‘05 issue
about “The Cowboy Hat.”

I'm a cowboy all my life. I
played cowboy when I was a kid,
but the feeling never stopped
when I grew up. I was always
interested in the lives of
Cowboys and Indians in the
past. I've read many books
about those times.

For a long time I have worn
a Cowboy Hat. I started with an
original black Stetson with a 6-
inch high crown. My second hat
was  black leather from
Australia with croc-teeth, like
Crocodile Dundee. Later on, I
had a brown leather hat from
Australia also, and I wear it
when horseback riding.

Here in Amsterdam, The
Netherlands, it is not a regular
thing to wear a Cowboy Hat. You

only see them in Western
Shooting and Western Weekends,
but not daily in the streets.

I wear my hat every day and
everywhere. I don’t live in
America, but I feel the Spirit of
the Old Cowboy, and I'll show
that to everyone. Sometimes
people yell to me: “Hey, where’s
your horse?” or “Yeehaa!” but I
don’t care.

My recent hat is my proud-
est. It is an original “Texas
Ranger Service Hat” from the
Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and
Museum in Waco, Texas. Even
my wife looks strangely at me if I
go out without my cowboy hat, so
that is why I wear it all the time.

Silent Joe,
SASS Life #10461

Amsterdam,

The Netherlands. 4.

S

'ﬂ] Shop the [
. Internet :

Rated: ‘Best Western Store’

by True West magazine
- October, 2005 -
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HISTORICAL ALIAS

By William Jennings Bryan, SASS #19038

I have been a member of SASS
for ten years. I can still remember
the day I picked my alias, William
Jennings Bryan. I wanted to pick
a name that had some connection
to history and me. In real life I am
a prosecuting attorney from
Illinois. So I did some research
into historical figures from the
late 1800°’s I already knew and
learned much more. I had always
admired William Jennings Bryan
for his great speeches like his
“Cross of Gold” speech and his role
in the Scopes Monkey Trial. But
in doing research, I also learned he
was the first person to travel
across the country to run for
President. I also found when his
country needed him, even after
running against President McKin-

ley, he volunteered in the Spanish
American War, just as Theodore
Roosevelt did. Both men were
from different political parties and
later were on opposing tickets in
the 1900 election.

William Jennings Bryan fit the
bill. He was from Illinois, became
a lawyer, moved out west, was a
Congressman, ran for President
three times, put politics aside and
served his nation, and was a great
trial lawyer. I was honored to be
able to take his name as my alias.
The first time I registered for a
match and the official said “Didn’t
he run for President?” I knew I
made the right choice. Our sport
is the only one I know that teaches
responsibility, friendship, sports-
manship, and history. 4.

VISIT THE SASS WEB SITE AT

WWW.SASSNET.COM
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FRONTIER, CLASSIC

AUTHENTIC
OLD WEST
CLOTHING

www.frontierclassics.net

A division of Advantage Apparel Company,
264 Second Avenue, Moundville, AL 35474

" POBOX 161 OUEEN CREFK AZ 85242
-Phomie (480) 987-9408 Fax (480) 957-0148 "
€l to: “sales@magmaenginedringcdm s

A. Master Caster
B. Cast Master

C. Star Lube-sizer
D. Case Master Jr.

Oider yvour FREE CATALOG today

or se¢ it now on the web!
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800.836.4683
OTHER PRODUCTS AVAILABLE ORDER NOW ONLINE
G0 TO DUR WEB SITE TODAY! www.handgun-brass.com

SPIRIT OF THE GAME FOR DARKSIDERS?...

(Continued from page 12)

cheaper these days; they can be had
fer under a C note, and are pretty
easy to operate. Most clubs could
afford them with very little strain on
the budget. (For that matter I'd
donate the use of mine anytime.)
Some year’s back SASS did away
with “the floor,” which was a require-
ment to have loads that made a min-
imum of 650 feet per second manda-
tory. I would propose we bring it
back for Frontier Cartridge cate-
gories only!

My thinking is this: 650 fps is a
fairly easy speed to handle recoil
wise, even in the mighty .45s, and it
will make a pretty reasonable
amount of smoke by anyone’s defini-
tion. And if a pard cain’t handle 650
fps in a .45, he can still go to a small-
er caliber, reach 650 fps, and be
making LOTS of smoke. It’s simple.
The only time any shooter’s ammo
needs to be chronographed is if there
is a question in someone’s mind as to
whether or not it “hits the floor” of
650 fps. Ergo, if there’s a question,
then a random cartridge is taken
from the shooter’s box, fired over the
chrony, and there’s the answer. Not
subjective, not biased ... just a
straightforward answer to the mat-
ter at hand. Again ... if a handgun
cartridge is making it to 650 fps
with blackpowder or approved sub-

stitute, it WILL make smoke!
(Unless the shooter is duplexing,
which is a whole ‘nuther matter and
illegal in our game to boot. Albeit, a
chrony could also be a tool to help
detect that aspect also.) This may
not be the best answer, but it is an
answer of sorts. Perhaps someone
can come up with a better one?

In conclusion, I have always
believed there is a place in SASS for
most everyone. We have lots of cate-
gories in which to shoot and a
plethora of shooting styles allowed.
But please ...if yer not making much
smoke, register to shoot in a catego-
ry other than Frontier Cartridge!
Yer fellow shooters will think better
of you, and I think you will feel bet-
ter about yerself - which is also part
of “Spirit of the Game!” 4.

THE RACE IS ON!...

(Continued from page 6)
want more members.

I must admit, I'm as guilty as
anyone when it comes to “race guns.”
My slide into this arena started years
ago when I was having trouble with
my Colt clone percussion guns. The
caps kept coming off and jamming
the guns. I had a friendly gunsmith
and long-time friend who said he
could fix that ... and he did. I loved
the change and have used it for

(Continued on next page)

o HUNTER SHOOTING

MARLIN SPECIALIST
“QUALITY ACTION WORK™

A RUGER STYLE COIL SPRING IS
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THE RACE IS ON!...

(Continued from previous page)

years. He undercut the hammer and
built a baffle on the recoil shield that
was too narrow for the caps to fall
through. It modified my Colts to
function like Remingtons, Rogers &
Spensers, and Ruger Old Armies ...
but not like a Colt. With the hammer
down, all changes are on the inside.
It seemed legal, it was certainly com-
petitive, and I wore out three sets of
these guns in competition.

Since then one-piece Marlin fir-
ing pins and short stroked ‘73s and
single actions didn’t seem so bad.
They made my guns cycle smoother
and quicker ... they are a competi-

tor’s dream, and I love them. They
are SASS legal, and I'll continue to
use them ... unless, of course, the
Territorial Governors decide things
have gone too far and the guns need
to be returned to their original con-
figuration.

What about enforcement? I
truly believe when a cowboy knows
the rules, he’ll follow them. It’s the
Cowboy Way. SASS cowboys are
good, caring, honest folks ... they fol-
low the rules. Anyone challenged
and found to be in violation of the
rules would instantly be branded a
cheater by his peers ... something
none of want for ourselves.

“So, where do we draw the line?”4.

COSTUMING FOR CLASSIC COWBOY/COWGIRL
OR B-WESTERN/SILVER SCREEN ...

(Continued from page 16)

ALL B-WESTERN
COSTUMES ARE EXPECTED
TO BE FANCY AND FLASHY!

Costumes depicting a leading
role of a B-Western/Silver Screen
character from a B-Western movie
are allowed as long as the costume is
complete with all accessories depict-
ing that character. Saloon girls (in
general) are a separate category. For
example, if you are depicting a char-
acter such as Mae West, Marlene
Dietrich, Miss Kitty, or Lily Von
Stupp, and are dressed in a costume
from one of their western movies,

then you would be eligible to com-
pete in the B-Western/Silver Screen
category. But, you would not be eligi-
ble in B-Western/Silver Screen if you
were just dressed as a saloon girl.

Hopefully this list helps you sep-
arate the two categories and helps
with whatever costume you have in
mind. Remember - you can never
have too many rhinestones!

(For any questions about B-
Western  costuming, check out
Huricane-with-one-R’s video “Crea-
ting Your Own B-Western Outfit for
Men and Women” for sale in the
SASS Mercantile ... Cat) £

Cobra Enterprises Inc.

1560 South Milestone Dr. Suite F, Sait Lake City, UT 84104
Web: cobrapistals.com or Email: cobrapistols@networld,com / Ph: 801-908-8300 f Fax: B01-908-8301
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ASS SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATIO

N

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
NOVEMBER 1

By “Chiz”, SASS #392

pplications for the SASS Scho-

arship Foundation 2006/2007
grants are available beginning
November 1, 2005. Active SASS
members, who meet the general eligi-
bility criteria listed below and on the
SASS website, are encouraged to

apply. Applications may be obtained

only by written request; email
requests are acceptable. Address

application requests to: SASS Scho-
larship Foundation, 23255 La Palma
Avenue, Yorba Linda, California
92887. Please specify where you are
in your education and include your
name, address & phone number. The
deadline to submit your completed
application is March 1, 2006. Scho-
larships will be awarded through the
recipient’s college or educational
institution. Awards will be an-
nounced at End of Trail™ 2006.
Eligibility:
e Must be a high school senior during
the period of application (November
1 through March 1), and must have
been accepted to be enrolled as a full-

time undergraduate student (9 units
or more) at an accredited institution
of higher education actively pursu-
ing an academic or trade discipline.
Previous Scholarship recipients
who are still active SASS members
may apply for a continuing grant
covering following year undergrad-
uate studies.

Students who are active SASS
members and have been enrolled
for a minimum of one year in an
accredited college or vocational
trade school are eligible to apply
for a grant covering the following
year undergraduate studies.

SASS encourages all members
and affiliated clubs to take part in
this important effort by raising funds
for the SASS Scholarship Foun-
dation. Please make all checks
payable to the SASS Scholarship
Fund. The SASS Scholarship Foun-
dation is a not-for-profit

501(C)(3) organization. Visit the
Scholarship Web Site found at
www.sassnet.com 4.

Cobra Standard Series

# Barrel length 2.4" / Overall length 4",
9.50z. empty weight

* Finishes: Black, Bright Chrome and Satin Nickel

* Calibers: .22LR, .22WMR, .25 Auto, .32 Auto

Cobra Big Bore Series
* Barrel length 2.75" / Overall length 4.65" / 14 0z. empty weight
* Finishes: Black, Bright Chrome and Satin Nickel
* Calibers: .22 Mag, .32 H&R Mag, .38 Special, 9mm Luger
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“CONGRESS SHALL MAKE NO LAW

By Colonel Dan, SASS Life # 24025

Colonel Dan,
SASS Life #24025

“I tremble for my country when 1
reflect that God is just; that His jus-
tice cannot sleep forever.”

~ Thomas Jefferson ~

he legislative and judicial

branches of our government are
systematically destroying America’s
religious foundation and whether
you personally believe in God or not
is irrelevant to the danger inherent
in that. The fact is the vast majori-

B —-EI Paso Speed Rig

ty of Americans do believe in God
and religion is and has been a
strong foundation upon which they
depend to fill many needs in their
lives—regardless of which religion
they follow.

Religion was so critically impor-
tant to the Founders, that effective
December 15, 1791, America ratified
its position on the relationship
between religion and government
and summed it up very clearly and
simply in the very first section of the
First Amendment of our Consti-
tution. Religion was the ‘first of the
first’ so to speak in the eyes of our
Founding Fathers:

“Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof ...” ~ First Amendment ~

To contrast the position of our
modern day courts and say the
Founders intended to prohibit people
from mentioning God, the church or
religion in and around the American

state is a perversion of the facts. On
the contrary, the First Amendment
very clearly says it is the state, in
the form of Congress, who cannot
prohibit the FREE EXERCISE of reli-
gion by the people. It doesn’t restrict
or prohibit the people from freely
expressing their religion in any way!
Free exercise thereof means exactly
that to my simple way of interpret-
ing this, and I have to believe the
Founders knew exactly what they
were writing when they put pen to
parchment — it’s the people that are
the free element here and Congress
the restricted element. Congress
shall make no law prohibiting that
freedom of the people, no mention or
restriction of where, when, or how as
I read it. In fact, everything the
Founders did in the first 10
Amendments was designed to specif-
ically protect individual rights.

Keep in mind also the Founders
witnessed the real danger to individ-
ual freedom of a state established

church as exemplified in England, and
it was an official state church, over-
seen and directed by government,
they desperately wanted to prohibit.
If we look deeper into the
founder’s views of religion via their
own words, separate from the
Constitution, it’s unmistakably clear
what they thought ...
“Religion [is] the basis and
Foundation of Government.”
~ James Madison ~
“No power over the freedom of
religion [is] delegated to the
United States by the Constitution.”
~ Thomas Jefferson ~
“While just government protects
all in their religious rights, true reli-
gion afforded to government is its
surest support.”
~ George Washington ~
Does this sound like men who
intended to go where the judiciary
has taken us over the past 40 years?
Presidents Washington, Jefferson,
(Continued on next page)
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and Madison would have been
hauled away for publicly making
such statements today given our
modern courts. Over the past 40
years, however, there’s been a con-
centrated effort to contort this con-
cept of religious freedom and gener-
ally exterminate religion from the
public sector by placing the prohibi-
tion referred to in the First
Amendment on the people instead of
the government!

Starting in the early 60’s when
Madelyn Murray O’Haire convinced
the Supreme Court school prayer
was some kind of national threat,
we’ve been running God out of town
on a rail of pandering atheism ever
since. We went to moments of silence
in order to compromise with an
uncompromising left, and from dis-
playing the Ten Commandments to a
taxpayer funded display of the Virgin
Mary covered with elephant dung—
all in the name of separation of
church and state and constitutional
freedom. People can’t even pray at
public events now according to some
courts ... even if the majority of the
people at that event want to pray.
Now how in the world does prohibit-
ing prayer at football games, for
example, square with the concept “...
free exercise thereof?” Our courts
have simply declared war on public
religious expression and have used
the First Amendment as the justifi-

cation to do so!

But my next question is this,
‘why attack and destroy religion?
Whether you are an atheist or follow
a religion of some nature doesn’t
matter in this case. The point is reli-
gion has always been a foundation
upon which people heavily depend —
a foundation independent of the
state. The current trend in this and
other areas of our society, as we've all
seen in our lifetime, has clearly been
to create greater dependency on gov-
ernment. Therefore, any foundation,
religion, or otherwise that isn’t gov-
ernment centric must be removed
and the state put in its place to fill
the vacuum. It clearly comes down
to this: Governments have always
wanted to dictate and control ever
increasing aspects of people’s lives,
forcing them to rely on and look sole-
ly to government for everything.
Anything, like religion, that provides
a foundation independent of govern-
ment must be replaced ... and there-
in lies the common danger — atheist
or believer — government control is
a threat to all.

Like it or not, agree with religion
or not, this country was founded on
Judeo-Christian principles and they
are inconsistent with the move
toward the Godless state we have
seen coming over the last four
decades.

Wouldn’t it be interesting if we
could bring back George Washington

Half-a Hnd Henrl

Proud Winner of the
First END of TRAIL 2004
Sweet Sixteen Shootout
Sponsored by TEN-X Ammunition
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¢ 357 China Camp 154
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* 38-56 260

TEN-H ANVMINMUONITION

4035 Guasti Rd., Suite 308 ¢ Ontario, CA 91761 ¢ Phone: 909/605-1617
Fax: 909-605-2844 ¢« Website: www.ten-x.com

October 2005

Cofuboy Chronicle Page 25

T

a 1.3 The Arizeaa Thumber SASS #574

Bussineas (602-540-0602)

James & Guns

Quality Gunsmithing of the Single
* "o Action Army Revolver

¢ COMPLETETUNE & ACTION J0B 512040 - $150.00

Yy CALIDER CORSNYERSIDWS - TIMING -
FOIKE QF IMPACT ATILSTHENTS ANT EWC ALL WORK
GUARAYTEED - 1 YEARS EAPERIENCE

Beb-James

GELFFITTIRGS -

WR LratcEgurns. cour
L
130 M I¥Pih A,

Hulce &
Phosonix, Ax. 150119

- = |

Heme [(§02-547-1042
B .[

and ask him what he thought about
all this? Well, in a way we can, so
let’s ask him.

“President Washington, what do
you think about this trend of inter-
preting the Constitution to actually
restrict free and public expression of
religion?”

“If I could have entertained the
slightest apprehension that the

Constitution framed by the Con-
vention, where I had the honor to pre-
side, might possibly endanger the
religious rights of any ecclesiastical
Society, certainly I would have never
placed my signature to it.”

~ George Washington ~

More Ma]or Cowboy Matches are Won w1th TEN-X
Ammunition than all other Brands Combined

Ten-X uses only the finest components such as: Starline® brass, Winchester® primers, Winchester®
ball powder, Accurate® powder, Bonus® and Grier® cast bullets. Ten-X is loaded to SASS specifica-
tions in all popular and some obscure calibers. Ten-X is fully licensed and insured. All ammunition
is guaranteed. We ship direct via UPS. Visa & MasterCard accepted. Sold directly or through fine
mercantiles. Dealer inquiries invited.

Thank you, Mr. President. That’s
what I thought you’d say.

As T've contended in past
columns, I know some legally
trained folk will object to my views
of the Constitution, but I'm just
reading the words as written under
a light of what I think is simply com-
mon sense.

Post Script for Thomas Jefferson.
Sir, I too, tremble for my country at
the thought of a just God, but in my
own way, I welcome Him to stop by
and sit a spell. But again, that’s just
the view from my saddle ...

Contact Colonel Dan:
coloneldan@bellsouth.net 2.
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Swift Montana Smith,
SASS #52720

“Why don’t you just hit me over
the head with an axe right now and
be done with it!” I said.

“Oh stop your complaining. Why
can’t we do something I want to do
for a change?” she said as she looked
at me with those eyes that were half
filled with anger, and half filled
with hurt.

It’s the hurt part that always gets

me. “Okay, Okay, we'll go to New

as 520000 MSRP!

This conversion cylinder is classified as a “part™ by
the ATF, no FFL is required to purchase this product.
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NEW YORK SPURS

By Swift Montana Smith, SASS #52720

York. Can we at least stop in
Chinatown somewhere along the way
so I can get some Dim Sum?”

“Yes, we’ll have dinner in
Chinatown.”

New York City is the last place on
the entire planet I want to be. Oh,
maybe not the last place, but close to
it. You see, I've been there before.
Sure I like the museums and the
shows, and the Chinese food; ah, the
Chinese food, that’s worth the trip in
itself, but really I'd rather be in
Montana. I don’t like the idea of eight
million people stacked one on top of
the other in a space two miles wide by
seven miles deep. There is something
that just ain’t natural about that.
But, to appease She-who-must-be-
obeyed, off to NYC I must go.

After eating a wonderful meal in
a little Chinese restaurant on Canal
Street in New York, we decided to
head back to the car.

“Let’s take a walk down this little

TaLoR's & (0. Ixg.

Send $5.00 for a

side street,” I said. “Looks like there
are some shops. Who knows, we might
find something interesting,” I said.

Well, you don’t have to ask my
wife twice. When I say “shop,” she
comes’ a runnin’.

I don’t know what it was about
the place we went into, because it
was dark and dingy and smelled like
cat pee, but what got my attention
was the John Wayne poster in the
window. Anyone that loves the Duke
and is willin’ to hang his picture front
and center in their window is all
right by me.

As we opened the door, a little bell
attached to the top of the door ding-a-
linged and an old Chinese man
appeared from a back room. He looked
like something out of the show “Kung
Fu” with his Fu Man Chu mustache
and beard. He looked older than dirt,
and his clothes looked like he just got
done working on the railroad, sweated
and dirty. As he came closer, the smell

1849 Conversions
& Shot .32 S&W Short

1860 Army Conversions
SASS Approved 5§ Shot .45 LC

of curry filled the air, and I could not
tell whether it was something he had
been eating or just his body odor.
“Let’s get out of this place,” my
wife whispered as she crinkled her
nose and nodded toward the door.
“What do you mean? This place is

just starting to get interesting. I'm
almost glad I came to the Big Apple
now.” I was looking at boxes and boxes
of, well, junk, scattered on the floor.

I started digging through one
when the old Chinese man came up
behind me and said, “Looking for any-
thing special?”

I jumped five feet in the air and
my heart damn near leaped out of my
chest.

“Jeeze ... don’t ever do that again!”
I said as I turned around to face the
man I thought was only inches behind
me, but was a good two feet away. “You
sounded like you were right in my ear,
that’s weird.” And, “No, not looking for
anything in particular. I saw the John
Wayne poster in the window, and it got
my attention. Just thought I'd come in
and look around, you know, for shits
and giggles.”

“Oh yes, John Wayne, he was a
good friend of mine.”

(Continued on next page)
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“Yeah, right, and I'm Peter Pan.
Look pal, if I wanted smoke blown up
my butt I'd ...”

“No, really, he was a good friend
of mine,” he said again, “Him and
Yakima Canutt. Wait a minute, I'll
show you something.”

The old man disappeared into the
back room and by now my wife was
thoroughly immersed in digging
through boxes and setting things
aside she would sort out later and
then decide which pieces she would
purchase and which pieces she would
put back into the boxes.

I got to thinking any man who
even mentions Yakima Canutt must
be telling the truth. Most everyone
in the entire world knows who and
what John Wayne was, but Yakima?
That was just not coincidence. He
returned again after about 10 min-
utes with an old, rusty pair of jingle-
bob spurs.

He held them up in front of my
face and said, “Given to me by John
Wayne himself!”

At this point I couldn’t help but to
start laughing. “Oh, give me a break.
John Wayne gave those spurs to you?
I suppose they’re magic as well.”

All of a sudden the room got
deadly quiet. The old man leaned
close to my ear, “Sshhh,” he said,
“Someone might hear you. I can not
say what kind of magic is in these
spurs, but I will say they have given

me luck, and I will give them to you
at a good price.”

“Well, if they’re so magical, why
would you want to get rid of them,
and besides that, what do think? I
just fell off the turnip wagon?”

“T’ll tell you this ...” the old man
was looking at me straight in the eye.
“He ... John Wayne ... told me one
day I would meet a cowboy in New
York and when I did, I was to give
him these spurs ... No kiddin’!”

“Okay, Okay, enough of the bull
crap.” I looked at the spurs, German
silver, heavy steel, harness leather
straps, “How much?” I said with a sigh.

“Two dollars.”

“Two dollars, for that price T'll
buy ‘em just to hang in the window of
my truck. Sold!” I gave the man two
bucks and grabbed the spurs. As I
was headed for the door I stopped, I
almost forgot about the wife. She
was now sitting in the middle of a
gigantic pile of nick-knacks and
brick-a-brack, and I could just make
out the top of her head.

“Let’s go dear.”

She looked up at me as if in a
trance and stared at me. I made a
motion toward the door, and I could
see reality coming back into her eyes.
“What, I, ah, wait a minute, I have
things here.”

“Yeah, forget it. It’s getting late,
and we have to get on the road.” I
grabbed her arm and headed toward
the door. “See you later Chin Lee,” I

October 2005

said as I left. That wasn’t his name
and as a matter-of-fact, I didn’t even
know his name, but I figured that
would do.

As we drove home on the turn-
pike my wife was nodding off and
falling asleep. “What did you buy?”
she said half asleep, half awake.

“Nothing, just some old rusty
spurs. Got ‘em cheap. I got a kick out
of that old Chinaman. He must have
liked my Stetson.” Which, by the
way, I always wear whether I'm in
Texas, New York, or Cucamonga.

That following weekend was a
shoot at my local club.

“Hey Pard, how ya doin’?” It was
Timberland Renegade, one of my
shootin’ buddies.

“Ah, you know same old, same
old. Hey, looky here.” I grabbed the
spurs I had purchased from the old
Chinese man and held them up for
Timberland to see.

“Nice spurs. They look old. You
gonna wear ‘em?” He asked.

“I was thinking about it. Yeah, I
think I will wear ‘em. Just hope I
don’t trip over them and break my
neck,” I laughed. I put the spurs on
while we continued to jaw and talk
about the shoot for that day. I was
anxious to do some shooting. T hadn’t
been hitting ‘em very good lately and
my times were less than desirable,
even for me.

The first stage was a good one. It
was a play on the scene from “The

THE HunT 1s OVER . . .
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Outlaw Josey Wales” where he comes
out of the store holding a bunch of
packages and then gets confronted by
four Calvary men that mean to do
him harm. You had to say the line,
“Are you boys gonna go for them hog
legs or just whistle Dixie?” then drop
the package you were holding and
commence to shooting the stage. I
said it, and did it, and before I knew
it, I was poetry in motion. My spurs
were jangling along, and I hit every
target square. I could hear the spot-
ter say, “Clean!”

Hey, how about that. Well the
rest of the day went about the same.
Oh, I missed one or two, but my times
were good and my score was better
than it had been in a long while.
After the last stage I walked back to
my truck, and I noticed the music
those New York spurs were making.
Then I understood the whole reason
for jingle-bobs. “They just sound
good,” I thought to myself.

I've been wearing those spurs ever
since, and, yes, my shooting has
improved tremendously. Now you
have to ask yourself, “Is it the spurs,
the Chinese magic, the spirit of the
Duke, or am I just paying attention to
what I'm doing for a change?” All I
know is, when you got something that
works, stick to it. So from here on in,
it’s jingle-bobs all the way. I just might
change my category from Duelist to
Classic Cowboy. Tl bet J W would
have wanted it that way after all! 4.
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Kirkpatrick Leather
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THE COWBOY CONSPIRACY

By Misty Kitten, SASS #56602

have to tell everyone about some-

thing called “The Cowboy
Conspiracy.” You see, it all started
around this time last year. I was
conspired against and roped into
something called Cowboy Action
Shooting™.

There were three main conspira-
tors: a tall, lanky cowboy who called
himself Pinetree, SASS #56601, who
by the way is my husband. Another
of the conspirators is a cowboy who
is successfully able to split his time
between Cowboy Action Shooting™,
reenacting at Civil War events, and
running a mercantile for outfitting
Cowboy Action Shooters. This man
is known as Timeline Cowboy, SASS
#27650. The third and most notori-
ous conspirator of the bunch is a
cowboy who goes by the name of
Vermin, SASS #8016, who has
escaped to, where else, Tombstone,
of course.

Now that you know who these

characters are, here’s what happened:

The first conspirator, Pinetree,
took me to a shooting range one day
to show me how to shoot. I had
never shot a gun until that time.
Shortly thereafter, we attended our
first Cowboy Action Shooting™
event, which we heard about from
conspirator #2, Timeline Cowboy.
The shooting event occurred at the
Jefferson Rifle Club in Jefferson,
PA, run by a motley bunch that
called themselves, “The dJefferson
Outlaws.”

At this shoot I was able to wit-
ness some amazing things, one of
which was an extraordinary cowboy
who called himself Shadow Carson,
SASS #22660. He was a one-armed
cowboy who could put a lot of two-
armed cowboys to shame. I'm not
quite sure how many “clean” match-
es this cowboy has to date, (there
are quite a few,) but I do know he
earned my respect!

Cochise Leather
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Quality Custom Leatherwork
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e Chaps/Chinks * Saddlebags
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Cochise, AZ * (520) 826-1272
See these and MUCH MORE on our

Website: www.cochiseleather.com

At the next monthly shoot, I
decided to help out at the loading
and unloading tables, getting advice
from Timeline Cowboy on what to
watch for at these important areas.
I also began getting to know some of
the characters I would be shooting
with in the very near future.

Afterwards, Pinetree and 1
stayed behind so I could get in a lit-
tle trigger time and actually fire
some of the “Cowboy” guns. Using
his Ruger Vaquero .44 pistols and
his Winchester rifle, (I now possess
one), I began to practice my “bang
clanging.”

Within a short time we were
approached by Vermin (the two-
legged kind), who had mysteriously
showed up offering a pair of “tuned”
.38 pistols for me to try. This is
where the conspiracy really gets
rolling! Next, it was a Stoger shot-
gun, (which, thanks to Vermin, I now
own,) loaded with what we now refer

to as “Headache Free Vermin Loads.”

As a lot of women out there will
attest, we don’t do shotguns real
well. If it hadn’t been for the
“Vermin Load,” I don’t think I'd be
shooting today.

Okay, so the conspiracy worked,
guys! I am now shooting at the
Jefferson Rifle Club’s monthly
shoots with co-conspirators, Pine-
tree and Timeline Cowboy, minus
Vermin, who is still hiding out in
Tombstone, (yeah, I saw your name
on that score sheet out there.) We
all miss him and his Missus, Devil
Woman, a lot around here.

I'm still learning the ins and
outs of the sport, but I'm having fun
with the cast of characters I meet at
the shoots each month. This is the
part where I thank all of the con-
spirators who belong to the Jeffer-
son Outlaws or are welcomed SASS
shooters at our events. Thanks, and
see y’all at the shoots! 4.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF A o A

THE ART OF MOWING
FROG LEGS

By Cowchip Thrower, SASS #48267

RANGE OFFICER

By Ima Darlin, SASS #56196
“Life Doesn’t Have To Be Perfect To Be Darlin’”

have just taken my RO II Course, and I find it is

by far the most important thing I have done in
SASS. I have been shooting for almost two years
now, and I have heard all kinds of rules, but most
of them never really made sense to me until I took
the SASS RO courses.

In these courses, I learned how stages are cre-
ated, and about all the plans needed to put on a
match. I learned about the different categories,
and about the importance of safety always, but the
most important thing I learned is about the “Spirit
of the Game.” I may say this all the time, but I
think the “Spirit of the Game” is really what
makes this sport so enjoyable.

I really like getting the opportunity to learn
new things, so I knew I wanted to take the RO

aving been raised in the

Texas Panhandle, I am quite
familiar with a phenomenon
(thang) know as a “Texas Blue
Norther (TBN).” The TBN hap-
pens in the wintertime. An ordi-
nary day with a clear sky and a
temperature in the 50’s or 60’s can
suddenly turn nasty. Looking
north, you see a dark, almost
black, “front” moving south, very
fast, toward you. When it hits, the
temperature could drop down to
20 or 30 degrees almost instantly.

When we saw it coming, we
would run to the house and pick

up a few things, and then run out
to the pond in the pasture. As the
TBN got closer, we would start
banging on an old metal pot with a
big metal spoon, and start run-
ning around the pond. This would
scare the frogs, and they would all
make a “beeline” for the pond.

If we timed it just right (and it
surely took lots of practice), the
frogs would hit the water just as
the TBN hit, freezing the water
with all the frog legs sticking out.
Then we would grab the lawn-
mower and mow a bushel of frog
legs for dinner! 4.

classes. Taking them also helped me get over my
fear of running the timer, and that is just another
way I can become more involved in this sport.

I want to encourage all those SASS members
who haven’t taken the Range Officer courses yet to take them. They are def-
initely worth your time. You will really benefit from them. 2.
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SO YOU WANT TO TAKE A FAMILY PHOTO -
“COWBOY STYLE?”

Tips on Photographing Your Family at Cowboy Action Shooting™ Matches

By Eagle Eye Tom, SASS #59323, of Mr. Quigley Photography

ne of the many benefits of Cowboy

Action Shooting™ is it lends itself to a
broad spectrum of participants ... from
retirement folks to the younger more ener-
getic folks called “kids.” Here’s a perfect
opportunity to get a great family or group
photo, with half the battle already won.
Let’s face it, kids love to get dressed up as
“cowboys” or “cowgirls” (so do adults as you
can well see at any Cowboy Action
Shooting™ event). If you ever had to dress
up your younger kids or teenagers for a
nice family portrait, you can almost see the
heels digging in as you reflect on some of
those trying moments. Even if you get a
nice shirt on that younger guy, I dare you
to get him to tuck it in or to wear a belt so
the boxers aren’t showing! My point is, at
a Cowboy Action Shooting™ event every-
one is already dressed up in really cool
clothing! All you need to do is to round

*SPECIAL |
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them up for a great family portrait that
will bring back great memories for the

grandchildren and even great-grandkids
With challenge #1 taken care of, chal-
lenge #2 is to find the right time and place
to round up all those little John Wayne’s
and Annie Oakley’s for that perfect “Old
Time Photo.” Personally, I prefer a nice
outdoor setting over a canned indoor studio
with a cheesy backdrop, but they both have
their pros and cons. Outdoors you have
wind and constantly changing lighting to
contend with. Indoors you can control the
light if you have proper equipment. Most
people reading this article will not have all
the fancy lights and props to make the
indoor photos work well, so lets explore the
outside options at a Cowboy Action Shoot.
I'll make several suggestions that may
make your photo session a more harmo-
(Continued on page 41)
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Western & Wildlife Wonders
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BEFORE IT°S TOO LATE

Before you go to your next shoot and you’re all duded
up, take a moment and really look at yourself in
the mirror. Think about what you are about to do and
whom you are going to do it with. Then think about
this. The people you are doing it with are what will
make you have a great day at your match. You are
going to PLAY Cowboy with your friends. I don’t think
it would be much fun being dressed up like that on the
range all by yourself.

This past year and a half (2004-2005) has been as
hard as it was good. I want to tell you all of this before
it should ever be too late. In August 2004, my Dad was
returning to New York after visiting with us in
Maryland. He loved when he visited, and I took him to
watch a match. He really enjoyed talking to all of the
GREAT friends I've made in this game. Before he got
on the plane, I told him I loved him, enjoyed his visit,
and looked forward to the next time he comes back. A
week later, he had a stroke, wound up in a nursing

home, and I feel I lost the Dad I knew. Also, I found so many great people in
this sport that I have gotten closer with than I thought I ever would. Each
time I saw my Dad I told him the Cowboys had asked about him, and he
would get a big smile on his face. I planned to tell him about our three-day
shoot the next time I visited him. Well pards, it’s too late. He passed away

By Dice, SASS #21400

the week before our shoot. Dad never wanted to shoot, but he had a good

\; |

time just talking to others and watching. He said he
did too much shooting in WWII. I did tell him I was
proud of him for serving his country.

Did you ever think the next time you go to a match
that someone you always have a great time with
wouldn’t be there anymore? One day last season while
I was walking down the trail to the range, one of my
friends said to me, “something happened to G.W.” (I
won’t mention anyone by name. All of my Amigos
know who they are.) I asked what happened to him.
He replied, “I thought you knew,” and then his eyes
started to water up. He told me G.W. had been hit by
a bus and wasn’t doing well. Because I was lucky
enough to see G.W. in the hospital, I told him how I felt
and thanked him for our friendship. Recently, I just
discovered the cowboy who told me about G.W. isn’t
doing well. It really stinks growing up and getting
older! That’s a big reason why I like to play Cowboy at
a shooting match as much as I can and whenever I can.

The man that introduced me to this great sport decided he and his wife
would move to Arizona. I'm glad I got the chance to thank him.

Little things folks say and do can really mean a lot at times. While I was
at a state shoot, one RO came to get me in his golf cart and said I had an
important message to call home. He drove me up by the clubhouse, so I could

(Continued on page 40)
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WHAT WOULD YOU DO TO PROTECT OUR RIGHTS
GUARANTEED BY THE SECOND AMENDMENT?

By Dallas Stoudenmire, SASS #322 and Regulator
Texas State Rifle Association Director for Cowboy Action Shooting™

n the last twenty years I've become

more active in defending the Second
Amendment, something that really
should not have to be defended. However,
many here at home in the US and abroad
would like to see America disarmed. I
talk with many people in the shooting
sports, and have found a lot of NRA mem-
bers and some Texas State Rifle
Association (TSRA) members, but many
who belong to neither organization. One
of the biggest gripes I hear is the NRA is
continually asking for money. I know it
takes money to have to continually
remind our leftist leaning friends what
the right to keep and bear means, but
let’s face it, all of us could go broke if we
gave money every time the NRA sends
out a “give us money letter.” I give what
I can, when I can, and the rest of the time
these letters go in the round file.

As a director for the Texas State Rifle
Association for Cowboy Action Shoo-
ting™, T always ask the people I talk to if
they are members of TSRA. Some are

Providing a safe, fun shooting environment
for the Texas Congressional staffers is an
effective way of indoctrinating these advisers
so ill-conceived legislation can be avoided.

and some have never heard of the Organization. I get excus-
es as to why they are not members of TSRA. I think I've
heard them all, but the most common is “I’'m a member of the
NRA. Why should I be a member of TSRA?” Let’s go into the
reasons why anyone the owns a gun in Texas or any other
state should be a member of the Texas State Rifle Association
or any of the other State Rifle Associations across America.

I ran across a page of history the other day and began to
apply it to today. For most of us native Texans this should
be familiar.

Fellow citizens and compatriots,

I am besieged, by a thousand or more of the Mexicans
under Santa Anna. I have sustained a continual
Bombardment and cannonade for twenty-four hours and have
not lost a man. The enemy has demanded a surrender at dis-
cretion, otherwise, the garrison are to be put to the sword, if
the fort is taken. I have answered the demand with a cannon
shot, and our flag still waves proudly from the walls. I shall
never surrender or retreat.

Then, I call on you in the name of Liberty, of patriotism
and everything dear to the American character, to come to our
aid, with all dispatch. The enemy is receiving reinforcements
daily and will no doubt increase to three or four thousand in
four or five days. If this call is neglected, I am determined to

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)

sustain myself as long as possible and
die like a soldier who never forgets
what is due to his own honor and that
of his country. Victory or Death.

Lt. Col. William Barret Travis

For those not familiar with this
letter, it was written during the siege
of the Alamo in San Antonio, March
1836, by Co. William B. Travis, com-
mander of the forces in the old
Mission. Now you ask, “What has
this got to do with today?” Let’s
break it down a little and apply it to
gun owners.

Fellow citizens and compatri-
ots is the greeting. Who is he talking
to? Travis is appealing to every free-
dom loving Texan and American - peo-
ple like you and me that know what
freedom is and of the cost to maintain
it. These people came to Texas with a
dream of prosperity and to make a
new life in Texas. At the time, Texas
was part of the Republic of Mexico,
but soon became a dictatorship under
Santa Anna.

I am besieged by a thousand
or more of the Mexicans under
Santa Anna. We, as gun owners
today, are besieged by the liberal
mainstream press and politicos not
only in the US Government, but at the
State and local levels as well. These
people would take our constitution to
the paper shredder to control the pop-
ulace, if we let them. That does not
only apply to the 2nd Amendment. If
you want an example, take a look at
the Campaign Finance Reform bill
that passed. Does the 1st Amendment
ring a bell? We are besieged in our
country by those who say “The police
and government will protect me, so we
don’t need to be armed. On 911, if
only one passenger on each of those
planes had been armed, the devasta-
tion might not have been as great.
Then there are the complacent, (the
enemy within our own ranks), with
the opinion, “as long as the law does
not effect me, it’s OK.”

The enemy has demanded sur-
render, other wise the garrison is
to be put to the sword if the fort is
taken. What is surrender? How
about sensible gun laws, like the
Clinton assault weapon ban? The
banning of so called cheap Saturday
night specials? I know, trigger locks
on all guns so the bad guys can’t use
them. I know they will all use them so
they don’t get in trouble with the law.
How about banning the Concealed
Handgun Licensee from carrying on
any City owned property like the
streets, parks, or administration
buildings. City owned? Who owns the
City anyway? What’s next? If the anti
gunners have their way, it would leave
all citizens at the mercy of all our ene-
mies, both foreign and domestic.

I have answered the demand
with a cannon shot and our flag
still waves proudly from the walls.
Last year the TSRA Political Action
Committee answered with a canon
shot in the legislature. TSRA is the
only organization working on a regu-
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Getting as many people familiar and
comfortable with the shooting sports
as possible reduces the fear of
firearms and firearm owners and
provides a better educated public
as to the benefits and enjoyment
the shooting sports bring.

lar basis to preserve our rights in the
state. The TSRA/PAC, worked with
our Representatives in Austin to cor-
rect and instruct wayward cities in the
Texas Constitution. Our Constitution
states that only the Texas Congress
has the power to regulate the carrying
of arms. Cities cannot and will not
usurp the law by passing city ordi-
nances restricting CHL holders. The
state has now recognized the right of a
citizen to protect himself while travel-
ing in their travel homes as an exten-
sion of their home, without a concealed
carry license. The TSRA/PAC is con-
stantly sending out alerts to keep us
informed as to what congress is doing
and what we as citizens need to do to
respond to as threats to our freedoms
become apparent.

(The call.) Then I call on you
in the name of liberty, of patriot-
ism and everything dear to the
American character, come to our
aid with all dispatch. The enemy
is receiving reinforcements daily
and will no doubt increase to
three or four thousand in four or
five days. If this call is neglected,
I am determined to sustain
myself as long as possible and die
like a soldier who never forgets
what is due to his own honor and
that of his country. If you own a
gun in Texas or America, this is the
call. It is time to become an activist.
JOIN your State Rifle Association.
The stronger we are in each State, the
stronger our voices will be heard in
Washington. The State Organiza-
tions work hand in hand with the
NRA. The NRA is best on the nation-
al scene and in some state levels. But
in the States, your State Rifle
Association leads the way to preserve
our rights at home where we live. It
is time for us to be on the offensive,
not on the defensive.

Give to your state organization
PAC. A little or a lot is up to you.
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In Texas, one of the little things
our Political Action Team does is to
host the Ladies of the Capitol Event.
Our lobbyist will bring out as many of
the lady staffers of all the members of
the State Congress for a picnic and
day of shooting. Many of these
women have never fired a gun in their
lives. The last couple of years Miss
Hattie and I have set up a Cowboy
Action stage for them. They learn
shot gunning on a five stand and
learn to shoot BB guns by instinct
with no sights. This year we brought
out some .22s and kept the magazines
loaded so they could plink as long as
they wanted. When our Legislators
are in session, they cannot be near
their constituents, so they will rely on
the opinions of their staff. When a
questionable gun law comes up, these
women will remember the fun they
had shooting guns. Since we started
this event, it has opened so many
doors in Austin, Texas has started
rolling back some of its archaic gun
laws, and we, as citizens of Texas,
have become safer.

There are other ways to become an
activist. Know and communicate with
your representatives on what and how
you expect to be represented. Give’em
a piece of your mind, as they certainly
can’t read it. This will be effective
with your City leaders as well.

Give of your time. There are
youth organizations that need volun-
teer help. Working with the youth is
one of the best ways to secure the
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future. They are the future. Giving
them your knowledge can help to keep
the spirit alive for hunting and all the
shooting sports. There are youth
hunts and 4-H clubs all over the state
as well as the Junior Olympics.

Last but not least, get to know
your neighbors. We go through our
busy lives and may times don’t know
the folks next door. Get to know them
and talk to them. Let them know
what we do for fun and share the
experiences. Talk to them about
shooting, neighborhood safety, and
help them when needed. Bringing
guns out into the open for the misin-
formed will give them a positive per-
ception about gun ownership. Many
who have fears will become less fear-
ful about guns and their owners. We,
as gun owners, will just become regu-
lar folk. And that’s a good thing.

Will you answer with a canon shot
or let the call go neglected? Will you
be that soldier determined to sustain
himself and his honor for the greater
good of our State and Nation? Will
you be a part of the victory in the
name of liberty? Become a member of
your State Rifle Association, or
upgrade your membership. Be an
activist working in your community to
educate the misinformed.

Working for your rights in your
local area and state is one of the best
ways to keep the gun grabbers on the
run and informed that the 2nd
Amendment is our best Homeland
Security. £.
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THE BENDERS OF KANSAS

Where Facts Intertwine with Legend in the Dusty Annals of History
Part I

By Hill Beachy, Deputy Sheriff of Lewiston, 1.T., SASS #5327

This highway marker,
long since removed, once stood
on US Rte 160 in
Labette County, Kansas:

n the high prairie a mile north-

west, beyond the nearby Mounds
which bear the name, the Bender
family ~ John, his wife, son, and
daughter Kate ~ in 1871 built a
small house. Partitioned in two
rooms by a canvas cloth it had a
table, stove, and grocery shelves in
front. In back were beds, a sledge-
hammer, and a trap door above a pit-
like cellar. Kate, a self- proclaimed
healer and spiritualist and reported
to be a beautiful, voluptuous girl
with tigerish grace, was the leading
spirit of her murderous family.

The house was located on the
main road. Travelers stopping for a
meal were seated on a bench backed
tight against the canvas. In the next
two years several disappeared.
When  suspicious were finally
aroused, in 1873, the Benders fled. A
search of their property disclosed
eleven bodies buried in the garden,
skulls crushed by hammer blows
through the canvass.

The end of the Benders is not
known. The earth seemed to swallow
them, as it had their victims.

The legend of the Benders of
Kansas is rooted in fact, but has
assumed the trappings of a legend.
The central figures remain constant
(the Old Man, the crazy son Tom,
and the raven-haired beauty Kate —
some versions also add an older

Y BINDERS

- h‘.._. ] e
s treaas
STy
et
B e e

1

woman, known only as “Ma Bender”
— and a dozen or more murdered

travelers), but the details have
become increasingly murky over the
intervening years. This is fairly
common with old, poorly document-
ed events on the sparsely settled
prairie, where details are alternately
embellished or forgotten during
numerous retellings. Back in May of
’01, a chance comment from Lone-
some Dave, SASS #6761, had
spurred me to re-tell a version of this
story to the folks who gather around
the Cowboy Action Shooting™ fire,
and there it rested. More recently, a
lady friend (coincidentally, another
raven-haired beauty named Kate)
mentioned she had never heard the
story either. Thus it was decided the
old serials would be resurrected,
updated, and published in this venue
for all to enjoy.

From Lonesome Dave, “May 4,
1873- Labette County, Kansas- the
remains of Dr. William York and

other murder victims are found on
the Bender family farm.” (Author’s
note: Labette County Kansas is locat-
ed in the southeast corner of the state
and abuts the Oklahoma state line.
It lies just east of Coffeyville, where
brave townsmen halted the Dalton
Gang’s crime spree).

Now there’s quite a story behind
THAT little tale! And to think Old
Man Bender escaped ... the reward
was valid for many years ... in fact, it
used to be fairly common during the
Old West to jokingly accuse a man of
about the right age as being Old Man
Bender. Some have claimed Palaver
Pete, SASS #4375, might even be Old
Man Bender hisself!

The Bender story is a classic
Western campfire story, and its set-
ting on the pristine American prairie
merely reinforces its Gothic horrors.
What follows is supposedly the
“true” version of the story (but then
again, ain’t they all?) Alright then,
sit on down by the fire, pour yourself
a cup of coffee, and let me tell you
about how it was back in the old
days. What with the long distances
between towns on the sparsely set-
tled prairie, travelers sometimes
would stop off at one of the very few
houses or way-stations to knock the
dust off their boots and get a home-
cooked meal before moving on.

In 1871, one such place was the
Bender farm. Old Man Bender had
two offspring, Tom and Kate. Tom
had a silly, eerie laugh, like a half-
wit or a madman. The Old Man
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(some folks say no one ever knew his
real name) looked as though he
would kill on the slightest provoca-
tion. But Kate! Oh, now Kate was
another matter entirely. Tall, slen-
der, and voluptuous with long, flow-
ing, raven-black hair, Kate was not
without certain evilly attractive
charms. She was said to ride her
black horse at full gallop during the
dead of night in the thunder, rain,
and lightning. Many a moneyed
guest, it was said, was lured to his
death in a dark rear room by Kate’s
lascivious dancing. (Note: In later
versions of the story, the location was
changed to the outskirts of the more-
familiar Dodge City, and Kate was
either a tall, bowlegged, gangly witch
of a walleyed girl or a gorgeous Siren
who lured young men to their deaths
— take your pick. Cutler’s 1883 ver-
sion furnishes the name John Bender
for the clan’s patriarch, and adds an
unnamed wife. Cutler also stated
young Tom sometimes posed as
Kate’s husband and at other times as
her brother. McLoughlin claims Kate
had copper-colored hair.)

But if the number of men enter-
ing Bender’s seedy premises was
greater than the number departing,
these were rough-and-tumble times
on the frontier, and no one was keep-
ing score. The documented story
(with photos to support it) was that
her last victim was Dr. York, brother
of the prominent Colonel York of Fort
Scott. The good Colonel arrived at

(Continued on page 40)
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THE BENDERS OF KANSAS...

(Continued from page 39)

the deserted farmhouse with a
search party shortly following his
brother’s disappearance. (Again, the
various versions differ here; one
states her final victim was one of the
rare, “live,” and honest sheriffs who
became brave enough to visit the
establishment in an attempt to ascer-
tain why so many of its guests were
never seen thereafter. Feigning
drunkenness and lust, he followed
Kate into the dark; and like the rest,
he too never emerged. The next day,
the roadhouse was ominously dark
and silent. Concerned citizens broke
in to investigate, and found the sher-
iff dead on the floor, his head nearly
severed from his body. This version
further claims that Kate lay there
with a bullet drilled neatly through
her eye, still clutching a bloody
hatchet. Probably too neatly wrapped
to be true. But then, why let “facts”
get in the way of a good story?)

The townspeople started looking
around the premises, eventually
pulling up the boards covering a cis-
tern. Inside there were eight corpses
— each with a smashed skull.
Apparently, Kate would lure the men
into the back room, and then bash
their skulls in. The family would
then recover any plunder and dispose
of the bodies. (Versions of the story
published in The St Louis Republican
[December, 1882] and in Cutler’s 1883

History of the State of Kansas state
that a sheet was hung to separate the
kitchen from the main room of the
house. While the unsuspecting guest
sat with his back to the sheet, Kate —
ostensibly cooking dinner in the back
“room” — would bludgeon the neatly
silhouetted victim from behind. The
bodies would then be dumped into a
pit located under a trapdoor until
they could be carried outdoors and
buried under cover of darkness.
Although this version appears more
plausible due to the common use of
sheets as room dividers, it certainly
seems they would have to change the
sheets fairly frequently or risk tipping
off the intended victim,).

For quite some time afterward,
the good citizens were finding bodies
under rocks, trees, and brush piles.
Little more is recorded of the broth-
er, Tom. One version of the story has
Kate killing off both him and the Old
Man. The 1882 St. Louis Republican
article reported that, contrary to the
events recounted above, a posse cap-
tured the entire family after a wild
chase by rail, wagon, and horseback;
the fugitives being summarily exe-
cuted and buried in a pit about four
miles from Grand River, Indian
Territory. The original highway
marker on US Rte 160 near the
farmstead asserted, “the earth
seemed to swallow them, as it had
their victims.” Should this be inter-
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preted as a successful escape, or per-
haps as an allusion to the actions of
the posse? The current highway
marker on U.S. Rte 169 mentions
both possibilities.

Other versions of the story have
Kate escaping the Law in Kansas
and marrying a sheriff (or a Texas
Ranger, take your pick). When he
gets to asking too many questions,
they reach an agreement to live and
let live (or, she kills him too — there
are plenty of versions to go around).

One of the most ludicrous accounts
has the entire family escaping by
hot-air balloon, finally coming to rest
after crashing into the mast of a ship
sailing the Gulf of Mexico. (I suspect
this version involved ample amounts
of rye whiskey, and most of the “hot
air” was not in the balloon.) Yet, this
version was duly published in news-
papers of the day! Proof that media
accounts — current or period — are
not always reliable.
To be continued ... £
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BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE ...

(Continued from page 34)

use my phone. It was more bad news
about my Dad. My family in NY told
me to stay where I was because there
was nothing I could do. They just
want me to stay updated on Dad.
The RO drove me back to my posse,
as that’s where I wanted to be. He
gave me a supporting pat on the back
as I exited the golf cart. That’s one of
those little things that mean a lot.
One friend was only there to watch
for a while, and she told me she
would stay the rest of the day, so she
could hold my cell phone in case my
family called again and also just to
be there for me. My one-armed
Amigo can just give me a look that
means he is always there for me. To
watch him shoot and be around his
great spirit, you don’t see a person
with a handicap. You just see one
heck of a real Cowboy. I know no one
that shoots as many clean matches
as he does. When I am with my cow-
boy friends, and the other great peo-
ple I shoot with, I am surrounded by
my non-biological family. Before it
should ever be too late, I need to tell
them, “I LOVE you, man!!!”

I had the great honor of standing
with many good people who taught
me so much about this great game
and how to be an instructor at a new
shooter’s clinic. I was teaching new
shooters how to be a safety officer by
working the unloading table. Some
of them weren’t sure if I was serious

when I told them to make sure you
thank the person 