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SASS CENTRA?GANAI]IA HAMPIONSHIP

arrie, Ontario, Canada
— The first ever SASS
Central Canadian Cham-
pionship (July 22 — 20)
put on by the Bar-E Ranch was an
outstanding success. The kudos for
this outstanding success must go to
Northern Crow, who made all the
steel targets and his spouse-in-arms
Lady Smith, who wrote all the
stages. They jointly boss the outfit
with the help of a dozen loyal
rancheros. “And some members of
neighboring clubs who shoot with us
and are considered part of our fam-
ily,” adds Crow.

The Bar-E Ranch is the Cowboy
Action Shooting™ branch of the
Barrie Gun Club situated just west
of the town of Barrie, Ontario,
Canada. The Championship boas-
ted 104 entrants, 98 of whom
showed up. It was the largest gath-
ering of cowpokes in this neck of the
woods, ever. Back in the ‘90s the
Sandy Town Boys in Tillsonburg
and the Detroit Sportsmen’s Club in
Michigan used to host 80 to 90 wad-
dies—the majority of them Ameri-
cans—at a cross-border, two-day
annual shoot dubbed the Can/Am
match. All these years later there
were just six shooters from the
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Maitch Director Northern Crow makes smoke at his favorite
watering hole—the Crow Saloon, where else?
Crow made all the targets and his spouse-in-arms, Lady Smith,
wrote the stages. These two have done wonders developing
Cowboy Action at the Bar-E in Barrie, Ontario.

U.S.A,, five from New Jersey and
one from Michigan, but this is a dra-
matic increase since Canada’s long-
gun registry (since repealed) and
passports were required to cross our
once peaceful pre-9/11 borders.
Only seven years ago a member
of the Barrie Gun Club, who wanted
to go Cowboy Action Shooting™ had
to travel to a club that permitted
such Wild West shenanigans. At the

first Bar-E Cowboy Action Shoot-
ing™ attempts, shotguns could only
be loaded with inch-long sections of
garden hose ahead of a wad and a
pinch of blackpowder in the car-
tridge. To this day, those brave few
have their “rubber bullets” laced to
their long guns to show their pio-
neer status. Today, the club is the
leader in recruitment and training
of Cowboy Action Shooting™ com-

. time.
* match is not a challenge, let me tell

petitors and the pre-eminent Cana-
dian club in staging Cowboy Action
Shooting™ matches.

How has this transformation
come about? “I guess if you put on
25 matches a year, you become ex-
perienced in quite a short period of

1 time,” explains Crow. Yup, hard

work is the answer. Two matches a
month plus an annual match that
has morphed into the SASS Central
Canadian Championship has made
the Bar-E Ranch the premier SASS
destination in central Canada.

The word of SASS is holy writ
at the Bar-E, and they make a point
of honoring all SASS categories.
The targets are big and close, there
are no mind games tucked into the
scenarios to collect procedurals, and
the match ran smoothly and on
But if you think a Bar-E

you—the 98 shooters produced just
three—count ‘em three—clean

. matches! And, the rancheros have

always had a distinctly fresh ap-
proach to things.

How many times have we all
heard it? “In this game the only
way to leave with a Cadillac is ar-
rive in a Cadillac. Har, har, har!”
It’s the sound of a proud Cowboy
Action Shooter bragging that, in
Cowboy Action it isn’t all about win-
ning and valuable prizes. It’s about
The Cowboy Way, The Spirit of the
Game, and A Way of Life that em-
bodies the Values We all Aspire To.
Gamers beware etc., etc. Right?
“Yada, yada, yada,” chant the stout-
hearted Rancheros of the Bar-E
Ranch as they tore the seat out of
the duckings of the above-men-
tioned bragger by presenting the
winner, one Rawhide Wilson, who

(Continued on page 25)
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Tex, SASS #4

n the very beginning,
there were a few dozen
folks playing “cowboy”
in Southern California
and Arizona. There were few
rules, few aliases, and (in retro-
spect) gosh-awful looking “cow-
boy” outfits! Cowboy Action was
centered in one of the great pop-
ulation centers of the United
States—the Los Angeles basin
with its 14 million people. With
lots of “wanna be” cowboys to
draw from, it’s not surprising a

hardcore group of shooters be-
came “regulars” at the few local
matches, and local clubs begin to
form. The “game” was beginning
to take hold!

After some five years of infor-
mal matches, mostly in southern
California, SASS was formed.
The Wild Bunch was recognized
as the Board of Directors, the
Handbook was published for the
first time, an alias registry was
established, the SASS badge was
designed, and The Cotuboy Chronicle
was created to “tie the country
together.” Memberships were
sold, including endowment mem-
berships (the first hundred life
members), and later the 5000 se-
ries of badges was set-aside for
life members. Growth was
steady, but slow, and leveled out
at about 4000 members.

Then we sent the Judge on
the road.

By Tex, SASS #4

The Judge’s job was to listen
to folks across the country, make
suggestions where appropriate,
and encourage the establishment
of clubs. Recruiting new mem-
bers has never been all that dif-
ficult, but if the new members
have no place to play on a regular
basis, it’s hard to keep their in-
terest ... and their membership.
As new clubs were established
around the country, membership
took off! Clearly, SASS clubs are
the lifeblood of SASS!

While SASS is vitally inter-
ested in the development and
longevity of its clubs, there is pre-
cious little it can do to actively
promote their growth. For a club
to be viable, its officers and mem-
bers need to be dedicated to Cow-
boy Action and the Cowboy Way.
They must have a decent shoot-

Glubs Are The Lifehlood Of SASS

ing program. They must make
newcomers feel welcome (and
mean it!). They really, really
need some sort of social program
as well. SASS cowboys are
among the best people on earth
.. and they’re fun to be around.
Bonding amongst club members
creates strong relationships that
benefit their organization.

Clubs must promote them-
selves. Making the community
aware of a club’s presence is the
first step in recruiting new mem-
bers. This can easily be done if
the club has someone interested
in history and will write short
pieces about local history for the
community news media. Reen-
actments during community cel-
ebrations certainly put the Old
West in front of many potential
members. Simply staying in cos-
tume after a match and eating in
a local restaurant on your way
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home invites questions from the
other patrons. And finally, sup-
port as many civic organizations
and events as your club members
can accommodate.

Once you’ve recruited mem-
bers, how do you keep them?

You keep them by providing a
fun experience for your members.
SASS demographics show an
aging population, and one where
the grandparents, in general, are
the ones who introduce the
grandkids to Cowboy Action.
Both the young and the old need
to enjoy their shooting experi-
ence—and both generally enjoy
the same things! Neither can re-
member complicated shooting se-
quences, the old guys aren’t
steady enough to hit small, dis-
tant targets, and neither do a
good job of running or climbing
over stage obstacles. Six stages
are enough to wear out most com-
petitors; four stages are the ab-
solute minimum. Have a
regularly scheduled shooting day,
and stick to it. This makes it
easy for new folks to “drop by”
and allows your members to plan
their time and play consistently.

Finally, encourage your mem-
bers to continually try something
new (like a new shooting category
once they've “mastered” their
present category)—it keeps the
game exciting and new ... and a
continual learning process. Keep-
ing track of wins so an annual
“club champion” can be recog-
nized doesn’t do this ... it encour-
ages folks to stay in one discipline

until they burn out and leave.

While SASS cannot afford to
supply prize packages or send
members of the Wild Bunch to
every annual match, it can and
does recognize and support every
State, Regional, and National
Championship with a prize pack-
age and winners’ buckles. There
are some 500 annual matches
each year, and of these, some 70
are “SASS sanctioned.”

On an individual basis, SASS
endeavors to provide as many
“benefits” for members as possible.
These include SASS credit cards,
rental car agreements, insurance,
and more. There’s leverage in
numbers, and SASS has enough
members to make this organiza-
tion attractive to businesses.

In spite of everyone detesting
politics ... politics is everywhere.
Politics is simply the way people
interact with one another. There
are confrontations, compromises,
and accommodations ... like it or
not, politics is a way of life. And,
every club has internal politics—
who (really) runs the club, who
does the work, what do the stages
look like, who establishes the
club “rules” and policies? And, if
there is another club right down
the road (or in the same town),
sometimes there are “issues” be-
tween the clubs. SASS and the
Wild Bunch have long-since been
taught they cannot solve any-
one’s problems or resolve their is-
sues ... those are the jobs of the
clubs and their members. SASS
cannot possibly understand or

appreciate the subtleties of the
issues, perhaps the past history
that is lurking in the back-
ground, or who did what to
whom. SASS wisely chooses to
stay out of all local politics and
insists on a “hands-off” policy re-
garding how clubs conduct their
business and run their matches.
(Sort of like the Prime Directive
on Star Trek!) If a club has a
good, accommodating set of prac-
tices and policies, they’ll attract
new members and grow. If not,
they won’t. It’s a self-correcting
situation. The only real disap-
pointment is when a club exhibits
a “bad attitude” of some sort and
chooses to not change, even when
some of its members bring the is-
sues to the club’s hierarchy.

There are those who continue
to ask—why should I join SASS?
I can join any club and shoot any-
where I want without joining
SASS, so what’s the point?

The game of Cowboy Action
Shooting™ exists because of
SASS. SASS is the glue that holds
the clubs together and provides a
consistent, competitive frame-
work for everyone, no matter
where they live. Cowboys and
girls can travel anywhere in this
country and expect to understand
the rules, range commands, and
safety procedures—no surprises.
And, this is true even when trav-
eling overseas. Without SASS,
Cowboy Action clubs would be like
the Galapagos Islands—isolated
entities that would eventually
evolve in their own deviant direc-

tion. In time, none of us would
recognize our game, and certainly
would not feel comfortable travel-
ing to “out of state” matches.

Internationally, the reasons
for joining SASS are even more
important. Many of these folks
don’t read or speak English and
have to receive @The Cofuboy Chron-
icle via a PDF file (which inciden-
tally, one day all of us will ...), but
having an internationally recog-
nized set of rules published and
maintained by SASS allows Cow-
boy Action to be recognized as a
legitimate international sport by
their law enforcement/govern-
mental agencies. This in turn al-
lows them to own the appropriate
set of guns, keep those guns at
home, and practice for the
greater glory of their home coun-
try. It also allows other interna-
tional competitors to come to
their country, bringing their own
guns, and shooting the match
with confidence, while stimulat-
ing the local economy in the
process! SASS provides the in-
ternational umbrella for all Cow-
boy Action Shooters and
deserves to be supported through
individual memberships.

SASS clubs are vital for the
longevity of Cowboy Action
Shooting™.  Shoot with your
local club, support other sur-
rounding clubs, travel as much as
your budget will allow, and meet
new best friends and see how oth-
ers play the game. This keeps
SASS and Cowboy Action excit-
ing and growing ... £
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" Another Success For The

Wild West History
Association!

By Seven Ladders, SASS #75152

he Wild West History Associa-

tion (WWHA) had another
successful annual Roundup, this
one in Prescott, Arizona, August 1-
4,2012.

The WWHA is devoted to re-
searching and writing about the
real West. Members include en-
thusiasts, historians, writers, and
others interested in finding out
more about the Wild West. The
conference featured presentations
by Anne Collier, Bob Boze Bell,
Roy Young, John Boessenecker,
Bill O’Neill, Marshall Trimble,
and many others. Topics covered
ranged from “Big Nose” Kate, the
Pleasant Valley War, the Wham
Payroll Robbery, Apaches, and
lawmen. Vendors included artists,
book dealers, and collectors. Both
True West and Wild West maga-

zines were also represented.

The Roundup concluded with
a full costume banquet featuring
both a silent and a live auction
with artworks, jewelry, costumes,
and guns. A special feature of the
banquet was recognition of the
numerous SASS members in at-
tendance.

Next year’s Roundup will be
in Boise, Idaho, July 10-13, 2013.
The 2014 Roundup will be in Den-
ver, Colorado, and in 2015, we will
be in Amarillo, Texas. Member-
ship is open to anyone interested
in the Old West. Benefits include
six Quarterly magazines featuring
articles on the Wild West, plus an
outstanding Newsletter, local
events, and much more. Check
out http://wildwesthistory.org to
learn more about the WWHA. 2.
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hen customers are ready
to order or reorder their
Starline brass, they will
see a new face and new
function on the Starline site that
will enhance their shopping experi-
ence. From the moment a visitor
opens the starlinebrass.com site,
they are welcomed to a fresh new
homepage design and redesigned
link button architecture. After an-
alyzing data from their former site,
Starline put the most active links
up front and easy to find on the
new homepage.

“Because so many of our cus-
tomers return to our site for re-
orders, we wanted to make it easy
for them to go directly to their fa-
vorite calibers and place their or-
ders without a lot of extra steps,”
said Starline General Manager
Robert Hayden Jr. The new site is
also very friendly for the first time
user. More detailed caliber descrip-
tions and case photography were
added to each caliber in the Star-
line product mix.

Another important site feature
is the enhanced inventory status
shown with each case. “We have
experienced a growing demand for

A NEw Face ON
STARLINEBRASS.COM

our handgun brass over the past
several years, and our inventory
levels change every day,” added
Robert Hayden. “We want to keep
our customers apprised of inven-
tory situations so they can plan
their reloading projects and keep
brass on their reloading benches.”

Starline also wants to stay in
contact with customers via social
media networks, so a Facebook Ac-
tivity link was added to the home-
page to provide a connection with
Starline’s Facebook friends.

Whether customers shop Star-
line on a regular basis, or are visit-
ing for the very first time, the
enhanced 24/7 shopping site await-
ing them is just another reminder
that a great shot, and a great on-
line shopping experience starts
with Starline.

Starline is a leader in the de-
velopment, production, and world-
wide distribution of both standard
and unique brass calibers. The
company offers customers more
than 80 different calibers, and ship-
ping is free to anywhere in the U.S.
except Hawaii and Alaska. For
more information, visit the Starline
website at starlinebrass.com..

Little Known Fact

One of the most popular questions park rangers get when
giving tours around Civil War battlefields is: “Did the
soldiers have to fight around all of these monuments?” They
can only smile and say yes: “They knew exactly where to die.”

Bang N Clang Bullets

Comrbyy Bullets b Cowrbar Shosters

With Mulbple Waorld and Nalional Championship

Titlaz — Half-a-Hand Henri and Texas Tiger
shaal with Bang N Clang Bullsts.

Our bullets are at a Brinell hardness of
12 resulting in better obturation which
reduces leading and increases
accuracy.

Web:http:/iwww bangnelangbullets.com/

Email: salesi@bangnclangbullets com
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By Palaver Pete, SASS Life/ Regulator #4375

alling all Stained Glass
Window Makers! The
Contest is on! Enter
your rendering and do-
nation, for a window design for
the Cowboy Memorial Chapel,
and if your submission is se-
lected, you win a free lunch with
the Judge, and a free shoot at
Founder’s Ranch!

We’re not done yet!

Some

Cowpokes let loose the idea the
fund raising and donations
needed to finish the Chapel have
been completed. THAT AIN’T
SO! We need lots of help yet.
While our goal of $75,000 to build
the chapel has been met, there
are more items needed, such as
these windows, pews, plaques,
and essentially everything you
can imagine inside a chapel. We
are asking you to submit a design
and, if selected by our Chapel
Committee, you win a lunch with
SASS #1 and a free shoot of your
choice at Founders Ranch ... And
yes, if selected, we are asking you
to donate your work and window
to the Chapel.
THE THEME

The Theme is easy! God,
Country, and the West. Tie it all
together as only an artist with your
skills can do. Your drawing can be
sketched to scale, but your final
rendering (to fit the Chapel Win-
dow) will be approximately 48
inches high and 24 inches wide.
The winning artist will be identi-
fied with plaque or plate attached
to the bottom of the selected win-
dowsill, plus recognition and

Little Known Fact

The average American in the 1860s could not afford to paint
his house, and a painted house was a sign of affluence.
In order to keep up appearances, they used cedar clapboards.
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How to enter: Complete your
draft sketched design and send to:
Stained Glass Window Contest,
ATTN: Chapel Committee, 215
Cowboy Way, Edgewood, NM
87015. Contest starts immedi-
ately and will run ‘till the end of
the year, or a bit later if neces-
sary. That’s the gist of it, Pards.
We need your help and your dona-
tion. For additional information,
contact either Long Jim Hancock i
at: longjimhancock@yahoo.com, or
Maurice ‘MO’ Lasses at: don
adler@hotmail.com
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et me first say that my com-

ments below on Colonel Dan’s
May 2012 Cowboy Chronicle article
on “Alienable vs. Inalienable vs.
Unalienable” in no way challenge
his main point that we must re-
main vigilant to what “our” politi-
cians are saying and doing in
Washington.

As a novice historian and great
admirer of Thomas Jefferson, how-
ever, I would like to first point out
that the inscription of the Declara-
tion of Independence on the Jeffer-
son Memorial was transcribed from
a document in Jefferson’s own
handwriting that Jefferson consid-
ered to be the “original Rough
draught” of the Declaration of In-
dependence (even though John
Adams had written an earlier
draft.) That 4-page draft by Jeffer-
son in fact uses the word “inalien-
able,” and the use of Jefferson’s
own wording on his memorial in
Washington of what he called the
original rough draft should not be
considered an affront to the final
version of the Declaration and its
signers. There were in fact many
changes made to Jefferson’s first
draft, including Jefferson’s goal of
being able to retain a passage he
included that opposed slavery—
that passage eventually needed to
be dropped in order to obtain the
required unanimous support for
signature. (Jefferson’s papers, in-
cluding a number of hand-written
drafts of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence are archived at Princeton
University, and Jefferson’s “origi-
nal Rough draught” can be viewed
in his own handwriting at:

http://www.princeton.edu/~tjpa
pers/declaration/declaration.html ).

Jefferson is appropriately cred-
ited with much of the language
used in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, but Ben Franklin and

John Adams had important roles in
fine tuning the wording. I don’t
know when or why the word “in-
alienable” was changed to “un-
alienable” in the final signed
document or whether Jefferson
supported its use, but a comparison
of a draft handwritten by John
Adams used the word “unalien-
able.” Jefferson wrote his “original
draft” following that (with multiple
suggestions by Adams and
Franklin) and used “inalienable” in
the draft they jointly presented for
debate. When signed, the word
“unalienable” was used. (For a
comparison of the wording in
Adam’s handwritten draft, Jeffer-
son’s first handwritten draft, and
the signed document, see:
http://www.ushistory.org/Declara
tion/document/compare.htm )

Over the course of debate, Jef-
ferson agreed to make many
changes in wording—some of those
word changes he probably fully
agreed with, some changes he prob-
ably didn’t care much about one
way or the other, and some he
strongly disagreed with, eg drop-
ping the passage on opposing slav-
ery. I'm not sure anyone knows
what Jefferson’s position was on
“inalienable” or “unalienable.”

It may also help to remember
that the Declaration of Independ-
ence was a statement to the world
(as well as King George) that Great
Britain was depriving the colonists
of their rights for life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness. To my
non-legal mind, I'm not sure we
need to go to Black’s Law Diction-
ary for an answer to whether these
rights were inalienable or unalien-
able or that we need any other
legal source to define what Jeffer-
son and the others meant.by being
deprived They identified 27 differ-
ence grievances defining what the

King was doing to deprive them of
life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness. In fact, of the 1,322 words
in the document (excluding title
and signatures), 656 words or half
were used to describe these griev-
ances. The document ends by stat-
ing that the colonies tried to get
relief and, failing to do, were de-
claring that they were absolved
from all allegiance to the British
Crown and were dissolving all po-
litical connections between them
and Great Britain. It would be left
to others to later write the U.S.
Constitution to define how the
colonies would govern themselves,
hopefully avoiding the problems of
being governed that led them to
absolving their allegiance to Great
Britain.
Shot Doc, SASS #54337
San Antonio, TX

Doc,

First and foremost, thank you
for that informative note. I greatly
appreciate the time and effort you
dedicated to writing us.

I fully acknowledge and agree
and have stated that Jefferson did
use Inalienable in his original
drafts but it was the final draft that
used Unalienable, which earned the
approval of the signers and was
therefore the official document.

After a careful reading of your
note, I found we were in strong
agreement regarding many things

including the multiple drafts of
the document and the editing by
Adams and Franklin.

Many words and phrases
were altered added and omitted
during that process as I stated in
the article and they finally settled
on Un vs In for the case in ques-
tion. Given their strict attention
to detail, that particular change
was made for a definite purpose ...
on that I think we can also safely
assume and agree given their con-
scientious focus on this work.

As for the inclusion of Black’s
Law Dictionary, the purpose was
to illustrate to the reader how def-
initions and connotations evolve
over the years... Sometimes to a
significant degree thus changing
the meanings significantly in the
process.

Another reader pursued the
reason behind the wording on the
Jefferson Memorial via his Repre-
sentative and the Interior Depart-
ment and was told the builders in
1939 purposely used wording
from Jefferson’s original draft for
the inscription on his memorial vs
Unalienable used in the final
draft. This was therefore not an
oversight on their part as some
have concluded.

Just thought you would be in-
terested in another’s work on this
topic.

We may need to establish a
Jefferson Fan Club annex to
SASS one of these days. Old Tom
is also Cat Ballou’s favorite
Founder as well!

Thanks again for the note.

Colonel Dan 4.

Little Known Fact

During the second half of the 1800s when a child died,

parents would often have a photograph taken of the child?
They wanted to preserve the memory for as long as possible.
A lot of photographs taken of sleeping children were actually
of deceased sons or daughters.

VISIT US AT SASSNET.COM



Madd Mike,
SASS Life/Regulator #8595

he 1800s was plumb full of

change; it held history-making
events like the largest/ugliest war
the United States would ever face,
the Civil War. Then, during and
after the same period, the fight
against the natives of this great
land and throw in “remember the
Alamo” in 1836; wow, a lot of fight-
ing in a short period of such a
young country!

Folks dreaming of something
new and better brought about the
expansion westward, with wagon
trains at first, and that mode of
transportation that took months
to complete. Included were folks
like Mark Twain moving west.
Heck, he even hung out here in
Nevada for a spell. As with any-
thing in life, the iron trains had to
“one up” the wagon trains. There
were market demands for more
beef, and the short term fix
brought about the Texas cattle
drives. The need for faster mail
was briefly filled by young, tough,
skinny guys on horseback. Gold
seekers and miners of all precious
metals were on the move from
boom town to boom town, includ-
ing a town called Tombstone and
places like the Klondike and Cali-
fornia. All of this stuff made front
page news.

Then there was some smart
guys, like Morse, that showed us
the telegraph instant messaging
system, and then fellers like Edi-
son and Tessla also educated us
all about the idea energy could be
put to use, quite handily, with a
light bulb and a switch.

To me, these were the good ol’
days in many ways. Then the
moving picture came along, and
Hollyweird worked its magic;
westerns were the mainstay. Even
as the movies morphed into the
TV venue, westerns were at the
forefront. Stars were born, an era
was forever preserved in film—be
it history or just for plain enter-
tainment.

Back about 1996, I stumbled

What Can
WeDoTo
Help?

By Madd Mike,
SASS Regulator #8595

across a flyer at a feed store that
said something ‘bout Cowboy Ac-
tion Shooting™ in the area. 1
went and watched a shoot, and
what a hoot that was! I was
hooked. Within a short time, I had
as many as five family/friends I
re-loaded for, helped them learn
the trade, and I took them to Cow-
boy Shoots on most any Sunday.

The folks I met along the way
were great folks, totally happy
with what the SASS/Cowboy Ac-
tion Shooting™ folks had started.
As with any fast growth, I think
we started getting changes that
were driven more by the “I want”
types. Somewhere along the line,
we seemed to lose a lot of the
western theme, and it became
more about speed, closer targets,
and easier stages. And, of course,
the dreaded category war that has
us fighting like the Hatfields and
McCoys on the SASS Wire with no
declared winner over all.

The Wild-Wild West had it ups
and downs. It had its wonderful
stories and very sad events as
well, and in the scope of things
(time), the western period was
short lived. Now I am here to en-
courage that we, the shooters, do
more to keep Cowboy Action
Shooting™ alive and going strong.
I have only been participating in
SASS/Cowboy Action Shooting™
for about 30% of its overall exis-
tence, and Cowboy Action Shoot-
ing™ has had its ups and downs,
just like the period it emulates.

The view from my saddle is we
are on the cusp of disparity, as we
continue to divide ourselves into
very small groups. We seem to
argue on the Wire about things
like “non-smoking posses,” “cate-
gories,” “shoes/boots,” “the split of
Gunfighter shots,” when the cur-
rent rule was written for safety
and counting reasons. Yes some-
thing needs to be done, and the
TGs have tried in vain to come up
with something with which the
shooters can live.

The posting, under populated
classes, really boiled over, and set-
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just want to send Cree Vicar Dave
a thanks. His article in the June
Cofuboy Chronicle gave me the interest
to install and use a Marbles tang
sight. It’s fast, and I'm shooting

i

better than ever. The only differ-

ence is I had to remove my rear

buckhorn sight to use it correctly.
Eli Slye, SASS #94246
Woodland, GA £

A Great Example of a
True Cowhoy

’d like to introduce Slow Jim
Fiz, SASS #51754, a local com-
petitor with the Old West Shooters
of Randolph, NY. He is 89 years
old; that’s right, young shooters,
89 years old and still shooting! He
is a true example of the western
cowboy.
It has been my pleasure to
compete in state and Regional

matches and meet the people who
reflect the values of the Old West.
They are honest, dedicated,
friendly, and fun loving.

Slow Jim Fiz is a role model
for the rest of us in SASS, and we
feel fortunate to have this caliber
of individual in our area.

John Derringer, SASS #31360

Fredonia, NY 2

ting a limit, (whatever number ya
choose) seems like a simple way
for self-fixing the problem. Kinda
like Darwin’s theory? And be-
sides, just cuz a particular shoot
may not have enough quantity to
fill a category at this shoot, don’t
make it go away forever.

I hope the best for SASS/Cow-
boy Action Shooting™, and I try to
look out for the whole of Cowboy
Action Shooting™ first.  The
struggling world/US economy is

VISIT US AT SASSNET.COM

still showing signs of decline.
Shooters are forced to cut back
and travel less, but we can still
make the choice to support the
very things we care for, even if
they don’t seem to do things per-
fect, or the way some of the “I
wants” think things should be.
Please support SASS/Cowboy Ac-
tion Shooting™ and the NRA,
even though they are NOT perfect.
Mileage will always vary ...
sassmaddmike@yahoo.com 4.
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Nubbms Colt
SASS #7802

s noted, television today
Apresents a wealth of great

gun shows. Cable Channel
FX has some remarkable shows,
but they are not about guns di-
rectly, although I suppose this
point is arguable in certain ways.
FX broke a considerable amount
of ground with its show called The
Shield, which concluded its seven-
year run in 2008. The storyline
was about a bunch of ballistic
cowboys, cops run amok, if you

USTIFIE])

A Modern TV Western Inspired by Fire in the Hole and
The Complete Western Stories of Elmore Leonard

will, and the gunplay was fre-
quent and the guns were featured
prominently. From my point of
view, The Shield led directly to
one of the finest westerns ever
shown on television, today or any
other day, called Justified. A clas-
sic western, set in modern times,
with firearms featured as promi-
nently as any western aficionado
could ever hope to see. Marshal
Raylan Givens’ quick draw today
is as fun to watch on television as
it was back when Marshal Matt
Dillon was doing it. The TV West-
ern is back, folks, even if the
hero’s horse is a Lincoln Town
Car! Yeehahhh!

This, dear readers, is totally
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By Nubbins Colt, SASS Life #7802

true. The story takes place in a
small town in the Kentucky hills
called Lexington and out in the
coal mining territory of Harlan
County, but it might as well be
Matt Dillon’s Dodge City for all
the crime and shoot ups and other
high falutin’ drama taking place
therein. The credits for the show
indicate it is based on author El-
more Leonard’s story called Fire
in the Hole, but this is not quite
correct. Justified begins with Fire
in the Hole but, in reality, the orig-
inal story is fairly short and, if
they used it alone, Justified would
not have been much of a series.
The show has been on television
since 2010, but since a “season” is
more like a mere couple of
months, it goes away and comes
back a few months later, just as
many other television series do
today. The plots over the past few
seasons have included pieces of
Elmore Leonard’s other books
about Marshal Raylan Givens, as
identified in the title of this arti-
cle (except the last book; more on
this later), and I would not be sur-
prised if some of the plots come
from other stories by Mr. Leonard.
He is a prolific writer and has
been so for many decades.

In any case, these books are
definitely westerns but, instead of
owlhoots astride horseback, these
outlaws drive cars and, instead of
robbing banks and stagecoaches,
the outlaws in Harlan deal drugs
in massive quantities. It makes it
just a little unreal, actually, that
this giant drug trafficking story
takes place in a small town, with
references to Miami and Detroit,
to be sure. The kind of weight
they discuss belongs more on the
old Miami Vice show or an episode
of Law & Order than in little Har-
lan County, Kentucky. On the
other hand, who cares? The plots
are complex, the foreshadowing of
events is masterfully done, the

VISIT US AT SASSNET.COM

people are gorgeous, the bad guys
are distinct even without black
hats, the good guys are wearing
badges, and the gunfights are
among the best you'll ever see.

Now, please note, if you liked
Deadwood on HBO, you might
find Justified’s violence, language,
and maybe the sex, just a little
tame. But it gets the MA rating
and the L and V warnings every
week and here and there an S
warning, so be advised — if you're
a sensitive soul, it’s not for you.
They do not hint at any of these
“rated” things as they did in Gun-
smoke and other shows of an age
gone by. The language is vivid
and realistic, but not over the top
as in Deadwood, since some words
simply cannot be used, even on
cable TV. The sex is steamy but,
again, not over the top, but the vi-
olence is graphic and the blood is
red. What can I say—I'm a fan. It
is simply incredibly well done,
well acted, well filmed, well di-
rected, and well produced; an ex-
cellent modern day TV western.

Timothy Olyphant as Raylan
Givens gives a top-notch perform-
ance as a former coal miner who
became a modern-day law dog
overflowing with passion, always
at the boiling point, and never
slow to “pull down” when it comes
to that point—and he will tell you
he is always “justified.” Walton
Goggins as Boyd Crowder is su-
perb as Raylan’s friend and
enemy; they fight and make up
like brothers. However, if you
were a fan of The Shield, Mr. Cog-
gins does a better job of being a
nasty outlaw than Mr. Givens
does of being a not-quite-so-nasty
law dog; their tension is a joy to
behold. And these are just two of
the fine actors and actresses in
this modern western.

This brings me to The Com-
plete Western Stories of Elmore
Leonard. 1 could have written a



separate article about this book,
but it seemed pointless to not do
it here as it lends perfect clarity
to his credentials and gives cre-
dence to the fact Elmore Leonard
knows how to write a western.
Further, since it is a compilation
of thirty (that’s right, 30!) varied
stories, it becomes fairly difficult
to review it except as a single en-
tity; no way could I review it story
by story. The book is comprised of
a variety of excellent, western
short stories, gunslingers, cattle
punchers—the gamut. There are
classic scenarios between outlaws
and the law, between Indians and
white people, between con men
and victims, on the range, in the
saloons—wherever western sto-
ries happen, Elmore Leonard
brings them to life and most were
written many decades ago. These
stories are not about Raylan
Givens, but they are about people
with whom Matt Dillon would
have had to deal, whether helping
them, advising them, or shooting
them down. Each story is com-

pelling, each has an interesting
and sometimes surprising de-
nouement, and each is designed
to thrill the fans of stories of the
Old West.

I will leave you with a final
note, one I think will best explain
to you just how good a writer Mr.
Leonard is. His books have not
only been best sellers, they have
been made into movies, and one of
those short stories has been made
into a movie twice. Some of you
saw it as youngsters in the movie
theaters decades ago, some of you
saw it on TV thereafter, and then
they remade it and I bet most of
you saw it in theaters; for sure
you saw it on TV. The movies
vary from the original somewhat,
especially the newer remake, but
it doesn’t matter; it was such a
great story when I read it I just
was spellbound waiting to see
which events were movie events
and which matched the original.
Raise your hand if you liked
Three-Ten to Yuma. Thought so!!!

© Nubbins Colt 2012 .
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Cat Ballou, SASS #55

he cowboy way is more
than just the weekend
match. If a guess were
ventured, it would be
most of the folks with the “old fash-
ioned” guns and Old West attire
are independent thinking folks.
They tend to be self-sufficient
and go their own way. Many of
us reload our ammo, perhaps
cast the bullets, some fashion
their own gun leather, perhaps
engage is some gunsmithing,
and one look around at the gun
carts, no two alike, and the idea
there are a lot of “do it yer-
selfers” out there soon emerges.

In the interest of doing it
myself I recently tired my hand
at converting a pair of carpenter
jeans into a pair of Old West
looking jeans. Let me say up
front my skills at sewing are
largely limited to joining two
pieces of cloth together with a
straight line, well mostly
straight line, of stitches. The
project took only a few hours
and the results were acceptable

By Utah Scout SASS #92575

and saved a few bucks in the bar-
gain.

Start with a pair of Carpenter
Jeans from your local Wal-Mart
store—cost about $25. They come
in three colors and are made from a
“canvas-like” fabric similar to what
I have seen in the “real” Old West
trousers. Buy them a few inches
longer than you normally would.
Do not wash them until after you

Brand new Wal-Mart
Carpenter Jeans.

The first task is to get rid
go the tags and label.
Then, it’s time to remove
the hammer loop
and side pocket.

bj

are finished converting them.

After you get them home, re-
move all the tags including the
small brand label on the hip pocket.
Take your time with this to avoid
cutting the jeans. I used a hobby
knife with a pointed blade to ac-
complish this task and the ones to
follow. Next, remove the belt loops
by cutting the stitching where each
loop is folded over. The loop will
pull off easily afterward. Now
that you are warmed up. it is
time to take on the more daunt-
ing task of removing the ham-
mer loop, and the side pickets.
The hammer loop is attached at
the seams of the hip pocket and
the jean leg. Use a pair of sharp
scissors to cut the loop away
from the seams as close as pos-
sible. If you are braver and
more skilled, an option is to
split the seams and remove the
loop completely; then re-stitch
the seam.

The side pockets come off
next. Use your trusty hobby
knife and lots of care to cut the
stitches; then use scissors to re-
move the pocket from the leg
seam. Again, you have the op-
tion of splitting the seam and

To make a sizing belt for the back of the pants, construct an oversized pattern, cut four pieces
of fabric, and sew the fabric together into two pairs, leaving the big end open.
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CARPENTER To COWBOY
jeans, That Is!

Utah Scout, SASS #92575

removing all the fabric then re-

stitching. You will notice the

stitches that attached the pocket to

the pant leg have left a line of holes

in the leg. These will disappear al-

most entirely after the pants are
- - syl

A hobby knife can be used
to CAREFULLY cut the stitching
and remove the belt loops.

washed a few times.

Next, shorten the legs. The car-
penter jeans are cut to fit over
boots, so you will shorten them ac-
cordingly. I mentioned my skills
are pretty much limited to stitches
is a straight line, so I first turned
the jeans inside out, then cut them
to about 1-1/2 inches longer than
the final length. Next, fold a cuff
about 2 inch wide on the bottom
and use a steam iron to iron it flat;
repeat the process one more time,
this time making the cuff about an
inch wide. If you are skilled, you
can turn them right side out again
and sew in the hem. I took it one
step further and used an iron-on
seam adhesive. This stuff comes in

(Continued on next page)



Turn the two straps “inside out,” attach a set of “

” rings,

and sew the assembled set onto the back of the pants.

(Continued from previous page)

a tape and is essentially a meltable
glue for joining fabric. Peel off a
strip and place it between the cuff
and the pant leg. Use the steam
iron to bond the fabric together. Re-
peat for the other side of the same
leg. This will hold the pieces to-
gether so you can sew the hem.

The notch in the back center of
the waistband is straightforward to
make. Make a perpendicular cut
down the waistband, fold the sides
outward to form the V, then stitch
along the folded edge.

Only a couple steps left, and you
are finished. You need to add the

T
‘Jean Button
Fasteners

G Fastamers
He Bawing Needed!

Jean Button Fasteners come six
to a package and can be tacked
on to attach the suspenders—
no sewing required!

buttons for the suspenders. Start by
determining the correct placement
and mark it with a pencil or
Sharpie. I measured the button po-
sitions on a pair of my Scully
trousers and then transferred them
to the jeans. There are two options
for buttons. Use buttons available
wherever they are sold, pick the size
and color, and sew them on.

Option two is to use Jean But-
ton Fasteners. They come six to the
package, just the number needed for
the suspenders, and stake on the
pants with a pin. The ones shown
came from Suspender Store
(www.SuspendenderStore.com) and
cost $5.99 a set plus shipping. The
color, size, and style are a close
match for the ones found on the cow-
boy pants I have seen.

Finally if you want to add the
belt to the back of the pants, here is
how to do it. Remember the bottom
of the pant legs you cut off? Use the
material to construct your two-belt
section. Cut a pattern from paper or
light cardboard. The pattern must
be oversize relative to the finished
belt parts. Use the pattern to cut
four pieces of cloth. Pair up the
pieces and stitch them together
along the outside edge, but leave the
larger end open. Next turn them in-
side out, a small rod or pencil helps
here to push the small end all the
way out. Fold the open ends in to
form the final shape and iron every-
thing flat. You can use the trusty
seam adhesive here in the same way
you did with the bottom of the pant
legs. Sew a buckle or a pair of D-
rings to one of the belts at the small
end, buckle the two sections to-
gether, and you are ready to add the
belt to the back of the pants. Posi-
tion it; then stitch the large ends
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into place. This will close the ends and attach the belt to the pants.
When finished, the stitches on the large end will have a D shape.

You’re done! At this point I recommend washing them a time or
two to get rid of the stitch marks, and soften them up a little. Wear
them to your next shoot secure in the knowledge you saved a few bucks
and completed another cowboy project! 2.

Wash the completed project a few times to soften everything up,
and you’re ready for the range! New cowboy pants for $25
is hard to beat!

THE SMALLEST
MOST POWERFUL
PERSONAL PROTECTION
vuu CAN CARRY!
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Palaver Pete,
SASS Life/Regulator #4375

o

Club Marshal Stargazer Sal, SASS #57411, holds The Legend

October 2012

The Best Littie Powder
House In The West

By Palaver Pete, SASS Life/ Regulator #4375

and Diamond Willow hostage until all decorating work on the Powder
House is complete. The Job was completed to everyone’s satisfaction.

of the best little “Other
House” in the west, but
you have probably never
heard of the best little “Powder
House” in the west, now have you?
This little Powder House sits by it-
self out in the high desert of Central
Oregon, and it’s not easy to get to.
Located 24 miles east of Bend, Ore-
gon, on seldom traveled and lonely
Highway 20, this little gem of an
Outhouse (man’s term for Powder
House) was constructed by mem-
bers of the Central Oregon Shooting
Sports Association, but decorated
by Diamond Willow, SASS #37688;
her husband, The Legend, SASS
#36069; and Sugar Foot, SASS
#80069. All three are members of
the SASS affiliated Action Club
called the Pine Mountain Posse.
Now this couple (known in civil-
ian life as The Palmers), is not in
the business of decorating Powder
Houses. But, they like western
décor, and they felt sorry for this

I know you all have heard

lonely, little, and helpless Powder
Room located in nowhere land look-
ing like Snoopy’s Brother sleeping
next to a Saquaro cactus growing in
the Sonoran Desert. So, they volun-
tarily signed adoption papers and
adopted the little Outhouse (Pow-
der House) on the high desert
prairie. The Powder House (Out-
house) was relieved, so to speak, to
finally find someone who cared
enough to send the very best, and
now the Powder House is all smiles
and living happily ever after.
There is no charge to visit this
little sanctuary in the desert. Visi-
tors of both sexes are encouraged to
visit the Powder House, and pay
their respects. While visiting and
resting, you will find the décor most
entertaining. Photos of our west-
ern heroes cover the walls as well
as mirrors, and western flyers. On
the shelves you will find extra toi-
let paper, towels, and sanitizing
hand crémes and soaps—proving to
the clientele this comfort station is

no cheap rest stop! The Pine Moun-
tain Posse as well as the Central
Oregon Shooting Sports Associa-
tion invites you to visit, and while
here do some Cowboy Action Shoot-

VISIT US AT SASSNET.COM

ing™. The Powder House awaits
your visit and will accept any con-
tribution you wish to make. Come
see where the West was fun! You're
a Daisy if ya do. £
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“ Purley, why don’t yew

walk on over to Homer’s

an’ git yew some nails

now an’ let me git on with this?
I got ta git ‘er dun afore dark!”

“I ain’t goin’ ta walk
nowheres, when I got a hoss.
‘Sides, these boots hirt my feet
when I walk anywheres! ..... Say,
whacha whittlin’ on thet stick
for? Ya bin at it all mornin’.”

“Yore feet hirt cuz ya got big
ole holes in ‘em boots. Sorry, I
didn’t know that hide-covered
stack of bones wuz a hoss; thot it
maybe wuz some kinda dinosaur.
This here’s a new peg fer my
front door, if yew ever let me fin-
ish. Ilost the old one an now the
dang door swings open at every
little breeze, if ya must know.”

“So the door swings open, Eb,
what of it? They’s gaps in yore
walls big enough I cud ride ole
Flash through ‘em at a full gal-
lop!”

“I guess yew ain’t never goin’
ta git them nails! Yew wuz sent
here jus’ ta agravate me. The
door swingin’ open daytime ain’t
a worry much, but, of a evenin’, I
like ta sorta lounge around in my
nightshirt. I never know what
sorta folks might wander past.
Now, will yew go git them nails
an’ let me git done?”

“EDb, there ain’t nuthin’ but
horny toads an’ coyotes ever

NAILS

comes this far out. What sorta
nails do I want an’ what for?”

“Dang it, Purley! Do I have
ta explain every little mite of a
detail to ya? I’ve known a right
many folks in my time an’ I
never met one who didn’t need a
nail or two at sometime in their
trials on God’s green earth.”

“Okay, Eb, I'm agoin’... Say,
afore I go, I fergot ta mention me
an’ ole Flash wuz ridin’ out by
the arroyo t’other day, when ofa
sudden there wuz a lot of shots
bein’ fired. Kinda skeered me,
so’s I tied ole Flash to a Juniper
bush an’ kinda belly crawled to
the edge of the arroyo where I
cud see gud, fer a looksee. Yew’ll
never guess what I seed!”

“No! An’ I ain’t gona guess
cuz, yew said, ‘tha hell with them
nails, I'm gona bore ole Eb with
this tale.” Ain’t that right, Pur-
ley?”

“Ain’t no tale, Eb. I looked
over the edge an’ in the arroyo,
there at the wide place, yew
know it, there wuz a line of shiny
pickups an’ cars, some of ‘em wuz
them foreign jobs. Mus’ be from
town, I thot. I kep’ watchin’ an’
directly this feller comes walkin’
up to a long wooden table. He
wuz dressed like an ole time cow-
hand and wuz totin’ a rifle, shot-
gun, and had two six-guns
strapped on. I couldn’t see what

CIRCLE K

Maker Brett Park
www.circlekb.com

£¥Custom Cowboy Gear

Get REAL Western®@

By Chilkoot, SASS #58803

he wuz gonna shoot. The crowd
gathered ‘round behin’ him. An-
other cowboy, with a little box in
his hand, stuck the box in the
shooters ear an’ there wuz a
‘beep’. The shooter took aim an’
there wuz a puff of gunsmoke, a
‘bang’ and a ‘clang’, another
‘bang’ followed by a ‘clang’, an-
other and another, but then
there wuz a ‘bang’ and no ‘clang’.
The shooter yelled “Sonofa...!”
The rest wuz muffled, I cudn’t
hear. He got on with shootin’ an-
other pistol, his rifle and a shot-
gun. The cowboy with the box
give him another ‘beep’ and
yelled some numbers at him.
Then, another shooter took the
first ones place and the same
things happened, only there
weren’t as many ‘clangs’ this
time an’ a lot of words that wuz

muffled, so’s I cudn’t hear. One
shooter cum up there to shoot an’
after the ‘beep’ there wuz one
long shot and one long ‘clang’.
He was gittin’ numbers yelled at
him afore I cud swaller! I can’t
figger it out, Eb, reckon who they
wuz. Whut wuz goin’ on?”

“Don’t have a clue, Purley, an’
that’s a fact. I never heard of
sech doin’s. We cud ride out
there an’ see iffn they’s any clues
in the arroyo. Mebbe some of the
townies knows sumpthin’. I'm
most done with this here stick.
Yew git Flash an’ I’ll git Sara an’
we’ll mosey on out there.”

“What ‘bout my nails, Eb?”

“Nails? Nails? Nails? Pur-
ley, is that all yew got on yer
mind is, nails? No wonder
nothin’ ever happens in this
town!” 4
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Cree Vicar Dave,
SASS Life, #49907

ast winter the Vicar’s Wife
and I, along with our
faithful dog, “Sterling
Meg,” spent the cold
months in the Blanco, Texas area. We
enjoy visiting museums while travel-
ing, so when hearing of the “Buggy
Barn Museum” on the north side of
Blanco, we hitched the horsepower ta
our GMC “Sierra with the fringe on
top” and drove over ta have a look see.

The Museum address is:

Dennis & Kelly Moore

Buggy Barn Museum

1915 Hwy 281 North

PO Box 504

Blanco TX 78606

uggy Barn Museum

n car"ages Blanco, Texas

By Cree Vicar Dave, SASS Life #49907

Upon arriving we experienced
an exceptional collection of vintage
buggies, wagons, and carriages col-
lected from across the United
States, Canada, and Europe.
There are name brands such as
Studebakers and Deere Webers.
And for us Michiganders, they
have four carriages from Macki-
naw Island. The proprietors, Den-
nis and Kelly Moore, have a vast
knowledge of the buggies and wag-
ons they have on display. Dennis
told me they have been collecting

GREAT WESTERN II REVOLVERS
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Horse drawn hearse from around
the late 1860s. Notice the ornate
carving and color.

View of the south side of the main
floor. Notice the “doctor” buggy
at front right and the jail wagon
at the back left.

buggies for some 15 years now, and
there are around 75 in their collec-
tion. There are buggies, surreys,
buckboards, covered wagons,
stagecoaches, sleighs, carts, a jail
wagon, a horse drawn road grader,
and even a hearse. Most of them
date from the mid-1800s to the
early 1900s.

One buggy has four wheels
turning; others have a jump seat
in the front. Some are covered and
some open. There are some that
were used as a doctor’s wagon, a
cab, a paddy wagon, hauling
freight, US mail, going to Church,
going to town, and much, much
more. Other artifacts on display at
the Museum are old relics, posters
and a few firearms.

The Moore’s buggies, wagons,

VISIT US AT SASSNET.COM
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Sleigh in front and US Mail buggy

in the back. These were some

of the many that were stored
on the second floor.

A view of the north side of the
building main floor. In frontis
a very rare Spindle Seat Buggy.
The front as well as the rear axle
turns. Manufactured by
L. C. Graves & CO. of Springboro, PA,
it was made to be driven on narrow
streets with tight turns.

An 1889 Studebaker, serial #12053.
This buggy was used in the movie,
There Will Be Blood.


http://emf-company.com/
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and horses have played a part in
some five motion pictures, Lone-
some Dove, There Will Be Blood,
and True Grit to name three. At
the close of True Grit, Dennis is
the man driving the buggy. They
just finished being a part of the
new movie, Abraham Lincoln:
Vampire Hunter, shot on location
in Louisiana.

Just around the corner is “Car-
riage Hills Ranch” operated by:

Frank & Christine Bushong

125 Moore Lane

Blanco, Texas 78606

They offer an excellent setting
for your cherished events such as
weddings, parties, reunions, an-
niversaries, and corporate events,
all with a western ambiance. They
have a 5,400 sq. ft. indoor reception
hall that seats 175 to 200
cowboys/cowgirls. The “Carriage
Hall” has a stage, bar, caterer’s
kitchen, and restrooms. Attached is
a 600 sq. ft. arbor area that over-
looks the grounds. There is an am-
phitheater, lake, and a wonderful
outdoor setting ideal for a cowboy

(Continued on page 20)

Cree Vicar Dave and The Vicar’s Wife posing by a 1903 Studebaker,
the largest of the rockaway carriages. It is enclosed with beveled
edge glass and has beveled edge glass gas lanterns. It was owned by
a prominent Chicago family. It is painted Breuster green & red.
This is the very first Studebaker in which the Vicar has sat.
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Dennis and Kelly Moore, proprietors of the Buggy Barn Museum.
They have been collecting buggies for 15 years and have around 75 in all.
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Kelly and Dennis Moore have a Chuck Wagon
service. They prepared stew, chili, beans, and
cobbler for the free Christmas dinner and party
at Carriage Hills Ranch December 2011.

October 2012

Buggy Barn Museum ...

(Continued from page 19)
wedding that has a stone bridge
and a stonewall backdrop.

The Carriage Hills Ranch
teams up with “K & D Carriages” to
provide 1800s transportation to
round out that special day.

Kenneth & Dennis Moore

1915 Hwy 281 North

Blanco, Texas 78606

Dennis and his brother, Ken-
neth Moore, provide their customers
with a unique experience of a ride
back in time to the Victorian period.
They furnish buggies, carriages, and
wagons that come equine equipped
for your valued events, making
those special days like weddings, re-

Kenneth Moore and John Watson (l-r).
Kenneth runs K & D Carriages with his
brother, Dennis. This was my first time in a
stagecoach, and I was pleasantly surprised
at the smoothness of the ride.

unions, parties, and other occasions
more memorable. There is some-
thing exceptional about a “Cowboy
Wedding.” T have officiated at a cou-
ple of them in the past. Can’t think
of anything nicer then ta have the
wedding party parade through town

in a horse-drawn carriage after a
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COMPLETE WITHOUT A
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Phone: $88/364-5253 Web: ChronicleoftheCdWest.com

PO Box 235? Show Low, Aricona Territory $5902
To get the discount use offer code: SASS
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Cowboy style ceremony. Times of
joyous events such as a wedding
have always been a time for great
celebration. Jesus attended the
wedding in Cana and blessed that
celebration by performing His first
miracle in the Gospel of John 2:1-11.
And it says in Mark 10:6-9 KJV,
“But from the beginning of creation
God made them male and female.
For this cause shall a man leave his
father and mother, and cleave to his
wife; And they twain shall be one
flesh: so then they are no more
twain, but one flesh. What therefore
God hath joined together, let not
man put asunder.”

The Moores also provide a
“Chuck Wagon” food service. They
prepare food on site using Dutch
ovens and such. That would be a
great asset to any Cowboy Action
Shooting™ event. Here is a vendor
that would supply numerous as-
pects for a match. They could fur-
nish food, buggy rides, and a
wonderful “photo op” to round out a
successful shoot. A picture of a
Cowboy and/or Cowgirl dressed up
for the banquet seated in a buggy
hangin’ on the wall would produce
a myriad of vivid memories.

Check ‘em out to see if they
have something to enhance your
next big gathering, whether it is a
birthday party or a national Cow-

Christine and Frank Bushong operate the
Carriage Hills Ranch. There is a hall for almost
any sized party. There are beautiful settings
for an outdoor wedding. Carriages are available
for those who want an Old West flavor.

Another attraction of Carriage
Hills Ranch is the Amphitheater.
It can accommodate up to 200 guests.
Great for an outdoor event!

boy Action Shoot.

On Monday November 28, 2011,
all three of these enterprises came
together to put on a free Christmas
dinner and concert at the Carriage
Hills Ranch. There was an Old
West Chuck Wagon meal, a spacious
banquet hall to enjoy it in, several
cowboy entertainers on stage, and
buggy/stagecoach rides around the
ranch. The old saying “There are no
free lunches” didn’t brace up for
this occasion, as we were provided

with a free meal plus much, much

more. When asked the cost of a
stagecoach ride, the answer was
quickly forthcoming, “The price is
the same for everything at this
Christmas party—FREE.” A fes-
tive entertaining evening was had

by all. If you would like to find out
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Stonewall backdrop wleal for an outdoor wedding. Thereis a
beautiful stone bridge leading up to the setting.
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! i ; Cree Vicar Dave, The Vicar’s Wife, and our dog,
Yvonne Hollenbeck and Jean Prescott ] : - ; 3 Sterling Meg, headin’ West in a stagecoach.
(I-r) on stage at the Christmas party. 1 . K & D Carriages provided buggy and stagecoach rides

Yvonne writes and recites cowboy poetry. at the Christmas party.
Many of Jean’s songs tell stories of women Sunrise Ministries entertained at the
of the West. Jean told me she sang at Christmas party. They sing great western Their website is:
END of TRAIL a few years back. renditions of old Hymns and Gospel music. www.kanddcarriages.com
Email:

more about these fascinating Old | Their website is Their website is: dennismooretrucking@yahoo.com
West style services you can contact | www.buggybarnmuseum.com www.carriagehillsranch.com kanddcarriages@gmail.com
them at: Email: K & D Carriages Photos by: Cree Vicar Dave
Buggy Barn Museum buggybarnmuseum@gmail.com Phone numbers: The Vicar’s Wife
Phone numbers: Carriage Hills Ranch 830-833-4671 or 512-585-8419 Dennis and Kelly Moore
830-833-5708 Phone numbers: 830-833-4706 or 210-862-1132 creevicardave@hotmail.com
210-862-1132 512-659-3461 ¢ 512-786-3377 www.suckercreek.org £.
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Col. Richard Dodge,
SASS #1750
hen Colonel Albert Jen-
nings Fountain drove his
buggy down the familiar
main street of dusty old
Lincoln, New Mexico, on a late Jan-
uary day in 1896, vivid memories
came back from years ago. He
rarely came back to Lincoln, and it
had changed little in the last fifteen
years. The same squat adobe build-
ings were still there. The wind blew
the same dust from the rutted
street, now showing puddles re-
cently thawed from the winter’s
chill. The courthouse had not
changed, its twin outside stairways
climbing to an overhanging wooden
balcony. In that courthouse a
scrawny young kid whom he had
defended in Mesilla on a murder
charge—and lost—had been incar-
cerated. He remembered the sink-
ing feeling he had when the jury
pronounced William Bonny, known
as “Billy, the Kid,” guilty, the only
conviction from the recent bloody
Lincoln County War. The balcony
was the same one from which
Bonny had later escaped, killing
Deputy Sheriff Bill Ollinger with
his own shotgun, riding away on a
stolen horse to further embellish
his legend before being gunned
down by Pat Garrett in a darkened
bedroom in Pete Maxwell’s home.
“Is that the place, Pa?” Eight
year-old Henry broke into his
thoughts. Henry had never been
there, but he had heard the story.
He had been thrilled to take the
long trip from Mesilla with his fa-
mous father, even though he was
nursing a mild cold. His parents
had allowed him to join his father
for a rather strange reason—no one
would be evil enough to kill a child.
The colonel nodded. “That’s the
place, Henry. Billy the Kid was tried
and convicted in that building. He
didn’t have a chance with the jury.

Murder 1 the Tularosa

New Mexico’s Most Infamous Mystery

Col. Richard Dodge, SASS Life #1750

Well, let’s get us a place to stay and
some hot food. That’ll feel good,
won’t it?” He winked at the boy and
pulled his two-horse team up in front
of what passed for a hotel in Lincoln.

He climbed stiffly off the seat
and reached for his Winchester, then
carefully scanned the street. A paint
horse and a bay were hitched in
front of the courthouse. The street
was deserted but for a lone cowboy
who crossed the street down at the
far end of town, pulling his hat down
low over his face. Fountain noted
dark brown pants, a brown wool
coat, and a tan Boss of the Plains
hat. He also wore a cartridge belt
with a Colt holstered butt forward
on his left hip. Nothing unusual, but
he filed the image away.

Fountain helped Henry jump
down from the wagon, retrieved his
valise and a leather documents
pouch and followed the boy through
the hotel’s old wooden door. He took
one last quick look around before
closing it quickly.

The darkness inside was a
sharp change from the cold winter
sun. A fireplace in one corner of the
room gave soft warmth from a small
fire. Henry quickly moved to it and
eagerly spread his hands to warm
them. Fountain joined him for a
moment before turning to the
hotel’s counter to check in. He
arranged for his team to be boarded
in the livery stable and carried
their luggage to the sparsely fur-
nished room. He tested the sagging
mattress and sighed. They had
been on the road for three days and
still had the long trip home ahead
of them. He picked up the Winches-
ter and returned to the fireplace
where a man with a weathered face
and alert blue eyes was waiting.

“Hello, Colonel.” Les Dow ex-
tended a hand; Fountain grasped it
firmly in greeting. Les Dow was a
Deputy U. S. Marshal and an expe-
rienced stock detective. They were
here on the same mission to meet
the grand jury the following morn-

L

Albert Jennings Fountain

ing. Dow had brought evidence to
strengthen their case.

“The hide’s safe in my room,” he
said. Fountain nodded and smiled
grimly.

“Good,” he said. “That should
guarantee our case. Let’s go get
some of Mrs. Ortega’s home cook-
ing.” He led the way out the door,
carefully assessing the street again.
Seeing nothing, the three walked
quickly down the street to Mrs. Or-
tega’s Mexican restaurant. Both
men carried their Winchesters
ready, scanning the street and win-
dows ahead and behind.

They were on a dangerous mis-
sion. In the late nineteenth cen-
tury, the Tularosa Basin of southern
New Mexico was still very much a
relic of the “Wild West.” Ambitious
and powerful men vied for control of
land and water, but also for political
power and wealth. Large landown-
ers and ranchers deeply resented
the encroachment of small ranchers
into territory they had long consid-
ered theirs by right of conquest.
Each side of the issue was sharply
divided and willing to have their
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way by any means necessary. Jus-
tice was based on who your
friends—or your enemies—were.

The small ranchers and farm-
ers were Democrats to a man; the
large ranchers and powerful politi-
cians supported the Republican
Party. Fountain had been a jurist
and politician for decades and was
a strong advocate for the Republi-
cans, having served in numerous
public offices during his colorful ca-
reer. He was a famous, powerful,
and marked man and now he was
about to move against some very
dangerous and determined men.

Fountain’s adventurous life
began when, as a teenager, he man-
aged to turn a European school tour
into an exciting around-the-world
cruise, ending in San Francisco. He
settled in Sacramento and became
a reporter for the conservative
Sacramento Union, a newspaper
published until 1994. He had been
sent to Nicaragua to cover the ill-
fated Walker filibuster expedition
and narrowly escaped being exe-
cuted by Walker when his purpose
was discovered.

Fountain was in Southern Cali-
fornia when the Civil War erupted
and he joined the California Col-
umn under command of Colonel
Carlton. He participated in the
march through southern Arizona
and New Mexico as the Column
pursued the invading Confederate
Army across the southwest. He did
not return to California, but re-
mained in New Mexico, and mar-
ried a lovely Mexican woman from
Mesilla, New Mexico. He joined the
New Mexico Volunteer Militia and,
in a skirmish with the Apache, had
been trapped overnight under his
slain horse with wounds from two
arrows and a bullet. Fountain was
well acquainted with danger, hard-
ship, and pain of injury.

Following the Civil War, he was
administrator of public lands and
property in the El Paso area and re-
mained in Texas to become involved



in the state’s politics. He served in
the state senate, at one time acting
as president pro tem, and was most
noted for sponsoring legislation that
reinstated the Texas Rangers as a
professional law  enforcement
agency. Finally, he settled in his
wife’s hometown of Mesilla, along
the Rio Grande River, to raise a
family and practice law. And there
was plenty of law to practice. He
became popular, moderately
wealthy, and politically powerful
with equally powerful friends and
enemies. He was well known and
respected with the Mexican and
Apache people of the area.

The Tularosa Basin lies just
north of El1 Paso and east of the Rio
Grande Valley with the towns of
Mesilla, Las Cruces, and today’s
Truth or Consequences. Its most
prominent feature is the famed
White Sands National Monument.
Bordered on the east by the tower-
ing, pine-topped Sacramento Moun-
tains and on the west by the San
Andres Range, all waters flow into
the lowlands where they sink use-
lessly into the sand. It is a hard

place, isolated and dry,
blazing hot in the summer
months, daring any man to
conquer and thrive in it.
The two forces of Apache
and nature served to delay
settlement in the basin far
longer than the rest of
New Mexico, and its social-
ization took a good two
decades to catch up with
the rest of the country.

And yet, men did try to
conquer the basin in spite
of the challenges. One of
the first was a cantanker-
ous little Frenchman, one
Francois Jean Rochas by
name, “Frenchy,” by
choice. He settled in a
lonely but well-watered
spot at the foot of Dog Canyon at
the base of the Sacramentos, devel-
oped an irrigation system, raised
fruit trees, and managed to stay
there even in the presence of the
Apache, who probably considered
him harmless if not entertaining.
For his water rights, Frenchy died
by hands unknown.
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Oliver Milton Lee

In the early 1880s, Texas was be-
ginning to be over-grazed and
crowded; the cattle industry was on
the decline. Their only way out was
to look for other pastures. When
word eventually filtered in about the
Tularosa Basin as being one of the
last undeveloped places, Texans
began to arrive with herds of Texas
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cattle into the basin, tem-
porarily and uncharacteristi-
cally green. The Lees were
one of the first; among them,
Oliver Milton Lee, who was to
become a major player in this,
the latest episode of the “Wild
West.” Along the watered
west facing slopes of the
Sacramentos, the Texans
began to recreate their dis-
placed lives, complete with
the beliefs, attitudes, and be-
haviors that had been habit-
ual to Texas cattlemen since
before the Battle of the Alamo.

Lee quickly managed to
establish what would become
one of the largest cattle oper-
ations in the basin, some say
by both honest and dishonest
means, including paper, hot lead,
and hot running irons. Part of his
new spread included the land
claimed by the newly departed
Frenchy. He was famed, feared, and
respected as a superior marksman
with rifle and pistol and wasn’t re-
luctant to demonstrate his abilities.
(Continued on page 24)
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(Continued from page 23)

The basin became a neighborhood
of hard men, most of them a combi-
nation of good and bad, willing to
kill or be killed over a perceived
slight, or thwarted ambition.

But the green basin was not to
stay green for long. Deserts rarely
do. Drought soon set in. There
had been just enough water to
cause trouble in the first place,
and it became even more coveted—
coveted enough to kill for. The
stage was set and the characters
were gathering for the drama that
was to be the last chapter of the
saga of the Wild West.

Into the midst of the turmoil
strode a brash, brilliant, and am-
bitious young lawyer, Albert Fall,
who was to make history for him-
self many decades into the fu-
ture—not all favorable. Fall
quickly realized the rich opportu-
nities for one such as himself, with
his sharp lawyer’s mind and ruth-
less cunning. When Oliver Lee
strolled into his office one day, the
two ambitious men formed the nu-
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Murder In The Tularosa...

"

Albert Bacon Fall

cleus of a group of small ranchers
who would become a powerful
force within the Tularosa Basin.

As the 1880s passed, tensions
in the basin grew and sides began
to form. Men rarely went un-
armed; gunfights and murders
were not uncommon. People dis-
appeared. Elections were rigged
and outright stolen. Accusations
and suspicions were everywhere.
The larger ranchers eventually, as
they had in the Great Plains,
formed their protective associa-
tion, the Southeastern New Mex-
ico Livestock Association. Col.
Albert Fountain was an officer in
the organization, and their attor-
ney. He was about to wage a final
battle, both legal and literal, pit-
ting him against Fall and Lee in a
desperate effort to settle the issue
once and for all.

The morning after his arrival
in Lincoln, Fountain and Dow ap-
peared before the Grand Jury in
the Lincoln County Courthouse he
remembered so well. Several spec-
tators were present in the court-
room, as interest in the
proceedings was high. Among
them, Fountain noted the same
man he had seen in the street
when he arrived—brown pants
and jacket, tan hat, cross-draw
Colt. The man made him nervous.
He knew he was being watched.
At one point in the proceedings, re-
turning to his chair, he found a

note on the table—“If you drop
this, we will be your friends. If you
go on with it you will never reach
home alive.”
Without mentioning the omi-
nous threat, Fountain pocketed
the note, and proceeded with his
testimony. Fountain’s document
case contained scores of docu-
ments—Iletters, affidavits, official
records, all evidence for indict-
ments against Oliver Lee and sev-
eral others. When Les Dow
presented his one piece of evi-
dence, a steer hide with an obvi-
ously modified brand he had taken
from under Lee’s nose, the jury re-
sponded by handing down a total
of thirty-two indictments for Foun-
tain to serve.
With their business done,
Fountain bid Dow thanks and a
safe farewell and began the long
journey home on January 30. As on
the trip to Lincoln, they stayed
with friends along the way. Every
one of them expressed concern for
their safety, for they all knew the
stakes involved. At Dr. Blaze’s
place just outside Mescalero, Foun-
tain refused the offer of two Apache
friends who wanted to accompany
them as guards. His self-confi-
dence and ego would not allow him
to believe he could not handle any
situation that might confront him.
After all, who would be evil enough
to harm eight year-old Henry?
(To be continued...)
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Little Known Fact

Abraham Lincoln is the only President of the United States
to come under enemy fire while in office. It happened twice—
once while on board a tugboat in 1862 and again during
a raid on Washington, D.C. in 1864.

VISIT US AT SASSNET.COM



SASS CentRAL CANA

(Continued from page 1)
shot the 10 stages in 263.78, with
a Cadillac. And, not just any
Cadillac, but a vintage 1948 con-
vertible imported from California!
It was a real tight squeeze getting
it back into the box in which it
came through the post.

Another odd prize was a
golden bucket awarded to the Pale
Rider category winner (a Pale
Pail) nudge, nudge, wink, wink.

And, the Bar-E brings a fresh
approach to scenarios, too. Take

"l_.:i_-?‘ - ] ] ;. Ef |':.;'

one of the Western movies’ fa-

vorite scenes: dancing to the tune [

of maestro Colt. Whether the bul-
lets thud into the rough-hewn
boards of a saloon, or kick up the
dust in the sun-baked street, the
sod buster or hapless miner has to
hop about as the Baddie makes
him dance. It’s a Western movie
staple, but is seen very rarely in
Cowboy Action. At the Bar-E it is
so common it is called The Crow
Sweep. Dirt is placed behind a
2x4 in front of a very large “cow-
= boy” target. First pistol
twq rounds in the dirt and
three on the cowboy, repeat
with second pistol. Easy as
| pie, right? Harder was lis-
* .| tening to the sniveling. “It

' .,-, % might have been a nice pile

2 of dirt when the first posse
. came through, but by the
~ time we arrived ...” And it
was no use pointing out if
you simply fall off your
horse, you’ll hit the dirt.”
Another great prop was
a faux adobe (wooden) mis-
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sion design by Kitty Katz Arizona
with a ceramic bell atop its tower
and another ceramic bell for the
shooters to ring as they said their
line, “Special delivery,” to start
the buzzer. The match officials
shot the match earlier so they
could officiate and as this stage
loomed ever closer, the tension
mounted. “I went first and did
great harm to my overall time as
I made certain no round of mine

- ks

Wild Bunch™ Posse

e
o

marred the mission,” remembers
Crow. Nothing had been said out-
right, but Kitty Katz looked as if
an entertaining near death expe-
rience awaited anyone who shot
up her prop. Then, it was her
turn. She grabbed up her rifle
and “BLAM!” The whole “Official
Posse” stared transfixed at the lit-
tle black hole in the otherwise
pristine prop, and the tension

(Continued on page 26)
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(Continued from page 25)
ebbed out of the air. You should see
it now that the gallant 98 have
roared through it!

On Friday, a dozen Wild
Bunchers enjoyed a three stage
mini match dedicated to the mem-
ory of the late film actor Ernest
Borgnine, a star of the movie. It
was also a day of side matches as
the cowboys shot the cobwebs out
of their barrels before the main
match got underway the next day.

The banquet, a grand affair
that took place in four 12x25 tents
put together, was catered by the
Columbian Squires—youth wing of
the Knights of Columbus —and a
grand feast it was. They have al-
ready asked to cater next year’s
shoot, and two of them showed up
at the following Saturday Bar-E

o

Crow conducts Safety Meeting
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SASS CenTRAL CANADIAN CHAMPIONSHIP

“Pail” Rider

match to learn about Cowboy Ac-
tion Shooting™ and shoot bor-
rowed guns. As the last drop of
gravy was sopped up, out came the
guitars, and the hootenanny lasted
until squadrons of mosquitoes
drove everyone into the clubhouse.

A swap shop and 50/50 draw
raised $600 for the SASS scholar-
ship fund and $750 was raised for

.~ the Wounded Warriors of Canada.

The match took place at a time
when both our countries were suf-
fering from horrific gun crimes.
But, let it be recorded 98 shooters
came together at the Bar-E in
friendly competition, shot over
30,000 rounds of ammunition
without a soul being the least bit
scared. Laughter and good feel-
ings were constant, and medals for
excellence were awarded to people
aged 14 to 80. Ironically, it is guns
at the Bar-E that would be confis-
cated by the anti-gunners. They
have no idea where the illegal
guns are. And, confiscation of our
guns wouldn’t help prevent a sin-
gle crime. Crow received an e-
mail from Doom’s Darlin,” one of
the delightful posse that arrived
to shoot with us from New Jersey.

Kitty Katz Arizona takes aim at Adobe

Winners

Overall
Man Rawhide Wilson,

SASS #40834  ON
Lady Canadian Two

Feathers,

SASS #70784  ON
Categories
F C Gunfighter Northern Crow,

SASS #39113 ON
Gran Patron  Lightning Slicker

Bill,

SASS #24738  ON
Pale Rider Hondo Canada,

SASS #94235 ON
S S B-Western Milton Kid,

SASS #85788  ON
S S F Cartridge,

Da Boss Hawg,

SASS #88404  ON
L Young Gun Smoke N Ash,

SASS #86017 ON
E Statesman  Stoney Creek,

SASS #4952 ON
L Senior Sunny Jo,

SASS #94627 ON
Senior Noah Rush,

SASS #89894  ON
S Senior Indian Frank,

SASS #38915 ON

L B-Western
S Duelist

F Cartridge
C Cowboy

L Gunfighter

Gunfighter

L Duelist
Duelist
L 49%er

49’er
Wrangler

Cowboy

Cowgirl

L Wrangler

Northern Sassy Sue,

SASS #93645 ON
Pecos Pav,

SASS #36327 NJ
Sam Steele,

SASS #95503 ON
Highwall Drifter,

SASS #68975 QC
Lady Smith,

SASS #41871 ON

Canadian Smoking
Guns,

SASS #78415 ON
Jersey Sue,

SASS #46447 NJ
Lock N’ Load,

SASS #87491 ON
Canadian Two

Feathers ON
Rawhide Wilson ON
Slow Don,

SASS #66977 ON
Snuffy Dave

Edwards,

SASS #51055 MI
Kitty Katz Arizona,

SASS #84606 ON
Victoria Secret,

SASS #48722 ON

Hondo, Indian Frank, Bearclaw Bob Acton,
and the Late Col. Sawbones

We asked her permission to use it
and here it is in its entirety. It
tells of the match and how our
cousins from south of our border
can cross that border with their
guns very conveniently and join us
in our sport.

“Dear Crow:

I just wanted to tell you how
much Dr. Doom, Doc in the Box,
and myself (Doom’s Darlin’) en-
Jjoyed the Central Canadian Cham-
pionship. We felt very welcomed
and thought the shoot was run
flawlessly.  Everything went so
smooth, including the entry into
Canada and the return home.

Before coming to Canada, we
had to apply for an ATT (applica-
tion to transfer) for the guns. This
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Highwall Drifter at home
on the range




Singing Cowboys—
Chance Arizona, Hawkfeathers,
and Hondo Canada

Lightning Slicker Bill, Grand Patron, drawing for
SASS gift certificate

I’m no Cheater!
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guns you bring in). The
Canadian customs required
the forms 909 and 910

(which we had filled out
prior to our trip). They veri-
fied the guns and serial
numbers matched the ones
on the 909 and 910. We were
only in the Canadian cus-
toms approximately 40 min-
utes. Canadian customs
charges $25 per person.

Entry back into the US
was done by phone and fax and | was amazingly fast. We did

Top Lady, Canadian Two Feathers
and Top Man, Rawhide Wilson.
Congratulations!

Overall Winner Rawhide Wilson. Look

was very easy. We spoke with An- not have to stop at Cana- it o Al e (s @

gela at the CFO who was very help- | dian customs, and we did
ful. We also had to buy [
trigger locks for the guns.

On the way to Canada,
we spent approximately 20
minutes in the US customs
building. All they required
was to view the guns/serial
numabers and register them on
the 4457 form (which never
expires unless you change the

not even have to get out of the car
at US customs. We showed them
our form 4457, and they said wel-
. come home, have a nice day. That
¥ was it
Again, we had such a wonder-
ful trip and plan on returning next
year. Hopefully, more US cowboys
will head north since getting guns
' across the border is extremely easy.
Have a great day, and we hope to
see you in the US for some more
great shooting.” 4.

Three Amigos—
Clint Chisum, Colt McCloud,
and T.D. Waters
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Blackthorne Billy,
SASS #74914
arion Robert Morrison
was my hero as I was
growing up, and re-
mains my most highly
respected hero of all time. Mr.
Morrison was featured in 142 Hol-
lywood films, primarily Westerns.
He was voted as the “Most money-
making star” of films ever. He
epitomized rugged masculinity,
and was famed for his demeanor,
including his distinctive calm
voice, that special walk, and his six
feet four inch height. Some may
not recognize him from his original
name, but every Cowboy knows
him as John Wayne! John Wayne,
“The Duke,” was a man standing

John Wayne

tall among men in many ways. He
was, and IS every Cowboy’s hero!
Among the many Western
movies he made, at least one was
fact-based, though a few details
were added for theatrical effect.
The movie was “Chisum,” based on
the true story of the 1878 Lincoln
County, New Mexico Territory war
between cattlemen, merchants, and
bankers. The real John Chisum
was a wealthy cattle rancher who
held huge acreages of his own land
in the Pecos Valley, but also pre-

/ARTICLES =22

John Chisum

empted government lands for graz-
ing his cattle and horses. Chisum
befriended John Tunstall, a wealthy
cattleman, banker, and merchant.
John Tunstall befriended and hired
a young Cowboy named William
Bonney to work for him, and
a young lawyer named Alexander
McSween joined the group shortly
after arriving in Lincoln

In the town of Lincoln, there
were three Irishmen, J. J. Dolan,
Lawrence Murphy, and John Riley

| who owned a general store called

“The House,” and the only bank.
They charged high prices for mer-
chandise and controlled money
tightly. They also had close ties to
territorial politicians and used
those allies for their own gain.
(SOME things just never change,
do they!) At the time, Lincoln
County encompassed almost 70%
of the New Mexico Territory.
Tunstall, Chisum, and Mec-
Sween decided to open their own
general store and a bank to com-
pete with The House and the Irish-
men’s bank. Of course, this did not
sit well, and tensions rose to a
fever pitch before long. Dolan,
Murphy, and Riley swore out a
phony court order to take some of
Tunstall’s horses for a fallacious
debt they insisted Tunstall owed
them. When he refused to turn the
horses over to the two deputies
who presented the demand, one of
them, William Morton, shot Tun-

John Tunstall

Billy the Kid
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Pat Garrett

stall in the head.

Word of Tunstall’s murder
quickly spread, and a posse was
formed to bring the deputies in for
trial. Eventually, they were cap-
tured, and on the third day of the
return to Lincoln, a member of the
posse named William Bonney, or
“Billy The Kid,” shot and killed
both of them, as well as a posse
member who attempted to protect
the prisoners. Following this
episode, Bonney joined up with one
of Tunstall’s foremen and formed a
group of young men who vowed to
become vigilantes, searching out
the evil-doers and corrupt politi-
cians, along with bankers who
tightly controlled the territory.
This group called themselves “The
Regulators,” and a more re-
cent film, “Young Guns,” portrayed
their pursuits fairly close to reality.
Emilio Estevez played Billy The
Kid. This film portrayed a very dif-



Alexander McSween

ferent shooting of Tunstall, but the
result of Bonney becoming a reck-
less killer was the same.

In the film, “Chisum,” Pat Gar-
rett was a member of the posse re-
turning the two deputies to
Lincoln, but in reality, Garrett did-

worwelenasjacks.oom

n’t meet Bonney until mid-1880.
It was a short-lived acquaintance,
however, as in April of 1881, carry-
ing an arrest warrant for murder,
Garrett closed in on Bonney at a
ranch owned by Pete Maxwell.
Garrett had been talking in a
darkened bedroom with Maxwell
when Bonney slipped into the
house through a side door, then en-
tered the room. Maxwell an-
nounced “That’s him; That’s Billy
The Kid,” whereupon Garrett drew
his revolver and fired twice, killing
Billy The Kid instantly.

“Chisum” is a wonderful movie,
and that it is mostly fact-based on
a huge historical event, makes it all
the more interesting to us Cowboys
and historians in America. John
Wayne stands tall in my mind, and
every Cowboy should see this
movie again to watch The Duke in
one of his best! PS: John Wayne
COULD have been cast as Sheriff
Pat Garrett, as Garrett was also six
feet four inches tall in real life!

John Wayne: May 26, 1907 — June
11, 1979. Rest in peace, tall man!

Blackthorne4440@aol.com £
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Dr. Buck Montgomery,
SASS #18071
Trail Boss

ow Lucy, before I get to
“Splain’n” what I'm re-
ferring to with that, out
of the ordinary, article
headline, let me interject that al-
though I am not a “Reenactor,” 1
thoroughly appreciate the intense
dedication most of these groups
have when it comes to preserving
the History of America’s Wild West.
Okay, I must admit though, I am
still rather perplexed and puzzled
as to why, when I type the word
Reenactor, I get that bothersome
“Red Squiggly Line” from spell-
check! Every Ding Dang, Dad
Burn Time!

Now, whether you are part of a
Gunfight Group of Reenactors or
not, you may be asking yourself,
what can WWPAS offer up that can
turn Reenacting into “Real Act-
ing?” Well, surprisingly, the an-
swer is rather simple. In the world
of reenacting, it is the goal of these
countless groups across the coun-

try to recreate Old West moments,
emulate characters, and educate
audiences during their festival,
fair, and community performances,
about the history of both factual
and sometimes fictional occur-
rences from America’s West.
Here’s where the professional per-
formers and skilled technicians of
the WWPAS come in to make these
presentations more entertaining,
and thus more credible!

Case in point ... In the world of
Single Action Shooting, an activity
that even major aficionados and
big dogs in SASS will readily
admit, is not an entertainment-
based or spectator event, but it can
be if presented in the right light,
such as having a seasoned per-
former like Bob Munden perform
his amazing shooting skills ... to
coin a phrase, “Now That’s Enter-
tainment.” Although Bob’s por-
trayal of the sport is not an
accurate depiction of what it is re-
ally all about, it very possibly will
entice viewers to be interested
enough to venture into the sport!
Once again ... entertainment was
the determining factor!

Back to those Gunfight groups

Make no mistake—
when the bad guy suddenly grabs a crate and pieces fly
everywhere—you’ve got everyone’s attention!

The Original
TRANSFORMERS!

“Reenactors”

“Real Actors”

By Dr. Buck Montgomery, SASS #18071
WWPAS Trail Boss

P

R possible to hear ...

Gunfights are gunfights—
and every good show has them ...
generally lots of them!
Adding some pyrotechnics
to the menu is always
a crowd-pleasing surprise!

that replicate historical gunfights
and moments in America’s western
history. A somewhat famous Hol-
lywood stuntman was once quoted
as saying, “If history was more in-
teresting ... more people would be
reading books than going to the
movies!” {Authors Note: Hey, I said
that!} Case in point ... 92% of
people went to see the movie
Tombstone, as compared to 17%
that ever checked out a library
book on the same subject! But,
after watching the movie, 78% of
those same folks picked up a
book, a True West magazine,
Chronicle of the Old West, or
some other form of literature to
find out more information about
this historic event.

Back again to the core of this
conversation ... understandably,
the vast majority of Gunfight
reenactment groups do their per-
formances strictly for the “Love
of the Game,” 95% of the time
without any monetary compen-
sation. {Short of feed’'n and wa-
ter'n for their members}
which is all well and good, if
that’s all ya wanna do. But, if

VISIT US AT SASSNET.COM

you are in a group that wants to
“up the ante,” and become a group
that can charge a reasonable nom-
inal fee for your performances, be-
cause you are providing some
“Real” entertainment value, rather
than yet another 15 to 30 minute
skit that has audiences straining
to follow the show because the di-
alogue is either too wordy or im-
or both, and
find themselves checking the score
of today’s game on their iPod,
rather than holding their atten-
tion to what should/could be the
fun, action packed show in front of
them, this is where WWPAS and
the varied Wild West Arts skills
come into play! Sure any group
can gather up period clothing from
some great resources like Wild
West Mercantile in Mesa, AZ, or

Mixing dialog, action, and the antics
of a comic “side-kick” keeps the
attention of young and old alike!



Stunts are not the simple, spur of the moment events they appear to be—
training, technique, and practice are vital to “getting it right” and making it all seem “natural.”

some custom leather apparel from
Michael J. Guli Designs, along
with authentic gun leather from
Mernickle, firearms from Pieta or
EMF, hats from Bronco Sue, and
blanks from the largest supplier
for Hollywood films, and my #1
choice, Joe Swanson in Kingman,
Arizona ... but all that doesn’t
guarantee a show that is both an
entertaining and enlightening per-
formance for the audience!

Now, take that same perform-
ance and add some Wild West Arts
skills, {Gun Spinning, Bull Whip-
ping, Trick Roping, or probably the
best addition ... Stunt Fighting}
and this is the important part, all
executed “appropriately,” and you
now have a show that can be con-
sidered “Professional.”  Lookie
there, what you now have might
even go beyond working for food
and drinks to an actual “PAID
PERFORMANCE” {Can I get a
“Yee Haw” from the Halleluiah
Choir?} In essence, you have gone
from “Reenactors” to ... wait for it
... here it comes ... “Real Actors!”
The hardest job in this equation is
selecting “who” is best qualified to
do the skills required to make this
add up to a great performance.
The best analogy to explain this is,
“Creating a Gunfight Skit is like
making a Movie!” Just like on a
film, there are the stars, co-stars,
extras, character actors
{comics/sidekicks]}, stunt person-
nel, script writers, prop masters,
and a director {trust me, you never
want more than one of those}. So,
in every Gunfight Group, its mem-
bers all have their strong points,
some are better actors, stunt per-
sonnel, costumers, script writers,
background extras, etc. ... but hav-

e

ing each individual understand
that, is yet another task indeed! I
like to refer to it as the ... “Do you
know the meaning of ... NO?” ...
Simply stated, if a group member
is not qualified to perform a cer-
tain task {lead roll, comedy, stunts,
etc.}, then that person needs to bow
out of performing such a duty for
the betterment of the group!

Now, in regards to the Wild
West Arts, and their inclusion to a
Gunfight Reenactment, any of
these elements must be performed
at a level of expertise matching the
reenactment, otherwise the overall
performance will be compromised!
Trust me, an inadequate Gun Spin-
ning display, Bull Whip demonstra-
tion, or Stunt Fight scenario will
take your show into a quick down-
ward spin! But, if preformed cor-
rectly, any of these elements could
boost your show way over the top!!!
As an example ... I have personally
been involved in some current film-
ing with True West Magazine and
PBS as their True West Casting
Agent, and have employed several
Reenactors along with WWPAS
members in episodes of the upcom-
ing segments, all because I have
been able to supply them with a
variety of unique, versatile, and
skilled performers, that have al-
lowed me to single out their
“strong points.”

Bottom Line ... for all those
“Reenactment Groups” out there
... if you are wanting to have your
group evolve by expanding your
group’s abilities, let the profes-
sional performance skills available
through your membership re-
sources at SASS-WWPAS “Wild
West Performing Arts Society”
help you to create a show that is
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Reenactors ... when an audience witnesses
a performance of some fancy six-gun spin-
ning, trick roping, bull whip action, or dar-
ing stage stunts, as compared to just a
barrage of gunfire with everyone shoot’n off
round after round of loud blanks at the end
of a show ... you are seeing a show that
holds their attention from beginning to end,
rather than ... setting off car alarms! {Al-
though, that is rather fun!} Simply stated,
your show should first and foremost be ...
entertaining!

At WWPAS, we are dedicated to preserv-
ing America’s Wild West Arts and Heritage!
We encourage you to contact us directly, and
to become part of SASS-WWPAS ... TODAY!

Breaking News ... Groups or Events
looking to promote themselves and their
events, or looking for some great insurance,
go to: www:thereenactors.com. Our good
friend Will Roberts has created a great web-
site specifically for the reenactment and
Wild West Arts community ... Check it out!

Well, as always, my bunkhouse door is
available for knock’n and my wireless tele-
graph {623 521-3856} is charged just in case
ya have any questions, want information on
WWPAS, or just want to be added to my “ever
growing” list of people that receive our special
monthly WWPAS Gazette Newsletter ... 2.

not only a step above, but
also a show that merits
more demand, both in au-
dience appreciation and
dollar value!

As a quick comparison
to the Wild West Arts
skills and the Shoot’em up
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stage Points Scori

By Happy Jack, SASS Life/ Regulator #20451

he stage points scoring
system used at the Wild
Bunch™ Action Shooting

World Championships in

2012 is an adaptation of the method
used for many years by IPSC. It is
simplified from their version, which
uses “hit factor” as the divider. Since
we don’t have different power factor
divisions, and we don’t have targets
with different scoring rings, the sys-
tem we use is the total stage time
(raw time + misses + penalties -
bonuses) as the divider (denomina-
tor). It is important to understand
that scoring for awards is WITHIN
CATEGORY (only). In Wild Bunch™
Action Shooting there are four cate-
gories (Traditional, Modern, Lady
Traditional, and Lady Modern).
Shooters in the other three categories
have NO effect on the shooter’s score.
Unlike most scoring systems where
all shooters at the match are grouped
together and scores are determined
based on overall finish within the
whole, in this system only shooters
within a given category are scored
against each other. It makes no sense
to have categories that are supposed
to be different, but score them all to-
gether. With this system, the results
are a straight line based purely on the
shooter’s time against the best time
for the given course of fire (stage)
within their category. There is no
“bell curve” as seen in rank points,
and more difficult courses of fire have
more value (stage points), which is
not reflected in a Total Time match.
The system is a compromise between
Rank Point and Total Time scoring.
The results are more closely aligned
with total time than with rank points.
It is important to understand the
system requires some advanced input
from the course of fire (stage) design-
ers to the scoring system. Every HIT
required is worth 10 points. A course
of fire of 20 pistol, 10 rifle, and 6 shot-
gun requires 36 hits, so it is worth
360 points. A course of fire of 20-6-5
requires 31 hits, so it is worth 310
points. A course of fire of 10-10-4 re-
quires 24 hits, so it is worth 240
points. A pistol only stage of 25 hits
is worth 250 points. Bonus targets
are NOT required hits, so they are
not included in the course of fire
count. Ifhit, they are just deductions

from the total stage time. The value

of each course of fire must be input

into the scoring system. This is what
allows more difficult courses of fire to
be of greater value.

For every course of fire (stage)
there will be four shooters who get
ALL the stage points (Modern, Tradi-
tional, Lady Traditional, and Lady
Modern). Each shooter gets a % of
the stage points based on the winning
time of the best shooter within their
category.

EXAMPLES: Stage 1 course of fire
(20-10-6) requires 36 hits so it is
worth 360 stage points.

Modern winner shoots it in 20.05 sec-
onds. Gets 360 stage points.

Another shooter in Modern shoots it
in 21.03 seconds: 20.05/21.03 =
.9534% X 360 = 343.22 stage points.

Another shooter in Modern gets a
SDQ. A SDQ gets 0 stage points.

Traditional winner shoots it in 22.06
seconds. Gets 360 stage points

Another shooter in Traditional shoots
it in 24.05 seconds: 22.06/24.05 =
9173% X 360 = 330.23 stage
points.

Another shooter in Traditional shoots
it in 30.05 seconds: 22.06/30.05 =
7341% X 360 = 264.28 stage
points.

Lady Modern winner shoots it in
21.46 seconds. Gets 360 stage
points.

Another shooter in Lady Modern
shoots it in 23.86 seconds:
21.46/23.86 = .8982% X 360 =
323.35 stage points.

Another shooter in Lady Modern
shoots it in 44.64 seconds:
21.46/44.64 = .4807% X 360 =
173.05 stage points

Lady Traditional winner shoots it in
23.04 seconds gets 360 stage
points.

Another shooter in Lady Traditional
shoots it in 25.65 seconds:
23.04/25.65 = .8982% X 360 =
323.35 stage points.

Another shooter in Lady Traditional
gets a DNF. A DNF gets 0 stage
points.

Times are recorded to .01 sec-
onds so there are two significant fig-
ures. Time is already .00 so % is
calculated to .0001. Since we have
two significant figures, stage points
are awarded to .01.

As can be seen the stage points
awarded are a straight line (not a
curve) based on each shooter’s total
stage time. It doesn’t matter whether
there are 2 or 2000 shooters in the
category. To get the “Top 10” or
“Sweet 16” or just the top overall
Male and Female a SEPARATE cal-
culation run is made with only the
top shooter regardless of category re-
ceiving all the stage points for each
course of fire. (This is the system cur-
rently used by both the total time and
rank point systems by SASS from
which they pick the individual cate-
gory winners and placements). This
stage points scoring system is cur-
rently in the SASS scoring system
used by CD Tom at END of TRAIL,
but I don’t know when a new release
with it will be issued. It is also in the
A.C.E.S. system that was demon-
strated at END of TRAIL and used by

1y System

T-Bone Dooley at his recent matches.
It is a fairly simple calculation, so a
spreadsheet to do it would be easy.

Is the system perfect?? NO. No
system that is workable over a wide
variety of stage designs that is simple
enough for widespread use is perfect.
This system has proven to be simple
enough for widespread use and still
allow for more complicated courses of
fire to have higher value. Many at-
tempts have been made over the
years to make more difficult courses
of fire have higher value based on
some formula of movement, size, and
distance, but all have failed. Assign-
ing different values to every target
based on its perceived difficulty by
the designer have resulted in anar-
chy. Over tens of years and hundreds
of thousands of matches, this system
has proven to be the most fair and ac-
curate of all those tried. £
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REVOLVERS ' CONVERSIONS
Ba“ Put To The Tis<§D B

Conversions, Open Tops,
and some Conclusions

By Long Johns Wolf, SASS #81095,
Panhandle Paden, SASS #68806,
umble Bee, BDS #2589, Socks, SASS #69087,
and Magic Joe, SASS #92431

Custom Conversions
Colt 1860 Army - base pistols
from Fabriques d’Armes Unies
de Liege or Centaure:

C

onversion artists like the
harder steel of the Bel-
gian Centaures for Colt
1860 type conversions.

Comments on the Centaure
Mumme Colt Long Cylinder conver-
sions #120X7 and #120X9: Both
conversions are reliable and highly
accurate shooting irons with
smokeless loads despite the short
barrels. One of the authors won the
bullet splitting side match at the
annual match of the Canadian
River Regulators (Amarillo, Texas)
in 2011 with #120X9.

During the 4th
string of the
blackpowder se-
ries the tip of
the firing pin of
#120X7 broke after a total mileage
of around 800 rounds. Cartridges
were no longer ignited.
During the
initial trials
with black-
powder loads

and possibly applying a drop of Bal-
listol or a spray shot of WD-40 to
this area is indicated!

After shooting smokeless
rounds, the empties usually drop
from the chambers from gravity
only, but use of a rod is needed to
remove the cases after blackpow-
der loads. The rear sight on top of
the barrel is easily aligned with
the front sight, even if you have
older eyes.

Comments on these two Cen-
taure Nedbal Colt 1860 Army
Richards (R1) #40X9 and Richards
Transitional (R2) #69X1 conver-

Centaure Nedbal Colt 1860
Army Richards (R1) #40X9 (top)
and Richards Transitional
(R2) #69X1 (bottom) conversions

sions: They are reliable, accurate
shooting irons with smokeless
loads. For Cowboy Action Shoot-
ing™ the factory issued high ten-

we had trouble cocking and
turning the cylinder of
#120X9 because MoS2 was

Centaure-Mumme Colt Army
Long Cylinder conversions
#120X9 (top) and #120X7

(bottom): no loading gate like

the originals

used to lube the arbor.
After switching to a Vase-
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blackpowder fouling is due
to the PC conversion cylin-
der installed without gas
ring to protect the arbor.
Therefore, cleaning the
front side of the cylinder
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sion main spring should be ex-
changed for an aftermarket lighter
one. During recoil the loading gate
would drop open from time to time.
This did not affect function, how-
ever. Both conversions have a nice,
crisp trigger, which helps in side
matches where maximum accuracy
is required over longer distances.
From the 4% string blackpowder
fouling started to take its toll. That
was quickly cured with Teflon paste
applied to the barrel sides of the
cylinders.

Target acquisition 1is easy
thanks to the highly visible rear
sight on top of the Richards’s (R1)
conversion ring. The Richards
model would be an ideal conversion
for Cowboy Action, but is currently

Uberti Mumme Remington New
Model Army factory conversion
#242X9: no conversion ring,
ungated like the originals
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available as custom conversions
only. More than 10 years ago a rel-
atively cheaply made variant was
manufactured by now defunct Ital-
ian maker Armi San Marco. They
are out of business after quality is-
sues. We did not have an Uberti
Richards Transitional (R2) mar-
keted since 2007with the rear sight
as a notch on the hammer available
for comparison to the Centaure cus-
tom conversion in the test.
Remington New Model 1863
Army - base pistols from
Uberti: These two Remington cus-
tom conversions with close dimen-
sions of their originals remind
today’s shooters that our forefa-
thers in the 19th century were so
much shorter — by the smack of the
trigger-guard on the middle finger
of the shooting hand during recoil —
because Remingtons were designed
for the smaller hands back then.
Comments on Uberti
Mumme Rem-
ington New
Model Army

conversion

factory
#242X9: Reliable, accurate shooting
iron with smokeless loads. She was
lubed with MoS2 during the first
blackpowder trial and failed miser-
ably. When she had the 2" go with
blackpowder cartridges lubed with
HP .357, we could not register the
same functional improvements that
were noted on the Colt conversion
clones. The contact area or rubbing
surface of cylinder, barrel, and
frame is just too much compared to
the lubing surface of the tiny cylin-
der pin. Too little lube can be ap-
plied for long-lasting function.
Therefore, on this conversion it is
mandatory to clean and lube the
contact areas between every string,
possibly enhanced by a few drops of
Ballistol between barrel end and

Uberti Nedbal Remington New Model Army
42T field conversion #563X1: copied from an
original in the gunsmith’s collection, it
features a wide conversion ring, loading
gate, and dovetailed front sight on barrel

forefront of the cylinder on the
cylinder pin. If you are a Colt fan
used to spring loaded ejectors, you
will have your learning curve with
the attached PC but not the spring-
loaded ejector. The trigger breaks
pleasantly crisp.

Comments on this Uberti Ned-
bal Remington New Model Army
field conversion #563X1: An accu-
rate shooter with no difference in
the POI from smokeless or black-
powder loads! As was to be ex-
pected, no issues with smokeless
rounds. Now and then the loading
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gate would drop open during recoil
from the hotter blackpowder car-

tridges. This did not affect the
overall function in any way,
though.

No effect of blackpowder foul-
ing was notable until the 3" string.
Application of a little WD-40 to the
forefront of the cylinder took care
of this. However, an increasing
number of failures to ignite the
blackpowder rounds was noted
from the 4 string. Mushrooming
of the tip of the hammer mounted
firing pin was diagnosed. The fir-
ing pin did not reach the primers
any more. We had to withdraw this
conversion from further shooting
during the 5th string.

(Continued on page 36)
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WOODEN WORKS WEST.

VISIT US AT SASSNET.COM




Page 36  Cotuboy Chronicle

(Continued from page 35)

Conversions of the
Replica Industry

Pistols discussed here are not
converted C&B revolvers, but
breechloaders designed to shoot car-
tridges within SAAMI or CIP speci-
fications. Major parts like frame,
cylinder, or barrels are beefed-up.
They cannot be exchanged for corre-
sponding parts of their brethren
from the front stuffer
production line!

Uberti Colt 1851 Navy

Rlchards-Mason conversion #X053X8:

heavy from all brass Tiffany grip

Comments on Uberti Colt 1851
Navy Richards-Mason conversion
#053X8: There sure are conversion
aficionados out there who prefer
Navy over Army size pistols, includ-
ing the smaller bore size! That’s
why Uberti is marketing these styl-
ish belt pistols converted by the
Richards-Mason method since the
turn of the century in .38 Special

October 2012

Cap & Ball Revolvers & Conversions -3b ...

caliber. Since we happened to have
one such Italian conversion in the
armament, and because one South-
western cowboy asked for it, and
she needed some exercise anyhow,
she was run through the torture
test like the Armies.

Her solid Tiffany grip moves
the gravity center of this pistol to
the front of the trigger-guard,
whereas the other revolvers in the
test with “regular” grips and com-
parable barrel lengths are much
more barrel heavy. Some
biting during recoil
from the sharply
structured surface
of the Tiffany grip was
mentioned by one tester.

Again reliability was to be
tested, but we also wished to find
out if the factor of 112,5 can be
reached with smokeless and black-
powder loads in this minor caliber
without approaching critical pres-
sure levels. We found we would hit
POA with both loads. This is a cool
and reliable shooter. Blackpowder
fouling was notable from the 3%
string and was successfully cured
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aka "D'Hatterman”

SASS Life #4287
Appearing live & in person.
VAW DBARJHAT.COM

(F02) 430-0681

Uberti Colt 1860 Army Richards-Mason
Conversion #X192X5

by Teflon paste applied to the front
side of the cylinder.

Comments on Uberti Colt 1860
Army Richards-Mason conversion
#027X1: This is another both reli-
able and accurate shooter with
smokeless and blackpowder car-
tridges. Thanks to the bottomed ar-
bour, the POI is readily
reproducible. We were not amused
by this creeping, grainy trigger that
required a lot of pull, but broke
without smack.

This is another conversion that
just did not work with MoS2 lubing
and blackpowder loads during the
first round of trials. After generous
lubing with Vaseline, this pistol
functioned during the 6% string as
easily and reliably as during the 15
one. Thanks to the gas ring no
cleaning or extra lubing between
strings was needed.

Comments on Uberti Colt Army

1860 Richards-Mason conversion
#192X5: This NIB conversion on
loan from HEGE had a similar un-
pleasant trigger pull like before
mentioned #X027X1. The target
pattern with smokeless loads was
very tight and only marginally
above the POA due to the PC front
sight. POI moved up significantly
with blackpowder rounds, but was
manageable at 12 o’clock. As ex-
pected, function was very satisfac-
tory with smokeless cartridges, but
this pistol just had its particular ad-
verse reactions to blackpowder foul-
ing. The application of Teflon paste
only marginally improved the han-
dling. From the 3" string
on, the left
hand of the
shooter had
to help turning the
cylinder during cocking.

Uberti Colt Open
Top 1871-72: They look
like conversions, but
were developed during the early
1870s as breechloaders. They are
actually the predecessors of the fa-
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Uberti Colt 1860 Army Richards-Mason

conversion #X027X1
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Uberti Colt Open Top 1871-72
#X099X6: reliable without tuning,
but a bottomed out arbour
would serve her well

Uberti Colt Open Top
1871-72 #X029X4 (top)
and #X122X2 (bottom)

mous Colt Single Action Army!
Back during the days and today
% they are available as “New
Model” with the big Army
S orip, or “Old Model” with
the smaller Navy grip.
Our testers were tall cowboys with
big hands. They were not comfort-
able with the latter model.
Comments on Uberti Colt Open
Top 1871-72 # X029X4 and X122X2:
two sweet, reliable, and accurate
match pistols with smokeless and
blackpowder rounds thanks to their
complete overhaul and HP .357 be-
tween gas ring and arbor. Even 10
weeks after their last workout with
blackpowder cartridges, but with-
out any cleaning since then, they
still function 100% without any ev-
idence of rust! The bottomed out
arbour makes sure the POI will al-
ways be the

Comments on Uberti Colt Open
Top 1871-72 # X099X6: When the
wedge was pushed in to the proper




Colt Upen Top Tl Model Thd Model
eral e RO TR RGN G

i Lo id Colt A5 Colt

Manufactarediproof 2003 (BT) 2008 (00

el

Milepge’ g noneE

Grip mirly fitted, thick layer|fnirly Gtted, thick layor
af varnished, slippery] of vornished, slippery)
walnut walnul

Bareal in a. ]

Cylinder gap mm a1 0l

(B LHOE JCHEE

Rifting prooes dis e A A

Chamber mouth dia in | 428, 491, 420, 427, 453, A53, 4b1, 453,
498, 439 450, 453

[V black 208 6 (1.2 244 8 (L4}

powder m's 68T, 7T (L2) BOAE (L4)

L

Vi emaoheless mfs 164,2 (L3 2244 (LA2

ipa Gl A3 1) TS5, 1 (L)

MM 5P 137 510L.2) 2008 (L4)

MIFP Mitro 130,58 (120 1472 (14}

Modifications nons none

Candition NI froe HEGE NIB from HEGE

Uberti Colt Open Top 1871-72
#X041X0: comfortable
little shorty

worked well as lube.

Comments on Uberti Colt
Open Top 1871-72 #X041X0: We
noted POI slightly to

the

right with both

smokeless and  blackpowder
rounds. The creepy and rough trig-
ger pull would benefit from a little
stoning. None of the testers took
issue with the short sight line. The

depth, this piece functioned reliably,
and we found a reproducible POI
with smokeless and blackpowder
rounds. But we were not always
lucky with the wedge. The POI
turned out to be “variable.” WD-40

firing pin was a mite too long and
pierced a few primers. This Open
Top performed reliably with
smokeless and blackpowder rounds
and comfortably as well ... if you
have smaller hands.

October 2012

Comments on Uberti Colt Open'
Top M 1871-72 #X164X6: Another
reliable iron out of the box for the
1875 class with both smokeless and
blackpowder rounds, but the grainy
trigger has anguished one tester.

Uberti Remington New
Model 1863 Navy and Army con-
versions: Compared to the almost
delicate pistol converted from an
Uberti C&B Remington, the "fac-
tory” conversions of the New Model
1863 Navy and Army alike are a
hulk of a shooting iron. To give you
an idea, the diameter of the .44 Colt
cal. conversion cylinder of the pre-
vious percussion revolvers meas-
ures only 41,02 mm (1.615 in), but
the mighty gun from Gardone in .45
Colt cal. solid 42,03 mm (1.655 in).
There seems to be no other way to
accommodate six rounds of .45 Colt
in straight bored chambers. Like-
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wise the forged frame is
higher, the distance be-
tween trigger guard
and grip was in-

creased, which
makes for an
overall higher

weight of these massive
pistols. While their dimensions are
no longer PC, they are comfortable
shooters even with hot loads. In
contrast to clones of the Remington
percussion revolvers, the trigger
guard of these revolvers no longer
smack the middle fingers of the
shooting hands even with heavy
handed shooters. The front sight is
dove tailed on the barrel, the wide
conversion ring of the Army version
was mostly found on Navy conver-
sions of the 19* century.

After 60 rounds through each of
the two revolvers, they were com-
pletely disassembled for the final
cleaning before being shipped back
to HEGE. We are pleased to report
we did not find any blackpowder
crud or fouling within the action.
We also discovered no traces of lead

(Continued on page 38)
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Growing in size:
Uberti Remington New Model 1863 Army

#X237X4 .45 Colt (top),
custom conversion in .44 Colt of

Uberti-percussion revolver #232X9 (bottom)

fpa

MIP blackpowder
MIP amokeless
Modificationatuning
Condition

556, 68, 358, 964,
957, 357
995,1 (L1)
7385 (L1)
268,7 (L1)
481,68 (L1)
118,7 (L1)
159,8 (L1)

rerf

NIB from HEGE

New Model Navy New Model Army
Conversions
[Seria! pumber R 23784
Caliber in .38 Spezial A5 Colt
Manufactured/proof  |2011 (CH) 2011 (CH)
test
“Mileage™ none none
|Grip nigely fitted, thick nicely fitted, thick
layer of varnished, layer of varnished,
slippery walnut slippery walnut
Barrel in T 3 o]
Cylinder gap mm 0,2 (0,15
LA D06
Rifling groove dig in b 450

447, 451, 447, 445,
A48, 446
956.4 (L4)
|841.2 (L4}
200,58 (L4)
I66H 50 L4
210,3 (L4}
131,8 (L4)

T
NIB from HEGE

5,5" tube installed, this model
should have potential with the
gamers in the 1890
class.

Comments on

Uberti Rem-
! ington
., New

(Continued from page 37)

in the forcing cone. Whether the
small parts of their action are com-
patible with the C&B brethren
was not investigated.

Uberti Remington New
Model 1863 Navy #X236X1

Comments on Uberti Reming-
ton New Model 1863 Navy
#X236X1: Accuracy was satisfactory
with both smokeless and blackpow-
der rounds. We were pleased with
POIs almost in the targets’ center.
Of course, this revolver digests
smokeless rounds without a hitch,
but the proof of the pudding
was her performance with
blackpowder. From the
3" string we noted
increasing cock-
ing problems

Model 1863 Army #X237X4: We
found excellent accuracy and an
identical POI with light smokeless
and hotter blackpowder rounds, de-
spite the heavy duty trigger pull.
When the ejector rod was pulled
hard, it slipped from its guiding
tube. No big issue, just push
it back in. Cocking be-
came difficult
from

from black- -
Powder fou}— Uberti Remington New Model 1863
ing.  This was Army #X237X4
fixed with Teflon paste.
After shooting smokeless the 3rd string with blackpowder.

This was reduced to a tolerable
level with spray shots of WD-40 to
the fore-side of the cylinder.
Conclusions to be presented
next month ...
© Wolf D. Niederastroth
April 1, 2012 £

rounds, the empties dropped from
the chambers without help of the
ejector. This one has a reasonable
trigger pull, but the geometry of
grip, trigger, and hammer requires
a learning curve. Among Reming-
ton aficionados, and with a shorter

Little Known Fact

When a woman mourned for her husband in the 1860s,
she spent a minimum of two-and-a-half years in mourning.
That meant little or no social activities: no parties,
no outings, no visitors, and a wardrobe that consisted of
nothing but black. (Shame on Scarlet O’Hara!)

The husband, when mourning for his wife, however,
spent three months in a black suit.
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www.thegunengraver.com
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Brass Recovery Made Easy

By Cree Vicar Dave, SASS Life Regulator #49907

s . | e
Tl A s

Trying ta hit the tarp with the empties. I found it is a whole lot easier ta
place the spent brass on the tarp with a rifle than it is with the 1911!

eems ya always lose
some brass at a match,
that’s understandable.
The grass eats a few, and
the rest are left for seed. At the
price of brass nowadays, it would be
good if a brass tree sprouted up at
the range.

As I was gathering all the
“must haves” for practice yesterday,
the thought crossed my mind to put
down a plastic tarp for the empty
cases to land on. The spent brass
blends in very nicely with grass,
sand, etc. making them hard to find.
One could easily leave half behind.

That would not be wise. It says in
James 1:5 (RSV), “If any of you
lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who
gives to all men generously and
without reproaching, and it will be
given him.”

Thad used an 8' X 10' tarp a few
days back so it lay handily by the
shop door. Placement of the tarp is
trial and error. Some rifles toss the
brass to the back, some to the front,
some to the side, and others any
combination of the above. If you
participate in Wild Bunch, then
more time is spent locating the
empty cases than shooting. It’s eas-

ier if you have someone handy to
help position the tarp to match the
brass trajectory. Then try ta re-
member ta stand in the same spot
after you refill the gun.

You may be a thinkin’ “How did
ya do?” Well, not too bad for the
first time. I went out ta break in a
new 1911. In the first couple
strings the brass mostly missed the
mark, but things did improve.
When I tried to look for brass in the
grass, less than half were recovered.
The ones that landed on the tarp
were 100% restored. Scouring the
ground for a while, I recovered 40
brass out of the 50 spent. After re-
trieving a rake, only three were un-

Cotuboy Thronicle Page 39

Er s P ER
Y T
Cree Vicar Dave,
SASS Life Regulator #49907

accounted for. A rake works well for
recovering lost brass. You can see
them when they move and hear
them hitting the tines of the rake.
Looking back on the experi-
ence, a larger tarp would work
much better, giving a little more
flexibility on where to stand and
less time spent looking for way-
ward brass. At the very least you
won’t have to search the ground for
empty cases in the area where the
tarp is lying. One thing is for sure,
it’s a whole lot easier locating brass
on a tarp than spotting the little
buggers in the grass!
creevicardave@hotmail.com
wwuw.suckercreek.org
Photos by:
The Vicars wife &
Indian Paintbrush .
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Captain Baylor modeling the
Mernickle Evil Roy Slim Jim rig
with matching shotgun belt.

(Photo by Lorrie Lott,
Mr. Quigley Photography)

he full name of the gun is
“The 2012 Founders
Ranch Chapel Fund ‘Coy-
ote Cap’ M-1901, 70/150 —
12 gauge rifle/shotgun combo.” It
could be yours.

Now let’s back up and see where
it came from and why you want it.
First, you have to know Coyote Cap,
SASS Life #14184. I will mention
Cap is one of my oldest friends in
SASS, a friendship that started
when I was looking for a ‘97 gun-
smith and found him. He has done
several shotguns for me. The first
thing you should know about him is
over the last ten years, he has do-
nated over 150 “Custom” firearms
and countless laser engraving and
action job certificates to help pro-
mote local, State, Regional, National,
and World Championship shooting
events, the SASS Scholarship Fund,
the St. Jude’s Children’s Research
Hospital, the new Founders Ranch
Chapel Fund, as well as personal
SASS member family tragedies and
other worthy causes.

The name was a nickname his
father picked up on the rodeo circuit
in the 1930s. The original Coyote
Cap was a master gunsmith, and so
is his son.

In 1998 Cap got a phone call

e - =
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CaMp BAYLOR

By Captain George Baylor, SASS Life #24287

from Interstate Arms Corp. (I.A.C.)
President, Marty Arnstien. He gave
Cap the background of his ideas re-
garding building shotguns for Cow-
boy Action Shooting™ and wanted
Cap to go with him to China as an
expert in the inner workings of John
M. Browning’s shotguns. Arnstien
wanted Cap to do the development
and redesign work so the guns
would not only be “super-safe” and
almost indestructible, but also be ca-
pable of use with modern ammuni-
tion. Bringing back after over 100
years the Model 1897 was the first
project. Then came the M-99 ham-
mered double, and M-1887 and M-
1901 lever action shotguns.

“At first I didn’t want to go, as I
had seen enough of Southeast Asia
from my experiences in Viet-Nam,”
said Cap.

I.A.C. had chosen Norinco to
make the first reverse engineered
M-97s. Cap saw several problems
with those first 100 prototypes sent
over from the Norinco plant and
made a decision to offer to be of some

help in Mr. Arnstien’s projects, but

g L

(b
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No, I didn’t actually “test” the shot-

gun! I ran some dummies through
it. If the winner wants to shoot it in
competition, it appears to be ready.

he still didn’t want to go to China to
do it. “However, Mr. Arnstien can be
a very persuasive individual, and
after a year of phone calls, and my
telling him ‘not only no, but heck no,
I won’t go’, maybe I should re-think
my earlier decision, because I kept
seeing a whole lot of worn out (and
dangerous) M-97s.” Cap saw the
handwriting on the wall as to just
how bad off Cowboy Action Shoot-
ing™ was for good, SAFE shotguns.

. “It was then I decided to suck up my

personal feelings and make the first
of several trips to China.”

Then, Norinco was banned from
importing to the USA by Secretary

: =k of State Warren Christopher. As a

Everything you see here is included—
the case, the choke tube set, in addition to the one of a kind
2012 Founders Ranch Chapel Fund ‘Coyote Cap’ M-1901,
70/150 - 12 gauge rifle/shotgun combo.

" result, there are extremely few ac-
. tual Norinco-built shotguns in the

US. 1.A.C,, in order to build better
and safer firearms that would be
legal to import made M-97 shotguns
in the Rishao Shandong #1 plant in
Eastern China.

Cap insisted on some American
made parts. “The only stipulations I
made to Mr. Arnstien was I pre-
ferred to put Americans to work in
building these shotguns. Namely, I
wanted to see hand-rubbed, Ameri-
can Walnut stocks, Birchwood/Casey
stock stain (55 gal drums of the stuff
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“Coyote Cap 1901 Prototype”

14 'I-"'-E'r
is in gold-filled letters.

went to China), Pachmayr recoil
pads, Marble (#4 large brass) front
sight beads, 12 and 20ga. Clymer
and Manson chambering reamers
and choke tube reamers and thread-
ing cutters. All those items were
sent to China. It was an important
decision that drove the prices up, but
also the quality.”

“As years passed and the ILA.C.
M-97 became more and more reli-
able and far safer than any M-97
Winchester made, improvements
were so numerous it was hard to un-
derstand just when those important
inventions and upgrades occurred in
the I.LA.C. M-97 and also in the first
of the I.A.C. M-87 lever action shot-
guns of today.”

After the M-97 and the M-99
hammered double came the M-87
project, starting, like the M-97 and
M-99, reverse engineering a used M-
87 lever action 12 gauge Winchester.
The problem with the very first
I.A.C. M-87 was in the length of the
throw in the bolt/lever combination
for use in modern 2-3/4" ammuni-
tion. The cartridge would not clear
the top of the chamber when ex-
tracted since John Browning had de-
signed the M-87 around a 2-1/2" to
2-5/8" blackpowder cartridge.

Cap explained, “The M-97 in its
straight forward and straight back
action, is relatively simple to under-
stand in comparison to the pivoting
bolt/lever and multiple cams that
make up the bulk of the extremely



difficult to understand, (let alone
change) operation of the M-87 lever
action. The problems were so nu-
merous we gave up on the M-87.”

The Winchester 1901 is 10
gauge and has a 12" longer frame, so
the decision was made to redesign it
and make it a 12 gauge. It was a
good idea, and it worked.

Unfortunately, SASS rules of
the day (2003) stated the only
firearms allowed in SASS competi-
tion had to be original or clones of
original firearms built between the
1850s through 1899. A ban had
been placed on a .44 cal. lever action
rifle that loaded like a .22 cal. rifle.
The SASS rules were looked at
more closely.

“Obviously, we had just built a
1901 in 12 gauge and not a 10
gauge, and like the .44 rifle that
was banned, we had also built a gun
that never existed! However, twenty-
five were already hand-built as “Pro-
totypes” and several of these had
been loaned out to distributors, mag-
azine writers, and the like to be
tested and returned to I.A.C. before
starting production in early 2004.”

“Rules are rules, and I.A.C. al-
ways played by the rules and almost
immediately, the decision was made
by I.A.C. to pull the plug on the
beautiful and well made M-1901 12
gauge.” “With that tough decision
made, we needed to go back to China

To schedule your event

The stock is beautifully laser
engraved by Mogollon Drifter,
SASS Life #13690, (Regulator and

Territorial Governor) at Lasergraphic.

and completely re-design the origi-
nal M-1887 that we started with,
into what you see today.”

Cap continued, “It took us an-
other 2-1/2 years of re-design work,
here and in China to get the
bolt/lever to rotate far enough into
the rear of the frame to allow the
spent hulls to clear the chamber.
There are new hammers, new
mainsprings, new cams, new firing
pins, deeper cuts into the frame,
changes in cam timing, and then
everything that was done was sent
into the US Patent office—espe-
cially our patented “Two Shot Feed-
ing System.”

The 1901 12 gauge “Prototypes”
were recalled and shelved for eight
years. A total of 25 were built and
two more for parts, totaling 27 in all.
A decision was made by the Wild
Bunch to allow these very rare shot-
guns into SASS competition, as there
are so few of them made and most
will never leave a gun safe because
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of their value as collector’s items.

“We decided to order a “set” of
five choke tubes for these guns, con-
sisting of three internal, SASS legal
730 (Cyl), .720 (Mod), and .690
(Super Full) tubes for use in sport
shooting events and also two long,
external chokes, constricted at .640
(Turkey) for a shot pattern out to 50
yards or more and a .740 (Rifled)
tube for deer hunting with slugs.
This last tube also accommodates a
very rare cartridge John Browning
had designed for REALLY BIG
GAME—that being the .70-150 car-
tridge that never made it into pro-
duction. However, Rocky Mountain
Cartridge Co. loaded up several full
brass cartridges to handle the 925
gr. bullet (slug) for the guns, of which
one cartridge is included with this
very rare Founders Ranch Chapel
Fund gun.”

I will note when Cap sent me
the gun for this article he suggested
I not test fire the .70-150 cartridge.
I had no problems following that
suggestion. As far as testing the gun
went, I realize it’s one of a kind, so I
limited testing to 300 rounds of
blackpowder using antique corrosive
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primers—not! I decided the winner
probably would just as soon I left it
clean inside, so Tex took pictures of
me working the action, and later I
ran some dummies through it. If the
winner wants to shoot it in competi-
tion, it appears to be ready.

It’s a beautiful shotgun, with the
stocks engraved by Mogollon Drifter,
SASS Life #13690, (Regulator and
Territorial Governor), Cap’s son, and
the artist at Lasergraphic. The en-
graving is unique on a unique gun.
SASS is auctioning it in benefit of
the Chapel Fund.

Here is the “official” description
of it on the SASS website:

“Coyote Cap 1901 Prototype
Rifle/Shotgun in 70/150 caliber and
12 gauge. Barrel cut and crowned at
18 1/4 inches, premium full race ac-
tion job, 18 K gold filled lettering
and numbering. All internal parts
jeweled, chambered for modern
ammo. High grade walnut for butt
stock and forearms, custom gun
case, special Chapel artwork on butt
stock, custom made stainless steel
“Coyote Cap Commemorative” choke
tube set, and best of all, a one year
no BS Coyote Cap warranty! WOW,
and that is not all of it. There were
only 27 of the 1901s made, so this is
truly something any collector would
want for his collection, and with
Coyote Cap’s name attached to it,
you just can’t go wrong!” 4.
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RUGER VAQUERQ “Less Is More”

And Related Shooting Techniques

By Wyatt Berry Stapp Earp, SASS #76992

Continued from last month ...
5. Hammer Work (done while
frame is soaking):

a. Remove the hammer
plunger pin with 1/16 inch
punch over a %-inch hole in
a %-inch piece of scrap 1x4
on your work table. Some
pins can be very difficult to
remove and may bend your
punch in the process. If the
punch is bent, cut off the
long end and use the new
shortened punch. If the
plunger spring does not

shake out by impact against
your woodwork surface, a
brief spray of Aero-Kroil will
allow it to be shaken out.
Occasionally, I have had to
drill out the hole for the pin
using a 1/16-inch carbide
drill so that reinserting the
pin would not be a chore.
b. Select either the:
i. Factory Hammer, Trigger,
Transfer Bar, and Pawl
ii. GrandMasters/PowerCus-
tom Hammer, Trigger,
Transfer Bar, and Free-

Spin Pawl, or

iii. Grandmasters/PowerCus-
tom Competition Hammer,
Trigger, and Free-Spin
Pawl without the Transfer
Bar. While this project
was underway, I called
Randall Power to ask if he
would consider making me
a “transfer bar-less” ham-
mer on special order and
was amazed to learn his
firm already has an “un-
listed” one available for
the Ruger Vaquero. He
noted a signed release is
required to purchase the
limited-edition individu-

ally numbered hammers.
At present, hammers are
not available for the Bisley
model, but he is consider-
ing production of them.
His rationale for produc-
tion of the hammers is
that “gunsmiths” are weld-
ing-up his firm’s standard
hammer, which does not
have a safety notch. The
standard half cock notch
is, of course, present.
Figure 9.
c. Rub hammer over 200-grit
sandpaper back and forth in
one direction on a flat sur-

SASS up your Smartphone or Tablet!

That's nght, Cowboys and Cowgirls, The Single Action Shooting Society is proud to
announce an Official 5A55 App for all thin