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SASS END of TRAIL
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By Captain George Baylor, 
SASS Life #24287 Regulator

Photos by Black Jack McGinnis, SASS #2041

SASS CONVENTION

The Menger Hotel, San Antonio,
Texas, January 7-11, 2015. The

Alamo is next door. The Alamo—only a
small portion survives. It is a place of
legend. The siege of the Alamo defines
Texas. In 1836 for 13 days a few Texians
held an indefensible mission from the
most powerful army on the continent,
Santa Anna’s Mexican army. The Texi-
ans were outnumbered by more than
ten to one. The Alamo fell on the morn-
ing of March 6, 1836, and the defenders
died to the last man. Sam Houston
would rouse his troops with “Remember
the Alamo,” and “Remember Goliad.” On
a bright, sunshiny April afternoon,
through sheer luck at a patch of ground overlook-
ing a marsh called San Jacinto, Sam Houston’s
undisciplined, poorly equipped force of 910 men at-
tacked Santa Anna’s army during siesta and de-
stroyed it in 18 minutes. The fury of the Texians
over the massacres at the Alamo and Goliad re-

sulted in the death of more than 600 Mexicans
and the capture of 740, including Santa Anna.
The importance of that victory is inscribed on
the base of the 570-foot tall San Jacinto Monu-
ment: “Measured by its results, San Jacinto was
one of the decisive battles of the world. The
freedom of Texas from Mexico won here led to
annexation and to the Mexican War, resulting
in the acquisition by the United States of the
states of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada,
California, Utah, and parts of Colorado,
Wyoming, Kansas, and Oklahoma. Almost one-
third of the present area of the American na-
tion, nearly a million square miles of territory,
changed sovereignty.”

So, yes, Texans do remember the Alamo. It
might be noted I am a native Texan. I was

Historical impersonator Tom Jackson (complete with U.S. Krag carbine) 
at the Menger Bar recreates what it would have been like to be 

recruited into the Rough Riders by Theodore Roosevelt.

San Antonio12th
In
SASS CONVENTION

,
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This vintage Hopa-
long Cassidy boys

cowboy costume is one
of the many Western-
themed displays at
Geppi’s Entertainment
Museum, located next
to Camden Yards in
Baltimore. It was man-
ufactured circa 1950 by
Herman Iskin & Co. A
similar outfit in nearly
new condition and in
the original box was
sold by Hake’s Ameri-
cana & Collectibles for
$347.88 in 2007.
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so I installed that and
retested my tap water. It
now registers “clean,” so
that’s what I’ll be drinking
from now on. That or distilled water. Never being one
to go half way, I also researched home water distillers
and settled on a model available from
www.H2OLabs.com. With it I can distill one gallon of
water every evening while I sleep. Distilled water, of
course, contains NO contaminants. Finally, I’m also
currently taking HM-Chelat, available from the same
outfit that sells the self-test kits. It’s supposed to gen-
tly chelate heavy metals from your body over a period
of six months to a year. So I’ll retest myself in six
months and see how it’s going. (I’m not getting paid
by any of these companies, by the way, nor do any of
them know I’m promoting them.)

—Skinny

The SASS Convention
This issue focuses on the twelfth annual SASS

Convention, which was held in San Antonio last Jan-
uary. Of course, I couldn’t pass up attending—espe-
cially because it was being held in the place of my
birth—and I thoroughly enjoyed myself. The Conven-
tion is every bit at much fun as the articles and pho-
tos contained in this edition suggest. If you’ve never
attended one, I recommend you do so.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Hall of Fame

The Convention saw the induction of five more wor-
thy SASS members into the Hall of Fame. Welcome to
Chuckaroo (SASS #13080, Maryland); Half-A-Hand
Henri (SASS #9727, New Mexico); Jim Bowie (SASS
#4775, California); Pale Wolf Brunelle (SASS #2495,
Oregon); and Two Sons (SASS #12636, Indiana).

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Wooly Awards

Congratulations, as well to this year’s recipients
of the Wooly Award for excellence in the field of Cow-
boy Action Shooting™, awarded at the Convention’s
opening ceremonies. They are: The Alaska 49ers for
Best SASS Affiliated Club; Black Hills Ammunition
for Best Merchant; J.M. Brown (SASS #27309, North
Carolina) for Territorial Governor of the Year; SliX-
pring Products for Best Product; and Gunsmoke, The
SASS Midwest Regional Championship, Minnesota,
for Best Annual Match. See the match report on Gun-
smoke 2014 by Brat Masterson (SASS #88980), fea-
tured in last month’s issue.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
More on Lead

Last month I reported the lead levels in my body
are slightly elevated and I presumed that was be-
cause I’ve been shooting and reloading for thirty-plus
years, but that might not be the case. I subsequently
got the bright idea to test my tap water, using the
same general heavy metals test kit I purchased from
www.heavymetalstest.com and it showed levels of
lead and mercury in excess of five parts per million.
Well, I’ve been drinking that water for ten years, so
that could be the problem. After some research, I
learned that Pur’s Maxion Triple Action MineralClear
water filter removes 99% of lead and 96% of mercury,

SKINNY’S SOAPBOXi

i

Skinny, SASS #7361

�
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The third time is the charm so it is said. And it
certainly was for SASS at the Lehigh Valley
Sportsman Show III, held at the Allentown

Pennsylvania Fairgrounds, March 6-8, 2015. Don’t
know if it was cabin fever due to the extreme North-
east Winter, but attendance at the show was heavy,
with many visitors stopping at our SASS display.
Our booth featured Cowboy Action Shooting™ pho-
tos from J. S. Sooner (SASS #73526), various props,
and sample exact-size targets. A continuously play-
ing DVD showing match operations helped attract
interested show visitors, along with an infrared
shooting game to entertain future buckaroos and
buckarettes. Chronicles and Cowboy Action Shoot-
ing™ information sheets supplied by SASS head-

quarters were of immense help to inform visitors.
SASS members attending the booth during the

show were Barley Pop Bill (SASS #53019), Dakota
Jack Gunfighter (SASS #21579), J. S. Sooner, Lu-
pare Chenz (SASS #40013), Slick Top (SASS
#41375), Trusty Sidekick (SASS #32866), and Nota
John. We wish to thank PBM Productions of Fo-
gelsville, PA for providing SASS the opportunity to
showcase Cowboy Action Shooting™ and SASS HQ
for providing the support material. 

SASS

(L-R): Nota John, Dakota Jack Gunfighter, 
Trusty Sidekick, J. S. Sooner.

LEHIGH VALLEY
SPORTSMAN SHOW III

at the!

By Nota John,
SASS #51089

Our 
display.

Nota John (L) and 
Trusty Sidekick (R),
educating interested 
visitors about 
CowboyActionShooting™.

�
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Iwas shocked to read the letter calling for a
shooter to be penalized if a spectator or other

competitor broke the 170 of the shooter. Of course,
then I saw that the suggestion came from a lawyer.
It only seems right to punish the innocent and let
the guilty party free, if you have a law degree. The
real-world comparison would be, if I were driving
down the street and a speeder passed me, I should
get the ticket. Seems to me if a fellow competitor
were to walk into my 170 area, he should be the
one penalized, not me. If a spectator did the same,
that spectator ought to be told to leave. Safety is
the main concern but let’s punish the truly guilty
offender not the victim. If I were given a penalty
for someone else’s offense, how exactly does that
make things safer?

—Shotgun Franklin, SASS #13014

R.J. Law replies:
I understand that my comments in the May

Chronicle have generated some discussion and some
criticism. I have no problem with that. We live in a
free county and everyone is entitled to express their
opinion, as I did mine. Perhaps the example of a
spectator or other competitor breaking the 170 as to
the shooter was not the best example to make my
point regarding the importance of strictly enforcing
our safety rules. It is hard to justify penalizing
someone for something they did not voluntarily un-
dertake to do. Accepting responsibility for one’s own
actions is important in our sport as it is in life. I un-
derstand it is the responsibility of the RO Commit-
tee to interpret our rules and to render decisions on
their application to specific situations. I completely
respect that and respect their decisions. I have no
doubt that everyone on the RO Committee is gen-
uinely interested in doing what is best for our sport.
We are all volunteers in this sport and we are all
trying to do the best that we can. My letter to the
Chronicle was based on my personal opinions and re-
flected my views and no one else’s. I do not expect
everyone to agree with me. My larger point was that
we cannot afford to be lax in the enforcement of our
safety rules and I stand by that 100 percent.

—R.J. Law SASS Life #15466
Territorial Governor—Wolverine Rangers

* * * * *
As editor, I also apologize for any impression that

may have been given that the RO Committee’s inter-
pretations of our rules should be ignored or ques-
tioned. I did comment last issue that R.J.’s advice was
“credible,” but that was meant to refer to his sugges-
tion to enforce our rules 100 percent, not that a match
participant should be penalized for an occurrence
that was out of his control. Sorry for the confusion.

—Skinny

Rule Enforcement Revisited

�

http://www.westernandwildlifewonders.com
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Mourning etiquette instructions
were often outlined in popular
journals and household manuals.

Mourning clothes were a fam-
ily’s outward display of their
inner feelings. It was also the
perfect way to show the wealth
and respectability of the family.
Some went so far as to dress their
servants for mourning when the
head of the household passed
away. Middle and lower class
women would go to great lengths
to appear fashionable in times of
mourning and often had to dye
clothes they already possessed to

make them suitable for mourning. The color black
best represented Victorian mourning because it
symbolized the spiritual dark-
ness. The wearing of black for
mourning also comes from a
Roman idea that mourners
could prevent being haunted by
the ghost of the deceased by
cloaking themselves in black.
Mourning dress was associated
with a deeply rooted fear of the
dead returning. When veiled
and cloaked in black, it was
thought that the living were in-
visible to the dead. Crape
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Thanks to Queen Victoria, who turned mourn-
ing into an art form, mourning the dead in
the Victorian Era became a very strict and

formal occasion with a great many rules and regu-
lations. After Prince Albert’s death in 1861, Victoria
went into mourning for the rest of her life. Because
of her popularity and influence, the British took on
her extreme form of bereavement and thus the Vic-
torian way of mourning was born. For Victorians,
life was all about proper etiquette and nowhere was
this more evident than during a mourning period.

Texas Flower, 
SASS Life #43753

Mourning—The manifestation of sorrow for a person’s death, especially by
the wearing of black clothes or other outward symbols of sorrow; the period or
interval during which a person grieves or formally expresses grief.

Victorian Mourning
What to Wear and 

for How Long
Part 

I 

By Texas Flower, SASS Life #43753

Rhett and Scarlett—Gone With the Wind.

Mourning ensemble,
1880s.

Mourning dress, 
1872-1874.(Continued on next page)
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(spelled with an “a” to indicate mourning) was par-
ticularly associated with mourning. Velvet, satin,
lace, or embroidery should not be worn with it.
Since it was considered bad luck to keep mourning
clothes, particular crape in the house after mourn-
ing ended, mourners had to acquire clothes quickly
each time they were needed. Many shops catered to

(Continued on page 12)

Mourning earings. Mourning cameo.

Victorian Mourning (Pt. I) . . .
(Continued from previous page)

Mourning hair pins.

http://www.pietta.it
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the trade. Mourning was a very lucrative business. 
Mourning was divided into two main time peri-

ods. The first time period was full mourning and
the second time period was half mourning. Due to
the strict adherence to mourning attire, it was
quite easy to recognize not only who was in mourn-
ing but also for how long. Women were the main at-
traction for this particular fashion show.

A widow was expected to mourn her husband for
at least two years. During the first year of full
mourning, the widow was to wear her “widow’s
weeds,” consisting of a full length dress made of
black paramatta silk, bombazine, or crape with a
plain collar and broad weepers cuffs (large cuffs
used to wipe the nose during crying fits) made of
white crape or muslin. A widow’s cap was worn in-
doors for three months. A crape bonnet with a crape
veil would be worn outdoors to cover her face for
three months. After that, the veil would be worn

from the back of the
bonnet for nine
more months. Many
doctors opposed the
wearing of the
black crape veil
over the face. They
felt that when worn
for an extended pe-
riod of time, the
black dye from the
crape material shed
dye into the sensi-
tive nostrils, pro-
ducing respiratory
problems as well as
blindness and cataract of the eye. Often, the ladies
would pin a small veil of black tulle over the eyes
and nose and throw back the heavy veil as often as
possible. It was acceptable to wear black fur and
seal skin during this time. During this first year, a
widow’s only social agenda was usually limited to
church activities. If a widow had no means of in-
come and small children to support, marriage was
allowed after this first year of full mourning.

During the second year of half mourning, the
crape material could be removed and the widow
could wear grey, mauve, purple, lavender, and lilac,
and use fabrics of silk gabardine, plain black gros-
grain, or crape-trimmed cashmere. She could also
exchange the heavy veil for a lighter one. At the
end of mourning, the return to colors was to be
gradual and not a sudden change.

Jewelry was limited to lignite, also known as
jet—a fossilized form of coal—in the first year of
mourning. Jet is deep, dark, and somber. During
the second year, women could wear “hairwork” jew-
elry that contained or was made of human hair
taken from the deceased loved one. Brooches,
bracelets, rings, chains, and buckles were all made
from hair. 

While women were slaves to their mourning at-
tire, a widower had it relatively easy. He wore
mourning attire for one or two years. He simply
wore a dark suit, black gloves, and a black cravat.
Men could go about their daily lives and continue

(Continued on next page)

Victorian Mourning (Pt. I) . . .
(Continued from page 11)

Mourning dress, 
1870-1872.

Widow’s cap.
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to work. It was up to his discretion
when to remarry.

Parents who lost a child or chil-
dren who lost parents were in deep
mourning for nine months and half
mourning for three months. The
death of a sibling or grandparents re-
quired three months of deep mourn-
ing and three months of half
mourning. The mourning period for
aunts and uncles was two months, for
great uncles and aunts, six weeks,
and for first cousins four weeks.
Young children were usually dressed
in white or gray and never kept more than one year
in mourning. No female under the age of 17 was to
wear full mourning crape.

In 1901, the Edwardian period followed the
death of Queen Victoria. The world began to come

out of mourning with her passing.
Fashion changed and women were
no longer so rigidly dedicated to the
strict Victorian code of etiquette. In
America, the change began before
Victoria’s death. The Civil War
helped to instigate this change. So
many women in black added to the
depression of a grieving nation. At
one point, the governor of Missis-
sippi tried to pass a law banning
Victorian mourning garb because of
the low morale of the people. As
transportation, industry, and mod-
ern cities grew, people lived in a
more efficient society. The once

strict mourning attire began to disappear, but some
of the customs were followed for several years.

Victorian Mourning Part II will follow next
month. It will cover some of the popular mourning
customs of the era.

(Continued from previous page)
Victorian Mourning (Pt. I) . . .

Queen Victoria in mourning.

�
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The Menger Hotel, January 10, 2015. Baby,
it was cold outside in South Texas this year,
but the historic lobby of The Menger Hotel,

built in 1859, set the scene for some sizzling Best
Dressed Costume participants. The judges didn’t
have an easy job determining the winners from all
the terrific costumes. Our judges were the beautiful
Velvet Glove, the illustrious Cowtown Scout, and
the talented Aspen Filly. Helping to “wrangle” the
contestants for the evening were Shotglass,
Squawty Bawdy, and Aspen Wrangler.

For every Convention since its inception in 2002,
our costume sponsor has been Wild West Mercantile
of Mesa, Arizona, C. S. Fly (SASS #5078) and Clau-
dia Feather (SASS #2816), Proprietors. (Sadly we
lost C. S. Fly to a heart attack this past February—
he will always reside in our memories). Wild West
Mercantile sponsors and supports many costume
contests at numerous SASS matches throughout the
country. Thank you so much for your continuing
sponsorship of our Best Dressed Costume Contest.

Best-Dressed Costumes 
The 12th Annual

(Continued on next page)

Couples (L-R) 1st UK Dane and Cruzen Confusion, 2nd Grey Fox and Miss Mary Spencer, 
3rd Legendary Lawman and Serenity.

Shotglass and Squawty Bawdy 
handled the sign ups of the 

costume participants.

Aspen Filly, 
SASS #50535

at

SASS CONVENTIONF
F

San Antonio was freezing, 
but the costumes were sizzling!

Judge’s Choice — O Bar Freddie.

By Aspen Filly, SASS #50535 and Cat Ballou, SASS #55
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Best Dressed Lady
Greeneyed Gypsy wore a beautifully made 1903

ivory evening gown for her Texas Debutante Ball
gown. Introduced into society by Texas Jack
Daniels (SASS #8587) for her parents, she per-
formed a beautifully executed St. James curtsy.

Complimenting her simple but elegant dress was

Ladies (l-r)
1st 
Greeneyed Gypsy, 

2nd
Kathouse Kelli, 

3rd 
Bloomin’ Yankee.

Gentlemen (L-R) 1st Wild Horse John, 2nd Col. T. B. Reinhardt, 
3rd Mild Will Cheatum.

(Continued from previous page)
Best-Dressed Costumes at The 12th Annual SASS Convention . . .

an antique fan, petticoat, ivory shoes, long evening
gloves and a necklace and earrings. Her hair was
styled in a simple but elegant upswept style with
softening ringlets, topped by a beautiful tiara.

Best Dressed Gentleman
Wild Horse John  portrayed a “sporting gentle-

man” from Cheyenne, WY. He wore a smartly tai-
lored frock coat, matching vest and dark trousers

(Continued on page 16)

http://www.competitionelectronics.com


Page 16 Cowboy Chronicle June 2015

VISIT US AT SASSNET.COM

and boots. And at his neck, a hand tied silk bow cra-
vat accented his period style shirt.

A bone cane, a pocket watch with a double watch
chain, lapel pin, and cabinet cards, complimented
his sporting outfit. And, of course, no gentlemen of
the west would be without his flask filled with Lu-
cifer’s water.

Best Dressed Couple
Cruzan Confusion wore a red silk Dupioni 1890s

two-piece Victorian Gown. The beautifully fit bodice
was trimmed with garnets and the sleeves were ac-
cented with gold tassels. Her skirt was trimmed
with gold gimp, gold tassels, and a knife pleated
gold silk Dupioni bottom flounce. She wore match-
ing red Victorian boots. Cruzan Confusion accented
her outfit with a jeweled reticule, a garnet brooch,
earrings, and doe skin opera length gloves. Her up-
swept hairstyle was completed with red feathers
and she carried a vintage black cut velvet caplet.

U. K. Dane wore a black wool frock coat trimmed
with black velvet lapels over a garnet silk vest. A
matching cravat with a stickpin was worn with his
white wing tip shirt. U. K. Dane sported thunder
and lightning pants, black boots, black gloves, and
top hat. His period watch was attached to a chain
with an 1898 $20 gold piece for a fob. A Victorian
carpetbag completed his outfit for the evening.

Best Dressed Military
Tocayo wore the winning military uniform—a

Major’s Confederate Artillery uniform in Richmond
Grey wool with a crimson-line officer’s sash (bur-
gundy). CSA regulations called for officers to wear
a sash wrapped twice around the waist and tied at

(Continued from page 15)
Best-Dressed Costumes at The 12th Annual SASS Convention . . .

It’s never an easy job being a judge at the Best Dressed Costume
Contest at the Convention, but it is a fun one!  

Judges (L-R) Aspen Filly, Cowtown Scout, and Velvet Glove.

(Continued on next page)

Military (l-r) 1st Tocayo, 2nd Capt. George Baylor, 
3rd Montana Kid Hammer.

(Continued on next page)

http://www.precisionbullets.com
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the left hip. The pendant was not to extend more
than 18" below the tie.

Per CSA regulations, his double-breasted coat
had 14 equally spaced Confederate Eagle buttons
down the front. Majors had one star on either side
of the coat. Three rows of gold Soutache braid were
on each side of the sleeves with a red trim denoting
an Artillery officer. His cap was a field grade offi-
cer’s hat with three rows of gold braid on the top,
sides, front and back, and red Artillery trim.

His sword belt held a presentation engraved CSA
sword and his holster contained an authentic 1860 Colt
Army in .44 caliber. A cap box and cartridge box were
also on the belt. He wore spurs on his riding boots.

Best Dressed Lone Star Cowgirl
Texas Flower portrayed Texas’ Henrietta Chamber-

lain King. Henrietta was the wife of Captain Richard
King. They were the owners of the mighty King Ranch
(aka Santa Gertrudis Ranch) in south Texas.

Lone Star Cowgirl (l-r) 1st Texas Flower, 2nd Frontier Faith.

(Continued from previous page)
Best-Dressed Costumes at The 12th Annual SASS Convention . . .

(Continued on page 18)
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Texas Flower wore an 1872 Charles F. Worth “Af-
ternoon Dress,” (now on display in the Metropolitan
Art Museum Costume Institute). Her dress was
made of taffeta and brocade. The bodice was ac-
cented with a vintage sheer dickey, detachable
sleeves, and reproduction buttons. Her skirt
sported a detachable dust ruffle.

She accented the outfit with a chatelaine, gloves,
fan, reticule, brooch, and cameo earrings. Her up-
swept hair was topped with a beautiful matching
hat and the outfit completed with Victorian period
walking shoes.

Best Dressed Lone Star Cowboy
Texas Mac portrayed Texas Ranger John Coffee

Hays on a campaign to recruit men for the Texas
Rangers. Carrying a recruiting sign, Texas Mac
wore a period vest, pants and shirt with a string
tie. On his campaign, he carried a pocket watch
with an elk tooth fob, two knives (one boot knife), a
pipe in its case, and he sported a Colt Walker pistol.
His belt buckle was made with a matchbox holder.

His outfit was completed with a hat, a light colored
duster, stovepipe boots with authentic August Buer-
mann “Ranger Spurs,” and a Texas Ranger Badge.

Ladies
Greeneyed Gypsy, SASS #60086
Kathouse Kelli, SASS #72384
Bloomin’ Yankee, SASS #70484

Gentlemen
Wild Horse John, SASS #85994
T. B. Reinhardt, SASS #73928
Mild Will Cheatum, SASS #73594

Couples
Cruzan Confusion, SASS #39081

U. K. Dane, SASS #19478
Miss Mary Spencer, SASS #55147

Grey Fox, SASS #223
Serenity, SASS #64982

Legendary Lawman, SASS #73160

Military
Tocayo, SASS #70576
Capt. George Baylor, SASS #24287
Montana Kid Hammer, SASS #6476

Lone Star Cowboy
Texas Mac, SASS #43494
Minnesota Clay, SASS #45970
Montana Longhair, SASS #27261

Lone Star Cowgirl
Texas Flower, SASS #43753
Frontier Faith, SASS #94293

Judges’ Choice
O Bar Freddie, SASS #22369

Judges
Aspen Filly, SASS #50535
Velvet Glove, SASS #50276
Cowtown Scout, SASS #53540

Costume Wranglers
Aspen Wrangler, SASS #50536
Squawty Bawdy, SASS #62932
Shotglass, SASS #17153

(Continued from page 17)
Best-Dressed Costumes at The 12th Annual SASS Convention . . .

BEST DRESSED COSTUME CONTEST WINNERS
2015 SASS CONVENTION

Lone Star Cowboy (l-r) 1st Texas Mac, 2nd Minnesota Clay, 
3rd Montana Longhair.

(Continued on next page)
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His enthusiasm and knowledge of the Texas
Rangers most likely served him well to bring on
many new recruits!

Judges Choice
The Judges unanimously chose O Bar Freddie as

this year’s Judges Choice. Our charismatic O Bar
Freddie arrived looking very dapper in his beauti-
fully tailored 1863 Naval Lieutenant’s uniform. The
cut and fit of this uniform, coat, and pants was su-
perb. O Bar Freddie was right on target with the
appropriate insignia, gold trim and buttons. His pe-
riod shirt was topped with the period correct, mili-
tary correct neckpiece.

His Lieutenant’s Naval cap, white gloves, bro-
gans, and interesting history completed his Mili-
tary outfit. The attention to detail and knowledge
of his uniform and duties set him a notch above the
rest. Well done, O Bar Freddie!

Thanks to everyone who participated in the
SASS Costuming Event of the Year. We all appreci-
ate the efforts you put into assembling your fantas-
tic outfits. Costuming really defines SASS and
contributes so greatly to the on-going success of our
sport. 

This December we return to our Convention
roots—Las Vegas and the outstanding Green Valley
Resort. Hope to see you there!

(Continued from previous page)

Best-Dressed Costumes at The 12th Annual 
SASS Convention . . .

Editor Email:  skinny111@icloud.com
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raised on tales of Davy Crockett, William Barrett
Travis, Jim Bowie, Sam Houston, Jack Hays, and
Audie Murphy. Texas didn’t run out of heroes after
San Jacinto.

The Menger Hotel is only slightly less storied.
Founded in 1859, enlarged and modernized sev-
eral times, it is possibly the most famous hotel in
Texas, not to mention the most haunted. Guests
included William Sydney Porter, who mentioned
the hotel several times in his stories; Sidney
Lanier, who made his home at the Menger while
he wrote the sketch San Antonio de Bexar; Philip
H. Sheridan; and General Ulysses S. Grant. Five
U.S. Presidents have stayed at the Menger.

The bar, installed in 1887, is a replica of the
taproom in the House of Lords Club in London.
The solid cherry bar, cherry-paneled ceiling,
French mirrors, and gold-plated spittoons were the
marvels of San Antonio. Probably most famous
among its patrons was Theodore Roosevelt, who
visited it several times. In 1898 he recruited
Rough Riders (First Volunteer U.S. Cavalry) there.
(For more information see The Handbook of Texas
Online at http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook). 

And in 2015 Teddy returned on two evenings to
recruit SASS members into the Rough Riders.
Several of us took the same oath of office he ad-
ministered then.

Date Move
The convention was scheduled for the first week

in December, a lovely time in San Antonio. The
River Walk, or Paseo del Rio, is lighted like a very
long Christmas tree and filled with Christmas
shoppers, and the riverside restaurants are packed
with tourists. Sadly, the Henry B. Gonzalez Con-
vention Center, two blocks away where the exhibits
were, was double booked, and SASS was forced ei-
ther to move the date or cancel the convention.

So instead of before Christmas, the convention

was after New Year. It was still in the Menger, and
it was still in San Antonio. San Antonio is also
home of some of the best Tex-Mex restaurants in
the world. Tex-Mex should not be confused with
other Mexican restaurants. Mexican restaurants
around the U.S. try to duplicate Tex-Mex. In Texas
they already have. New Yorkers say you can only
get New York style pizza in New York, and
Philadelphians say you can only get Philly cheese
steaks in Philly. You can only get Tex-Mex in Texas.

Welcome Warmer
The convention started with a Welcome

Warmer and Cocktail Mixer in the gorgeous
Menger Hotel Lobby Wednesday. The convention-
eers took to this en masse. The hors d’oeuvres line
ran out of food at least once, but in true Texas
fashion, more food arrived, and a good time was
had by all. You learn quickly that the SASS mem-
bers who like costumes go to the convention. It’s
indoors. It’s out of the weather. Ladies can wear

12TH SASS CONVENTION
(Continued from page 1)

. ,

(Continued on next page)

Capt. Baylor and the Redhead arrive at the Menger—
as this stuffed-full luggage cart demonstrates. 

(Photo by Capt. George Baylor)

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook
http://www.GunfireArms.com
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their finest gowns, and gentlemen can wear frock
coats or tails and keep their shoes clean and pol-
ished. Some ladies and some gentlemen were seen
in more than one costume a day. Bellhops get a
workout at a SASS Convention. The Redhead and I
(mostly me) overfilled one luggage cart on check in.
I know of couples that needed two. 

Thursday morning the opening ceremonies and

breakfast featured the NRA’s Phil Schreier, aka
Punxsutawney Phil SASS #5208, who played a
clip from “Gun Gurus” featuring 2014’s END of

12th SASS Convention . . .
(Continued from previous page)

~ ~ ~ San Antonio ~ ~ ~

Chuckaroo—presented by The Judge.

Two Sons—presented by Justice Lily Kate.

Accepting for Pale Wolf Brunelle (not in attendance)—
presented by Hipshot.

Jim Bowie, proprietor of the Cowboys and Indians Store—
presented by Tex.

Half-A-Hand Henri—presented by Tex.

HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

(Continued on page 22)
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(Continued from page 21)

12TH SASS CONVENTION. ,

TRAIL and Judge Roy Bean. Then the Wooly
Awards were given out. “The SASS Wooly Award
program began in 2002 to honor and recognize
those in our industry and organization whose
dedication, enthusiasm, and ingenuity leads to
the continued success and prosperity of SASS
and Cowboy Action Shooting™.” The Best Prod-
uct of 2014 is SliXpring Products, springs, tools,
and parts, Oregon, USA. The Best Affiliated Club

2014 is Alaska 49ers, Anchorage, Alaska. The
Best Annual Match 2014 is The SASS Midwest
Regional, Gunsmoke, Morristown, MN. The best

(Continued on page <None>)

Best Annual Match—Gunsmoke, The SASS Midwest Regional—
presented by Justice Lily Kate.

Territorial Governor of the Year—J.M. Brown—
presented by Hipshot.

Best Affiliated Club—The Alaska 49ers—presented by Slipnoose.

Best Product—SliXpring Products—presented by Tex.

Best Merchant—Black Hills Ammunition—presented by The Judge.

WOOLY AWARD RECIPIENTS

(Continued on page 24)
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(Continued from page 22)

12TH SASS CONVENTION. ,

Merchant 2014 is Black Hills Ammunition, Rapid
City, SD. The Territorial Governor of the Year
2014 is J. M. Brown, Raleigh, NC.

Then the seminars started, the Exhibit Hall
opened, entertainment started, and more. The
convention was at full speed.

Seminars
Since this is a convention, there were meetings

for various groups, such as TGs and State Match
directors, but the seminars were for everyone.
You could attend as many as you wanted. You
could probably find something that interested
you, no matter how varied it might be.

The Gunfighter, Man or Myth—Jim Dunham
aka Kid Rio, SASS #2741, curator of the Booth

Museum in Cartersville, Georgia gave an enter-
taining look at both history and the movies that
have presented shoot-outs or gunfights.

Black Powder for Dummies—Captain George
Baylor SASS #24287 lured several shooters to
the Dark Side with tips for shooting smoky with-
out being a Soot Lord.

SASS Premier Scoring and Match Manage-
ment—CD Tom, SASS #10411, creator of the sys-
tem, revealed its secrets.

Shoot Like a Champion I and II—Frederick
Jackson Turner, SASS 28271, gave his very pop-
ular seminars on tools and techniques for shoot-
ing SASS better. He needed a big room.

Judge Roy Bean Holds Court—Judge Roy
Bean, SASS #1, entertained at the Menger Bar,
the perfect venue for his tales of early SASS.

Frederick Jackson Turner imparts his insights on becoming a
better competitor in one of four seminars he conducted.

Lassiter explains the ins and outs of the Lightning rifle and its
clones in one of two classes on the Lightning. He also conducted

two classes dealing with the 1887 shotgun.
Judge Roy Bean hold court at the historic Menger Bar, with 

Justice Lily Kate and Capt. George Baylor in attendance. 

Capt. George Baylor does his best to lure competitors to the
“dark side” at one of his two Black Powder Seminars.

SEMINARS (Continued on next page)
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~ ~ ~ San Antonio ~ ~ ~

Authentic Men’s Costuming—Captain George
Baylor used more than 200 photos to cover the sub-
ject of how men dressed in the old west and how to
dress authentically and still be comfortable.

Wicked Women—Cora Hubbard, SASS #91003,
aka Chris Enss, celebrated author and the na-
tion’s foremost authority on women in the Old
West, author of more than 20 books, told stories
of wicked and sometimes notorious women of the
old west.

Love Lessons Learned from the Old West—
Cora Hubbard talked of Calamity Jane’s relent-
less pursuit of Wild Bill Hickok and his intrepid
wife, Agnes Lake Hickok and other tales of love
out west.

Meet Teddy Roosevelt—Renowned imperson-
ator and historian Tom Jackson brought Teddy to
life in the Menger Bar. Seeing Teddy Roosevelt
recruiting in the Menger Bar does make you
think you’ve walked through a time machine.

Whisky or Whiskey; Your Choice—Hawkshaw
Fred, SASS #36811, in (appropriately enough)
the Menger Bar, taught the history and intrica-
cies of whiskey, including tasting of some re-
markable whiskies. 

Ladies Fashion Forum—Velvet Glove, SASS
#50276, and Cheeka Bow-Wow, SASS #88699,
lead an interactive forum where ladies discussed
and shared fashion ideas and tips for finding or
creating.

How to Care For and Shoot the Lightning
Rifle—Lassiter, SASS #2080. Lassiter, the lead-
ing gunsmith of Lightning Rifles as well as being

a multi-time champion and Hall of Fame 2013 in-
ductee revealed the secrets of the care and feed-
ing of the Lightning and its clones.

How to Care For and Shoot the 87 Shotgun—
Lassiter also divulged the secrets of making an
87 successful in SASS competition.

How Beer Came to Texas… And Mexico—
Sergeant Shuster, SASS #60835, covered the his-
tory of beer in Texas.

Slavery and Texas—Sergeant Shuster dis-
cussed how slavery was abolished in Mexico and
how Mexican efforts to free slaves in Texas
played an important role in the formation of the
Republic of Texas.

Shooting Black Powder Buffalo Rifles—Ol #4,
SASS #41004, shared his tricks to improve a big
bore black powder Buffalo Rifle’s accuracy and
performance. 

How to Hold a New Shooters Clinic—Chucka-
roo, SASS #13080, taught the details of how to
bring new people to your club and our sport.

Though it wasn’t one of our seminars, as luck
would have it, the Alamo was hosting a collection
of arms from the flintlock single shots of the 1836
Alamo battle to the repeating rifles and revolvers
of 1876. Nearly every conventioneer visited the
Alamo and saw one of the nicest collections of
firearms for its size in the world.

Victorian Tea
Green Eyed Gypsy, SASS #60086, hosted a tra-

dition of respite from the hustle and bustle of a
convention weekend.

12th SASS Convention . . .
(Continued from previous page)

The Menger Hotel has a rich history, as evidenced by these displays of authentic military regalia.

(Continued on page 26)
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SASS Hall of Fame Induction 
Ceremony and Reception

Thursday evening five very deserving individ-
uals were inducted into the SASS Hall of Fame,
Chuckaroo, SASS Life 13080 and Regulator; Cow-
boys and Indian Store, Jim Bowie, SASS Life
#4775 and Regulator, proprietor; Half-A-Hand
Henri, SASS #9727 and Regulator; Pale Wolf
Brunelle, SASS Life #2495 and Regulator, and
Two Sons, SASS Life #12636 and Regulator. 

Entertainment
Over at the Henry B. Gonzales Convention

Center there was entertainment all week long.
Sixth generation native Texan and interna-

tionally known historical entertainer Tom Jack-
son presented a historical program and portrayed
characters from Texas history in full period attire
and accoutrements.

Johnny Baker Jr. did a book signing for his
Burnt Alive at Gumption Junction, “The story of

(Continued on next page)Opening Night
(Continued on page 28)
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retired Texas Ranger Jack Fordern trying to live
a simple, peaceful life after the Civil War and not
so civil reconstruction. When an unexpected at-
tack shatters that peace and steals his family, how
will Jack survive? The only way he knows how: the
grace of God in one hand and a Colt in the other.”

Mariachi Los Conquistadores entertained at
the convention center. Miss Tabitha gave Victo-
rian dance lessons in the Menger Ball Room one
afternoon and hosted The Flirtatious Victorian

Show on the convention center stage.
Chris Enss did a book signing for her latest

book, Wicked Women at the convention center.
Tom Jackson also did a stage show at the convention

center, Texas Cowboys and Longhorn Cattle Drives.
Territorial Governors Summit

Why be a TG if there’s no summit in a hotel with a bar
like the Menger? Additionally SASS Mounted Territorial
Governors and Advisory Committee held a summit.

PAJAMA PARTY
Friday Night

(Continued on next page)
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PJ Party
The plan was for the PJ Party in the ballroom and

a pool party at the pool. It was very cold outside, so
they were consolidated into one PJ party. The photos
probably tell the tale better than I could.

Costume Contest
Cat Ballou and Aspen Filly describe the costume

contest in a separate article. Suffice to say, once
more the convention hosts the biggest, fanciest cos-

tume contest in SASS. Judging was in the his-
toric Victorian Lobby of the hotel, the most ap-
propriate site ever for a SASS costume contest.
The Menger ghosts must’ve felt that finally fash-
ions returned to their era.

Simultaneously a reception was going on in
the main lobby, followed by a formal banquet, the
Alamo Ball, in the Ballroom. After the obligatory
promenade of contestants, the costume contest
awards were given out, and we all started think-

12th SASS Convention . . .
(Continued from previous page)

At The Alamo Ball
Saturday Night

(Continued on page 30)
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(Continued from page 29)
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ing about the next SASS Convention.
Because this convention was late, we don’t

have that long to wait. The 13th SASS Convention
and Wild West Christmas returns to Las Vegas,

Nevada December 2-6, 2015 at the beautifully
appointed Green Valley Ranch Resort, Spa, and
Casino just minutes from the Las Vegas strip.

(See more Highlights on page 32)

/

Victorian TeaVictorian Tea
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(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from page 30)

Vendors
12TH SASS CONVENTION
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12th SASS Convention . . .
(Continued from previous page)
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Midvale, Ohio, October 3-5,
2014. The falling leaves, the

chill in the air, and the first week-
end in October mean it’s time for
the annual three-day match for the
SASS Affiliated Tusco Long Riders.
High Noon at Tusco is hosted by the
Tusco Rifle Club in Midvale. Shoot-
ers from Ohio, Pennsylvania, West
Virginia, and Canada came to enjoy
the exciting sport of Cowboy Action Shooting™ at
Tusco. Kame’s Sports, located in North Canton, Ohio
and State Farm Insurance–George Dadas Agency, lo-
cated in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, once again graciously
sponsored the main match for the event.

High Noon at Tusco started off on a rainy Friday
with some of the 87 registered participants arriving
to shoot the side matches. Up on the hill, the Long
Range events got under way. The events were Lever
Action Pistol Caliber Rifle, Lever Action Rifle Caliber
Rifle, Single Shot Rifle, and Long Range Pistol. Down
on Stage 3, shooters tried their hand at the Speed
Shotgun events. All types of Shotguns were recog-

nized, including ‘97,
‘87, double barrel,
and double ham-
merless. The real
speed was on dis-
play on Stage 4,
where the Speed
Pistol and Rifle
events were held.
Traditional, Duelist,
and Gunfighter
styles were recog-
nized. The Speed Rifle consisted of using your main
match rifle, shooting it as fast you could. You could
even try your hand at shooting your .22 rifle. Men’s,
Women’s and Young Gun’s Categories were available
for all of the events.

Saturday Morning brought the official start of High
Noon at Tusco. Shooters started arriving by 8:00 a.m.
to get their share of morning breakfast at the famous
Tusco Kitchen. Shooter’s goody bags greeted each reg-
istered shooter as they arrived. The bags consisted of
a Tusco embroidered zip-up gun case, can coozie, first
aid kit, shooters books, and name badge. The shooters

(Continued on next page)

Buckaroo Bubba, 
SASS #66861at 2014

i
By Buckaroo Bubba, SASS #66861

Photographs by Ed Michaels

Tusco
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gathered together for the mandatory safety meeting at
9:30 a.m., with everyone taking part in the Pledge of
Allegiance. With hats still in hand, a prayer was of-
fered by Cheyenne Culpepper (SASS #32827) for a safe
and fun weekend at Tusco. Buckaroo Bubba and
Prairie Dawg (SASS #50329) went over the schedule
of events for the weekend and the Tusco Safety Rules.
The Posses, ran by Split Rail (SASS #24707), Two Bit
Drifter (SASS #32899), Rye Miles (SASS #13621),
Prairie Dawg, and Pickaway Tracker (SASS #52070),
were read off and everyone made their way to their re-
spective starting stages. It was time to let the lead fly.

High Noon at Tusco’s stages were based on some of
the movies in which Clint Eastwood starred, including
Hang ‘em High; Unforgiven; The Good, the Bad, and
the Ugly; The Outlaw Josey Wales; and Two Mules for
Sister Sara. The stages featured starting lines from
each of those respective movies. Each match partici-
pant received a shooters handbook, which included de-

scriptions of each of the movies represented. Some of
the stages even required the shooter’s starting posi-
tion to reflect a scene from the movies.

Saturday held the first five stages of the Main
Match. The stages provided challenging, yet straight-
forward, scenarios for the shooters to complete. Even

(Continued on page 36)

High Noon at Tusco 2014 . . .
(Continued from previous page)
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though the rain, wind, and sleet made things a bit un-
comfortable, everyone seemed to stay fairly dry. It takes
more than a little bit of weather to get our Tusco Cow-
boys and Cowgirls down. As mid-afternoon approached,
the shooters wrapped up the first day of the match.

At 6:00 p.m. Saturday evening, most of the shooters
gathered at the main clubhouse for our High Noon
Banquet. Once again, Hog Heaven provided us with
an excellent meal, consisting of pulled pork sand-
wiches, BBQ chicken, green beans, cheesy potatoes,
and salad. We started the evening off with Brown
Township Regulator’s President, Sandy Creek Jake
(SASS #85546), saying the blessing. With that, each
table was released to fill up their plates.

Once again this year, our big prize table held
more than two hundred prizes. Each registered

shooter was able to make at
least two trips to the prize
table. Most of the prizes on
the table were donations from
our very generous sponsors.

Prairie Dawg sold playing
cards for three different raf-
fles. A case of shotgun shells,
an entry to High Noon at
Tusco 2015, and our Ultimate Package were raffled off.
The Ultimate Package consisted of our Golden Ticket,
which lets you shoot for free all of next year, an entry
to High Noon at Tusco 2015, and a Tusco Long Rider’s
Membership—a $155 Value!

Next, club treasurer, Split Rail, took care of han-
dling our club officer elections. A motion was made
that the current set of officers remain in place for the
2015 season. It was seconded by Life-R (SASS
#44051). The club officers for 2015 will remain as:

Buckaroo Bubba—President
Prairie Dawg—Vice President
Split Rail—Treasurer
TJ Reese (SASS #100050)—Secretary
Missouri Muleskinner (SASS #38729)—Match Di-

rector (Appointed Position)
Prairie Dawg was on the microphone next. He pre-

sented Buckaroo Bubba with an Award of Apprecia-
tion from the Tusco Long Riders for his hard work and
dedication to the club. 

Next on the agenda was the presentation of our
Fourth annual Ruthless McDraw Memorial Spirit of
the Game Award. It’s an award that we take very seri-
ously when selecting the recipients. It represents what
the Cowboy Spirit is all about. The winners of this
award are recognized for the dedicated hard work they
provide to the Tusco Long Riders throughout the cur-
rent shooting season. The Award states the following:

Ruthless McDraw epitomized the Cowboy Way in
everything she did.

Ruthless was a true ambassador for the sport of
Cowboy Action Shooting.

Her enthusiasm to our game and to those who com-
pete with us made each shoot better and more fun.

It is in this spirit that we honor the following cow-
boy/cowgirl for their dedicated service to the Tusco
Long Riders during the 2014 shooting season.”

Once again this year we recognized four recipients
for this award. 

(Continued on next page)

High Noon at Tusco 2014 . . .
(Continued from page 35)
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John Barleycorn (SASS #76982). In a very gener-
ous gesture he offered to pay for six Junior SASS
Memberships on the SASS Wire, in addition to paying
the entry fee for five new shooters at Tusco. Also, John
Barleycorn’s continued help running posses is always
appreciated.

Bobtown Cooter (SASS #94037). A lot of things go
on behind the scenes of a Cowboy Action Shooting™
club. Bobtown Cooter has been a big help with all of
the copies we need throughout the year. Our Shooter’s
Handbooks for High Noon were provided by him, as
well as all the flyers, range release forms, etc. He is
always there to help, not wanting anything in return.

Dewey Shoot’em (SASS #90355). There are just
some people who help out time and time again. Dewey
has been there for us, from helping with setup, tear
down, working the registration table, scoring, passing
out ribbons, running posses, and on and on. Dewey
represents what this award is all about.

One-Shot Al (SASS #71574)/Needle-Eye Annie
SASS #71575). This year at Tusco, One-Shot Al and
Needle-Eye Annie brought something new to Tusco.
Our all-new Tusco Gear. They have taken this idea
and have run with it. They have provided us with hats,
shirts, bags, coffee cups, and more, with our Tusco logo,
for our shooters to purchase. Tusco is very grateful for
all of their creativity. Very well deserved by all of the
award winners. Thank you for your continued service!
As everyone finished up their meals Buckaroo Bubba
presented awards to the Side Match winners.

Sunday morning all the participants arrived bright
and early to shoot the last half of the Main Match. The
weather was nicer to us on Sunday, with glimpses of
sunshine throughout the day. The second half of the
main match always consists of something a bit “differ-
ent” to shoot. At Stage 8, our Tusco Saloon, you had to
shoot two full red Solo cups of water. Some of the cups
varied in size, depending on how nice your posse
wanted to be to you. Everyone seemed to have a hoot
with that stage.

Early afternoon brought to a close the shooting for
the weekend. After a quick cleanup of the range, it was
onto the Awards Ceremony. New and improved
awards welcomed all the shooters as they received
their recognition. After the presentation of awards to
the category winners, ten Clean Match awards were
given to the shooters who shot the entire ten stages
without missing. They were: 

The Overall Top Men’s and Women’s Shooters were
next to be announced. The Top Men’s and Overall
Shooter was Billy Badazz and the Top Women’s Over-
all Shooter was Canadian Two Feathers SASS
#70784). Also new this
year was the presenta-
tion of our Overall Top
Young Gun Shooter. That
shooter was Long Shot
Seth, who also finished
sixth overall, out of
nearly 90 shooters!

With that High Noon
at Tusco 2014 came to a
close. It seemed that
everyone left the range
with smiles on their faces
from another fun three-
day match at Tusco. The
planning for High Noon
2015 has already begun.
We aim to make it even
better than ever! Please
visit http://www.tuscolon
griders.com/ for more in-
formation on the 2015
match, for a full list of
our match sponsors and
supporters, and for a
complete list of 2014
match results.

High Noon at Tusco 2014 . . .
(Continued from previous page)

!

�
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http://www.tuscolongriders.com
http://www.uniquetek.com
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The previous year, as the 2013 SASS Central
Canadian Regional Championships at the
Bar-E Ranch in Barrie, Ontario, began, storm

warnings and tornado alerts crackled across the
airwaves. They were not kidding. The alerts and
warnings turned into torrential rains driven by
gale force winds that laid waste to tents, some side
matches, and the vendors/swap-meet area, and
thoroughly soaked the Wild Bunch match.

Then a week before the 2014 SASS Central
Canadian Regional Championships were due to
start at the same Bar-E Ranch, match director
Northern Crow (SASS #39113) went to pick up his
wife Lady Smith (SASS #41917), who was working
on match preparations at the club. He was met with
a line of flashing lights as police cruisers blocked
the road ahead. No one was being let through, as
tornadoes were threatening to touch down all over

the countryside. Begging and pleading did not work
at first, but eventually he was sent on his way to
rescue his Lady Smith, as the town of Angus, a
short 10-minute drive from the club was being torn
to shreds by a huge twister. Mercifully and mirac-
ulously, no one was hurt. However, we all know the
Spotters’ Mantra: If you think it’s a miss it’s a hit.
This miss had every finger delightedly pointing
skywards and every Canadian Cowgirl and Cowboy
started petitioning the powers that rule the skies
to be tolerant and kind to Cowboy Action Shoot-
ing™ so a weather stampede would not flatten the
Bar-E Ranch again this year.

It worked. A week later, the weather was like
Baby Bear’s porridge: Not too hot, not too cold but
just right. Moreover, it stayed that way for all three
days of the match, July 18, 19 and 20. And what a

BATTLE AT THE BAR-E RANCH

(Continued on next page)

2014 SASS Central Canadian Regional Championship
By Bad Penny, SASS #1453
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match it was for the many shooters who came from
Ohio, New Mexico, Quebec, Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and, of course, most of us from Ontario.

Great stages were set in a grand facility, with
targets that must have been just a tad smaller this
year than last. Six of this year’s 86 shooters cleaned
the match, as opposed to zero last year.  Northern
Crow’s theory is, the bigger the targets, the more
mistakes the shooters make by going too fast. The
theory has not been double blind tested yet but it
feels right.

It is always nice when non-cowboy sections of a
club help out a cowboy match. So all was warm and
fuzzy as The Barrie Gun Club’s skeet section took
over running the Cowboy Trap side match. Of
course, cowboys toeing the firing line toting their
favorite “Greeners”—stubby little coach guns—has
always been a nudge-nudge-wink-wink topic of
much merriment and politely hidden-behind-the-
hand hilarity for the real “trappers.” That’s natural.

These people are serious shooters of substance.
They worship at the altar of the three Bs: Benelli,
Beretta and Browning. And so it was this match;
until Captain Copps (SASS #57513) of British Co-
lumbia, who had entered four time zones to attend

(Continued on page 40)

Chance Arizona and Northern Crow at opening ceremonies.

Battle at the Bar-E Ranch . . .
(Continued from previous page)

http://www.pioneergunworks.com
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Conga line at the BBQ.

the Central Canadian Championship, ambled to
the line with “Ole Stumpy,” murmured “pull,” and
when he had finished, had cleared the skies like the
Israeli “Iron Dome” clears the air of Hamas rockets.
He also won the Silver Senior category. It was a
privilege to have him attend.

Another precious moment that will live on in the
annals of this excellent match forever was when a
real live Canadian Senator (conservative, of course,
pro-gun, naturally) joined the fray. Buttercup
(SASS #94991) slung her irons about her waist and
sailed in, guns blazing, and when she was called up
to accept her medal for winning Ladies Silver Sen-
ior, she whooped and hollered fit to stampede the
whole herd. Now THAT’S a politician we could all
cotton to.

Another huge privilege for us was to shoot with
SASS’s Slipnoose (SASS #88329), who with her hus-
band journeyed from New Mexico to join us and
man the SASS booth. Many a waddie noticed Wild-
cat O’Shea (SASS #47844) strutting his stuff and
fluffing his feathers on side match day. It’s easy to
notice Wildcat these days. He has just joined the B-
Western category, and a fair bit of his new duds
were home decorated, making it almost necessary
to use dark glasses to take him all in. He was strut-
ting for good reason. He had just been the only one
to clean the Wild Bunch Match, something that’s
getting harder and  harder to do these days. He also

took the B-Western cate-
gory in a truly dazzling
display of fine shooting
and sartorial legerde-
main (gaudy duds to you,
Pilgrim). Chance Arizona
(SASS #80609) won the
Wild Bunch Match and
the Cowboy category
with an overall fifth plac-
ing. One triumph was
very much expected.
Serenity (SASS #64982)
had won Classic Cowgirl
at END of TRAIL this
year and was no surprise
to take the category here.

Top gun here gets a

Cadillac. That’s just because everyone says you
can’t win a Cadillac in CAS™. It was a doozy. Much
bigger than the Matchbox version of last year, it
must have been almost a foot long and a very
sporty, vintage convertible, too. Slow Don (SASS
#66977) was the top 49’er and top gun winner of the
Cadillac. His daughter Smoke N’Ash (SASS
#86017) was top Young Gun Girl and an amazing
14th overall. What a superb shooter she is. Cana-
dian Two Feathers (SASS #70784) won Lady 49’er
and was top lady shooter again this year, with an
overall ninth placing, for excellence in shooting and
consistency.

The 2015 match is well on in planning and Crow
and Lady Smith are enlisting some new cowboys to

(Continued on next page)

Battle at the Bar-E Ranch . . .
(Continued from page 39)

Crackerjack Calhoun (SASS #83990) and a bevy of beauties.

Miss Taken and 
Smoke N’Ash.
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Kitty Katz Arizona 
(SASS #84606) and 

Chance Arizona 
(at right), with 
special guests 

Canadian Rebel
(SASS #88888)
and Slipnoose.

Northern Crow.

Top Man, Slow Don, 
and Top Lady, 

Canadian Two Feathers.

Battle at the Bar-E Ranch . . .
(Continued from previous page)

help with stage writing and set up. For
more information, please contact Northern
Crow at jayenne@sympatico.ca.

All we can say is y’all come back, hear?
Mark your calendar for July 16, 17 and 18.
And bring a pard. You will love it. 

Range Gypsy (SASS #81433).

�
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You are cordially invited to visit the Tea
Room while attending END of TRAIL

2015. It is one of the tents you don’t want to
miss while making your rounds at
Founder’s Ranch. Each year the attendance
has grown and the folks who visit are in-
creasingly thrilled with what they find.

Coffee will be brewing bright and early
each morning, for those who need a little
boost of confidence, that is, caffeine. At 10:00
a.m., the tables are set and the dainties are
served. Hot tea will also be offered, and be-
cause it’s hot weather, there will be plenty of ice tea, cucumber or
lemon water, and tasty goodies you are sure to enjoy. There is no
charge for attendance. Rather, we ask for your donation for the
SASS Scholarship Fund. Each year approximately 10-15 schol-
arships are offered to high achieving young people. Make sure
you are a part of helping these young scholars succeed.

And don’t miss afternoon High Tea from 2:00-3:30 p.m. each
day, when you can enjoy your tea or water while talented musi-
cians play for you. High Tea has a long and varied history. When
high tea began, it was a small meal including bread, fruits, and
sometimes cheese, crackers, or fish, served late in the afternoon
because dinner was often eaten around 8:00 p.m. At the SASS
Tea Room, the tea and goodies are available all day including
cookies, scones, and fruit. One thing that makes our “High Tea”
special is the added live music and the best company west of the
Mississippi. You will not want to miss being a part of the relaxing
and delightful afternoons with music, friends, and goodies. 

The Tea Room isn’t just for the ladies. Many cowboys visit the
Tea Room, including our special guest last year, John Wayne.
Come in, sit a spell and enjoy some refreshments before visiting
the vendors and cleaning those firearms. This is an exciting time
of year, and what would it be without our peaceful, refreshing Tea
Room? You’ll be glad you came. This is a great time to meet up
with friends, find out how their match is going, and discuss the
activities of the day.

Well-behaved children are encouraged to attend. Please teach
and guide them, as there will be many breakables. We treasure
the opportunity to mentor young adults that visit for tea. 

Special volunteers are needed for the Tea Room. There is set-
up and take down, as well as positions for a gracious hosts or host-
esses. If you have a warm smile and a willingness to serve, please
contact Sunshine Belle at sunshinebelle@aol.com to let her know.
Free parking and entry to END of TRAIL will be provided.

2015 ENDof TRAIL
Tea RoomBy 

Sunshine Belle,
SASS #91375

BENEFITING THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND

�
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assachusetts Our 47th state and we’re
nearly done!

Driving over from Ballston Spa, New
York on Massachusetts Highway 2 we thought we
were back in the hills of Kentucky, Tennessee, or
North Carolina. The views were beautiful, the
curves were hairpin, and the roads were rough. Erv-
ing State Forest is high on a ridge bordering Laurel
Lake. Our campsite was wooded and quiet. Once
again Don Wright’s Guide to Free Campgrounds
paid for itself. The book includes campgrounds $12
and under in the US. His book provides phone num-
bers and GPS information for state, local and fed-
eral campgrounds (and no, we didn’t get a free book,
nor does he know we recommend it).

For the first time on this trip we ran into road
construction on I-495—time for a run through the
back roads! Rio came off at Exit 7A and we headed
East on Highway 103 and 106 through winding
country roads and little New England townships. In
Kingston, Highway 3 and 3A brought us south, with

Massachusetts

SHOOTIN’OURWAY
ACROSS AMERICA

By Tennessee Tall, SASS #49245, 
and Rio Drifter, SASS #49244. , Rio Drifter, SASS #49244  and

Tennesse Tall, SASS #49245

ocean views through Plymouth, Manomet, Ellisville
and Sagamore Beach, across the Cape Cod Canal.
Thanks to Reserve America at 1-877-422-6762, we

M

(Continued on next page)
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were able to make reservations for a campsite at
Shawme Crowell State Forest on MA Highway 3 at
Sandwich, Massachusetts, just south of Plymouth
Rock. The state parks in this area are beautiful but
hard to get into during the summer season.

On Friday we arrived at the Monument Beach
Sportsmen Club, where several club members, Rio,
and I set up the steel for the Saturday shoot. We
later went to dinner at the Lobster Trap, a wonder-
ful introduction to local seafood and a beautiful set-
ting. We were privileged to camp at the Oyster
Flats range, in the shade of Madam Beth’s Pleasure
Palace. Since we began camping with our inherited
Manx cat named “Cat” (who happens to be gun
shy), we have come to appreciate being able to
camp at many of the ranges, allowing Cat time to
settle in before the guns start blazing. We have
found that wildlife and scenery on a lot of ranges
is equal to state and national parks. Oyster Flats
had its share of wild turkeys, songbirds and deer.

The Monument Beach Sportsman Club was es-
tablished in 1964 and comes complete with archery
ranges, skeet ranges, wild turkey, rabbits, and a
beautiful clubhouse where lunch is served immedi-
ately following the four-stage match. Your fifteen-

dollar shooters fee includes your lunch. Smoked
chicken, burgers, home made scalloped potatoes,
salad and chocolate chip cookies, we all served up.

We have been treated very well all over the
North East, and at this match, we were very
pleased to see four new shooters and several spec-
tators. There is seldom a spectator who doesn’t be-
come a “participant” ASAP. The steel was very nice,
stages well written, with plenty of action for us all.
It was nice to see Nanny Oakley (SASS #85920)
and Preacher Ben Pray’n (SASS #85919) knocking
the dust off in preparation for Heluva Rukus.
Sonny Bluesky (SASS #87970) was sharp looking
and sharp shooting. 

Aliases and how folks come by them has become
an obsession with us. Nanny Oakley was named
“Nanny” by her grandchildren and the name stuck.
If all the grandmothers shot like Nanny Oakley
does, the crime rate would drop dramatically! 

Thanks. Had a great visit with the Cape Cod
Cowboys. Our 48th state—the final one on our
tour—Rhode Island, is up next.

Shootin’ Our Way Across America . . .
(Continued from previous page)

�

http://www.bondarms.com
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Every once in a while I get a call, text, or email ask-
ing when I wrote about some subject. Additionally,

I need to go back and look at things I wrote then. With
The Cowboy Chronicle archives being online, you would

think this would be easy. However, the column wasn’t
in the table of contents in many issues and seldom
listed in the highlights on the front page until lately.

(It has been on the front
page lately, and when you
click on it, you’re taken to
the article. The same
thing happens on the
table of contents page.)
So it means going page
by page. This introduces
the problem of being dis-
tracted by an interesting
article and stopping to
read it and never getting

to the goal. There are a lot of good
articles in The Cowboy Chronicle So I
created an electronic index with a
link to every issue with an article
(or two or three) of mine in it (un-
less I missed some; I know I
missed one). This is where the
electronic issues shine. This would
be virtually impossible with paper
issues, assuming I kept them for
10 years. When I needed an extra
copy of the issue with my test of
the Ruger New Vaquero, there
were no archives at all.

I was writing for The Cowboy
Chronicle for several years before a
digital archive was available. So
this starts in 2005. You should be
able to click on the date to get to
that issue, depending on the PDF reader you’re
using. If you’re reading the issue on your browser, the
links should work.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
August 2005—Accuracy Testing of Black Powder Sub-

stitutes, p. 40
December 2005—Kirkpatrick’s Lady Tequila Rig, p. 70
January 2006—The Making of Cowboys TV, p. 32
February 2006—Cowboys TV, Part 2, p. 38
March 2006—Taurus Gaucho Review, p. 70
May 2006—Marlin .32 H & R Magnum, p. 68
July 2006—Coyote Cap’s 1887 Shotgun, p. 66
November 2006—IAC’s 1887 Lever Shotgun with

Drop 2 Mod, p. 66
December 2006—Evolution of Cowboy Boots, p. 50

DISPATCHES FROM
CAMPBAYLOR. ,

Captain George Baylor, 
SASS Life / Rugulator #24287 By Captain George Baylor SASS #24287 Life Regulator

(Continued on next page)

DIGITAL INDEX of Dispatches

This trailer, known not too 
affectionately as 

“The Trailer From Hell” 
made Dispatches possible. 

The story is “How END of TRAIL
Changed My Life” in the 

September 2007 issue.

Costuming and 
SASS Conventions 

were the subject 
of several articles. 

This was 
The Redhead at the 
SASS Convention 

in “George and 
The Redhead’s 

Excellent Adventure”
in the April 2008 issue.

Articles about Cowboys TV appeared in January and February 2006
and in May 2009. One episode of Cowboys TV was dedicated to the

Carolina Belles, represented here by Fanny Kickinshoot and 
Tornado Alli (from the February 2006 issue).

http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/06eChron/06decchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/06eChron/06novchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/06eChron/06julychron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/06eChron/06maychron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/06eChron/06marchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/06eChron/06febchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/06eChron/06janchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/05eChron/05decchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/05eChron/05augchron.pdf


November 2007—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Hell On Wheels, Donating a rifle to the Cody
Firearms Museum, Rocky Mountain Regional Raid,
p. 34 

January 2008—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Out-
law Trail, p. 37

February 2008—Powder Blast, The SASS Southwest-
ern Territorial Black Powder Shootout, p. 68

September 2007—How END of TRAIL Changed My
Life, p 32 

October 2007—Dispatches From Captain Baylor’s
Ranger Camp—Notes From END of TRAIL 2007,
p. 38 
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Dispatches From Camp Baylor . . .
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(Continued on page 46)
If you’ve ever wanted to ride a real old west stagecoach, 

read the November 2008 issue.

“Wild Bunch For Dummies,” 
a series, started in November 2009.

http://www.laser-cast.com
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/08eChron/08febchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/08eChron/08janchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/07eChron/07novchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/07eChron/07octchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/07eChron/07septchron.pdf
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January 2009—Dispat ches From
Camp Baylor—Comin’ At’ Cha,
The Southwest Regional, p. 24,
Outlaw Trail, p. 76

February 2009—Dispatches From
Camp Baylor—West Fargo,
p. 44 

March 2009—Dispatched From
Camp Baylor—SASS World In-
door Championship of Cowboy
Action ShootingTM, D Bar J re-
turns, Fear of Costume Judges,
Evil Roy Video Series #5—Wild
Bunch, p. 42

April 2009—Dispatches From
Camp Baylor—Adventures in
Gun Testing, p. 42 

May 2009—Dispatches From
Camp Baylor—Cowboys TV
Joins the Dark Side, p. 38, The
Smokewagon, p. 58 

June 2009—Dispatches From
Camp Baylor—Winter Range
Stuff, The Wild Bunch Screw
Wrench, p. 34

July 2009—Dispatches From
Camp Baylor—Vendors, Read
This: Products that could make
you money, p. 32, The Al-
chemista, p. 59

August 2009—Dispatches From
Camp Baylor—El Paso Sad-
dlery’s #5 Patton Holster, p.48

September 2009—END of TRAIL
2009, p. 1, Dispatches From
Camp Baylor—The Black Powder Posse, p. 38. Long
Hunter USFA SAA, p.60

October 2009—Outlaw Trail, p. 1, Dispatches From
Camp Baylor—Loading American Pioneer Powder, p.
44, The Great Wild Bunch Holster Flap of 2009, p. 46

November 2009—Wild Bunch For Dummies, Pt. 1,
p. 44

December 2009—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
The Engraving of Aspen Filly, p. 46

January 2010—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—The
Dooley Gang, p. 42 

February 2010—Wild Bunch For Dummies, Ch. 2,
p. 36

March 2008—Dispat ches
From Camp Baylor—
George and The Redhead’s
Excellent Ad     ven ture at the
SASS Con vention, p. 28

April 2008—Dispatches
From Camp Baylor—The
SHOT Show, p. 36

June 2008—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Winter
Range, Or The Revenge of the Shotgun Gods, p. 50,
Match Ready Guns, Part 1: The Great Western II
Custom, p. 52

July 2008—Dispatches
From Camp Baylor—
Albuquerque, the SASS
University, p. 26, The
Pioneer Hammer Dou-
ble, p. 62

August 2008—The Wild
Bunch Match at END
of TRAIL 2008

September 2008—Dispat -
ches From Camp Baylor—END of TRAIL 2008, The
Great .38 Special Ammo Test of 2008, p. 46

October 2008—Dispat ches From Camp Baylor—The
Care and Feeding of the Ruger Old Army, p. 38

November 2008 Hell On Wheels, the SASS High
Plains Regional, p. 1, Dispatches From Camp Bay-
lor—Mancos Valley Stage Line, p. 36

December 2008—Dispat ches From Camp Baylor—
Shotgun Clean ing With the Wholly Black, Agarita
Ranch, and Old Fort Parker, p. 50

(Continued from page 45)
Dispatches From Camp Baylor . . .

(Continued on page 48)

“The Engraving of Aspen Filly” 
was in the December 2009 issue.

“Plainsman For Dummies” 
was the first of several articles
about Plainsman in June 2011.

Plainsman attendance 
has grown steadily since.

My four-year search for 
authentic shotgun chaps

that I could wear 
shooting in New Mexico 

in June ended in the 
October 2011 issue 

when I found 
Doc’s Old West.

In September 2011 
Texas Tiger helped me 

test out Mernickle 
Holster’s Evil Roy Wild
Bunch leather system, 

the most popular holsters
in Wild Bunch. Several 
articles about leather 

from several manufactur-
ers can be found 

in the index.

http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/10eChron/10febchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/10eChron/10janchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/09eChron/09decchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/09eChron/09novchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/09eChron/09octchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/09eChron/09septchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/09eChron/09augchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/09eChron/09julychron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/09eChron/09junechron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/09eChron/09maychron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/09eChron/09aprchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/09eChron/09marchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/09eChron/09febchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/09eChron/09janchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/08eChron/08decchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/08eChron/08novchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/08eChron/08octchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/08eChron/08septchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/08eChron/08augchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/08eChron/08julychron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/08eChron/08junechron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/08eChron/08aprchron.pdf
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/08eChron/08marchron.pdf
http://www.dswelding.com
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November 2010—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Jim Bowie’s Trailer, Eagle Evil Roy grips, new
Uberti 66-73 bolts, Johnny Meadows SKB Shotgun
Work, p. 46 

December 2010—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Wild Bunch for Dummies, Leather Gear, p. 38

January 2011—Outlaw Trail 2010, p. 1, Dispatches
From Camp Baylor—R & D Conversion Cylinders,
p. 34

February 2011—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Wild Bunch For Dummies, Costuming, Part 1, Mil-
itary Uniforms, p. 32

March 2011— Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Tay-
lor’s 1911, p. 42

April 2011—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Wild
Bunch For Dummies, More on Costuming, p. 40

May 2011— Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Boss of
the Plains, p. 46

June 2011—Plainsman for Dummies, p. 44
July 2011—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—The

Black Pin, p. 44
August 2011—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Mini-

tests: Adjustable Tool head for Dillon XL650, ‘66/‘73
Rifle Magazine Tube End Cap Wrench, Wild Bodie
Tom’s ‘97 6-Round Magazine Springs and Followers,
p. 46

September 2011—Buffalo Stampede, 2011, p. 1, Dis-
patches From Camp Baylor—Life With a Purple
Gun Cart, p. 32

October 2011—END of TRAIL, 2011, p. 1, Dispatches
From Camp Baylor—Lightweight Chaps for SASS.
p. 50

March 2010—Dispatches From
Camp Baylor—New Guns at
the Convention, A Screw
Knife for Frontiersmen, the
SASS Pocket Watch, The
Best Dressed Costume Con-
test at the Convention, p. 55

April 2010—Dispatches From
Camp Baylor—The “P” Word
(Practicing), p. 38, Wild
Bunch For Dummies, Ch. 3,
p. 46

May 2010—Dispatches From
Camp Baylor—Mernickle’s
Evil Roy Slim Jim rigs, p. 40,
Taylor’s Comanchero, p. 62

June 2010—Dispatches From
Camp Baylor—Taylor’s & Co. Runnin’ Iron, p. 42

July 2010—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Gun-
site’s Ruger Single-Action Self-Defense Course,
p. 42 

August 2010—Buffalo Stampede 2010. The Four Cor-
ners Regional, p. 1, Dispatches From Camp Bay-
lor—The Guns of Jimmy Spurs, p. 36 

September 2010—END of TRAIL 2010, p. 1, Dis-
patches From Camp Baylor—Wild Bunch For Dum -
mies, Ammunition, p. 40, Burgess Rifle, p. 46

October 2010—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—A
Tale of Two Hats, p. 40

(Continued from page 46)
Dispatches From Camp Baylor . . .

We’ve done considerable range testing of guns, ammunition, pow-
der, and bullets. In January 2013 we tested several black powders
and substitutes using a Ransom Rest and Oehler Chronograph.

Much of what most of us
know about nineteenth cen-
tury Levi’s is myth and leg-
end. We tried to get it right
in “Old 73 Jeans” with the
help of Matt Hamilton of
Hamilton Dry Goods and
Levi Strauss & Company’s
historian, Lynn Downey.

Shown are the oldest sur-
viving Levi’s on the planet.

(Continued on next page)

http://www.workingcowboyleather.com
http://www.sassnet.com/Downloads/11eChron/11octchron.pdf
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December 2012—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Tombstone Leather Tupelo Flash Rig, p. 26, Wild
Bunch For Dummies, Loading .45 ACP & .45 Colt,
p. 62

January 2013—Reviving the Costume Contest at
END of TRAIL, p. 10, Dispatches From Camp Bay-
lor—Black Powder Velocity and Accuracy Test, p.
26, Men’s Costuming for Wild Bunch Action Shoot-
ing, p. 58

February 2013—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—D
Bar J Hat Co. Grand (Re) Opening Party, p. 22

March 2013—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Who
Are Those Guys With the Funny Guns, and What
The Heck Are They Doing? p. 22

April 2013— Dispatches From Camp Baylor—A Left-
Hander’s Guide to Cowboy Action ShootingTM, p.32

May 2013—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—I Wish
All My Friends Were Cowboys, p. 26

June 2013—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Wild
BunchTM For Dummies Updates, p. 30

November 2011—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Mernickle Wild Bunch Holsters and Evil Roy Sig-
nature Ammunition, p. 40, Great Costume Ideas
p. 43

December 2011—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Christmas Gift Ideas: Redwing Knives (incl. using
a Screwknife to clear a rifle jam), Ted Blocker Wild
Bunch rig, Cowboys and Indian Store shotgun
round checker p. 38 

January 2012—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Re-
visiting the Black Powder Smoke Standard, p. 40

February 2012—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Old
’73 Jeans, p. 32, Outlaw Trail, p. 67

March 2012—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—One
On One With Long Hunter DVD, p. 46

April 2012—Tenth SASS Convention, p. 1, Dispatches
From Camp Baylor—High Volume Reloading for
“Frontier” Categories, p. 24

May 2012—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—The
Murder Trials of George Baylor, p. 26

June 2012—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Murphy
Shot Percussion Pistols (SliX-Shot nipples test),
p. 34

July 2012—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Five
Years on the Trail, p. 26

Aug 2012—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Cops vs.
Cowboys, p. 22, Buffalo Stampede, p. 60

September 2012—END of TRAIL, p. 1, Dispatches
From Camp Baylor—Come to the Dark Side. We
Have Cookies, p. 50

October 2012—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Coy-
ote Cap and the 1901 Prototype

November 2012—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Coon Creek Old West

(Continued from previous page)
Dispatches From Camp Baylor . . .
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American Pioneer Powder
made a powder primarily for

Cowboy Action Shooters™,
American Pioneer Premium

Grade. It was formulated 
to have lower Standard 

Deviation than other 
substitutes and to match

“Wholly Black” in accuracy.
You can check out our test 

of it in the 
September 2014 issue.

(Continued on page 50)
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July 2013—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Test-
ing… Testing… Testing (Doc Noper Leather,
Super Powder by American Pioneer Powder, Im-
proved SliX-Shot Nipples for Ruger Old Armies),
p. 42

August 2013—Buffalo Stampeded 2013, p. 1, Dis-
patches From Camp Baylor—Loading the .38-55
Winchester for Plainsman, p. 30

September 2013—END of TRAIL 2013, p. 1, Dis-
patches From Camp Baylor—Slick McClade’s
Slick Magic, p. 34

October 2013—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Multi-Subject Column (Bob Mernickle Signature
Series Knives, The 1895 Montgomery Wards Hat-
band by Watson’s Hat Shop on a Boss Of The
Plains by D Bar J Hats), p. 36

November 2013—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Suits (Men’s 19th Century Dress Up), p. 34

December 2013—Outlaw Trail 2013, p. 1, Outlaw
Trail Wild Bunch, p. 32, Dispatches From Camp
Baylor—The .32 H & R Magnum and the Smoke
Standard, p. 34 

January 2014—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Waddie Wear’s Shirts, p. 44 

February 2014—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Mernickle Quick Cal Cross-draw Rig. Shooting
Duelist with a Cross-draw Rig, p. 34

March 2014—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Cleaning Black Powder Brass, p. 46 

April 2014—SASS Convention 2013, p. 1, Dispatches
From Camp Baylor—Wagon Gun Carts (Off The
Wall Gun Carts, Wendel’s Wagons), p. 40 

May 2014—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Cylin-
der Loading Stands for Percussion Revolvers,
p. 44

June 2014—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—A Lit-
tle About Chaps, p. 32

July 2014—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Seven
Years On The Road, p. 34

August 2014—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Frankford Arsenal Platinum Series Rotary Case
Tumbler, p. 36

September 2014—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
American Pioneer Powder Premium Grade, p. 46

October 2014—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Loading .38-55 on a Dillon XL650, p. 52

(Continued from page 49)
Dispatches From Camp Baylor . . .

(Continued on next page)
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November 2014—END of TRAIL 2014, p. 1, Dis-
patches From Camp Baylor —Museum hat by D
Bar J, Mernickle’s Wild Buttstock Covers, Eagle
Kirinite Grips, Frankford Arsenal Media Transfer
Magnet for Stainless Steel Media. p. 58

December 2014—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
An Incomplete History of Six-Shooter Modifica-
tions,   p. 54

January 2015—Outlaw Trail 2014, the Four Corners
Regional, p. 1, Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Ringer’s Bullets, Black Powder, and the Desert, p. 32

February 2015—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—
Dillon XL650 Accessories, p. 32

March 2015—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—New!
Improved! Shotgun Belt from Mernickle Holsters,
p. 40 

April 2015—Dispatches From Camp Baylor—Ultra-
sonic Gun Cleaning, Unicorns, and the Holy Grail,
p. 32

(Continued from previous page)
Dispatches From Camp Baylor . . .

Current Listing
I will be putting this page on my website and

updating it monthly. (http://www.curtrich.com/
captbaylorsrangercamp.html).

Several Dispatches have
been about reloading. 

In the February 2015 issue
we covered several 
accessories for the 

popular Dillon XL650 
that work.

�

High Performance Series

WB

WB starting from
$299.95 as pictured.

Gun/mags not included.

HP REF1 BW REF10
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Hartford, Connecticut. The Connecticut Col-
lections exhibit at the Connecticut State Li-

brary includes a unique display case of firearms.
Each was manufactured in Connecticut and a sam-
ple firearm from more than 20 different companies

is mounted in the case. As might be expected,
firearms from Colt’s Patent Fire Arms Manufactur-
ing Company and other well-known companies are
displayed such as Allen and Thurber, Manhattan,
Whitney, Winchester, and Marlin. I confess, how-
ever, to never having heard of many of the others:

Davis Warner, Plant,
Crescent, A. H. Howe,
Mor gan and Clapp, Hood, Joslyn, and Volcanic.

Dick Salzer, writing for the Norwich Historical
Society, credits Connecticut as especially responsi-
ble for New England’s reputation as the center of
the American firearms industry since the days of
the American Revolution. He cites a number of as-
sets responsible for that distinction, including a
skilled industrial labor force, good ports and rail
lines, and its closeness to the large population cen-
ters of New York and Boston.

Talented people added to the above assets in
contributing to Connecticut’s position in the arms
industry. For example, there was Samuel Colt’s de-
sign, patent, and production of the multiple-shot re-
volver. He also brought expert machine designers
together in Hartford and pioneered the use of ma-
chinery to produce interchangeable parts, and his
use of assembly line production techniques further
enhanced the manufacturing process for firearms
(and pre-dated Henry Ford’s use of that production
tool by a few decades).

Similar credit can be given to Ethan Allen mov-
ing to Norwich in 1842 and joining with Charles
Thurber to establish the firm of Allen and Thurber.
Although they stayed in Connecticut only five
years, Salzer notes it was Allen and Thurber who
pulled together a large number of skilled employ-
ees, who in turn distinguished themselves by form-
ing other firearms companies. Among their original
employees were Thomas Bacon, a machinist who
would eventually form three Connecticut firearm
companies under his own name, and Horace Smith
who teamed with Daniel Wesson to perfect the Wes-
son design for a rimfire cartridge and then went on
to establish the Smith and Wesson company in Nor-

(Continued on next page)

GUNS OF

Shot Doc, 
SASS #54337

wCONNECTICUT
!

By Shot Doc, SASS #54337

Display case of guns manufactured in Connecticut 
at the State Library in Hartford.

http://www.caboots.com
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wich to manufacture their own well-
known revolvers.

When employees left one company
for another (sometimes only a few
blocks away) or to start their own,
they often brought what they learned
along with them. Sometimes their ex-
periences stimulated new ideas, and
sometimes it led to duplication.
Salzer points out that certain parts
for Allen and Thurber, Bacon, Man-
hattan, and early Hopkins and Allen
revolvers were virtually interchange-

able and could be obtained from the
same local foundry.

To complete my story about the
firearms in the display case, I have
selected a few to highlight. Starting
with the ring trigger guns in the dis-
play, the first of the two photos show
a closer view of the North and Savage
revolver in .36 caliber. Flayderman
refers to this model as the Figure 8
Navy model. The second photo is that
of the Volcanic Repeating Arms ring
trigger repeating revolver in .32 cal-
iber, made between 1855 and 1857 be-
fore the company became the New
Haven Arms Company and then Win-
chester Firearms. 

The Connecticut Arms and Manu-
facturing Company firearm model in
the display includes an information
note indicating it is a .44 caliber
pocket pistol, but Flayderman refers
to it as a rimfire single-shot derringer
made for almost 20 years in Naubuc,

CT. The Davis Warner double action
.32 caliber revolver was made in Nor-
wich between 1928 and 1932.

The Hood Firearms Company .38
caliber pocket revolver features a
spur trigger. Flayderman notes that
this model is generally classified as a
“suicide special” and adds that Hood
Firearms probably made more of
these models than any other company
making that type of weapon. Next is
the “Captain Jack” .22 caliber pocket
revolver made by Hopkins and Allen,
another company that manufactured
“suicide specials.” In describing the
company, Flayderman includes the
Hopkins and Allen claim to being “the
largest manufacturers of high-grade,
popular priced firearms in the world.” 

Flayderman estimates more than
20,000 of The Plant’s Manufacturing
Company’s front-loading pocket .38
caliber revolver were manufactured
in the mid-1860s. Having previously

worked for Allen and Thurber, making
their pepperboxes, Bacon was natu-
rally influenced in producing pepper-
boxes similar to theirs when he
started his own company.

A. H. Howe produced a .50 caliber
(Continued on page 54)

(Continued from previous page)
The Guns of Connecticut . . .

North & Savage .36 caliber revolver.

Volcanic Repeating Arms .32 caliber revolver.

Connecticut Arms .44 caliber 
single-shot derringer.

http://www.westernmusic.org
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carbine for the U.S. Cavalry in Hartford. It appar-
ently was manu factured only in 1864, probably un -
der a government contract. 

The Morgan and Clapp .22 caliber pocket pistol
was made in New Haven between 1864 and 1866.

The pistol is
classified as a
single-shot der-
ringer by Flay-
derman, who
also notes it was
made in a .30
caliber rimfire
model. Flayder-

man notes that the Joslyn Firearms Company .44
caliber, five-shot Army Model revolver was made in
Stonington. These revolvers were made between
1861 and 1862 and an unusual feature is their solid
frame and side-mounted hammer. 

A final footnote to this story concerns the well-
known reputation of Colt for being very protective
of his firearm patents. He would regularly purchase
newly manufactured guns made by others and
would examine them to make sure there was no in-
fringement of any of his patents. If any were found,
he would immediately proceed to take legal action.
Although the display case in the photo at the be-
ginning of this story contains only two Colt-made

(Continued on next page)
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Davis Warner .32 caliber revolver.

http://www.redding-reloading.com
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Dangerous Dan Tucker was a lawman and gun-
fighter. Born in Canada in 1849, Dan drifted into

Colorado Territory in 1872, where he killed a man in a
knife fight. When he rode with the outlaw gang of John
Kinney, he killed three men in El Paso, Texas and two
men in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Dan then showed up in
Silver City, New Mexico in 1875. Famed New Mexico
sheriff Harvey Whitehall took a
liking to him and hired him as a
deputy. In 1876, Tucker shot and
killed a Mexican in a
fight at Johnny
Ward’s Dance Hall.
When a drunken man was re-
ported throwing rocks at pass-
ing citizens, deputy Dan
merely located the
intoxicated man and
shot him dead without
muttering one word to
the victim. In 1878, Dan
was wounded in a shootout with a
cowpuncher, but killed the cowboy in
the firefight. In another gunfight, he killed two horse
thieves and wounded one. In 1880, Dan tracked two
robbers for two days. When he returned, he had no pris-
oners. But he did have all the stolen goods and the
horses, saddles and weapons of the two outlaws. One
day Dan responded to a domestic dispute and settled it
by killing the husband. In 1881, deputy Dan shot and
killed rustler Jake Bond. Later, he was summoned to
Deming, New Mexico. Outlaws had taken over the
town. Within three days, Dangerous Dan shot and
killed three men and wounded two more. In 1882,
Tucker was ambushed as he entered a brothel in Dem-
ing to investigate a complaint. He was wounded but he
shot and killed the assassin and a prostitute accom-
plice. In 1883, Tucker was part of a posse in pursuit of

Joe Fasthorse, 
SASS #48769

LITTLE KNOWN
FAMOUS PEOPLE
Way Out West –

By Joe Fasthorse, SASS #48769

Dangerous Dan Tucker

firearms, 13 of the other guns were gifts from Colt
Firearms to the state library and museum. Of the
11 guns described in more detail above, nine were
gifts of Colt Firearms—only the North and Savage
and Davis Warner models were not a gift from Colt.
I hazard to guess that some of these guns donated
by Colt may be quite difficult to find elsewhere and
without Colt’s gifts, the display would be far less
impressive than it is.

The exhibit will interest any fan of early Ameri-
can firearms. If in the Hartford area, do plan a visit
to the state library to see it… and also check out
the impressive Colt Firearms Collections at the
Connecticut State Library.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *
References:

Flayderman’s Guide to Antique American
Firearms and their values by Norm Flayderman,
Gun Digest Books, 9th Edition, 2007. 

The Norwich Gun Industry, Dick Salzer, Internet
access at http://www.norwichhistoricalsociety.org
/resources/pdfs/90_saltzer_norwich.pdf

Howe .50 caliber US Cavalry carbine.
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Joslyn Firearms .44 caliber Army revolver.
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His SASS© Handle is Jed I. Knight, SASS
#36423—some of his friends call him the Space
Cowboy—I call him a SASS Innovator. What-

ever he’s called, his mind is always at full throttle,
thinking of ways and means of keeping our game in-
teresting and vibrant. His imagination, much to the
benefit of SASS, is bigger than the State of Alaska. As
in everything he does, when he decided to join SASS
and enter the world of Cowboy Action Shooting™ he
jumped in with both feet, and the wake he created has
yet to subside. He mixes western history with western
mythology and projects various futuristic concepts into
our sport and game that Hollywood has yet to con-
sider—what appears to be yesterday’s stage coach may
very well be tomorrow’s Steampunk engine (a lá The
Wild, Wild West). His business reflects his imagination.
He puts all his ideas and concepts just mentioned into
his work, and the quality product that is produced is
the business we have come to know as JED I. TV…
promoting SASS and the Old West Cowboy way of life.

And promote them he does! A visit to any one of the
two websites listed below will provide you with informa-

tion about the SASS affiliated clubs of Northern Califor-
nia and Southern Oregon. With a web page for each club,
and of course one page devoted to the Knightly News.

www.northwestcowboyactionshooting.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/jediGunfighter
A visit to either site will introduce the viewer to the

wonderful world of Cowboy Action Shooting™ as well
as the Wild West world of Jed I. Knight!

Being the entrepreneur and entertainer he is, it’s
only natural that he would find a partner with similar
qualities, and this he did, long before his entry into our
sport and game. Her handle is Harley Davidson, SASS
#43709, and she has become the “glove” that fit the
hand so well—she is also one of his great loves. Harley
Davidson’s imagination is equally as large as that of
her husband; between the two of them, you never know
what fantastic idea or incredible costume will be pro-
duced next. Ms. Harley and their two offspring,
Kookanadude (SASS #53933) and Padawan (SASS
#67599) round out the Jed I. Knight shooting family.

History of the Persona
Jedidiah I. Knight was born in 1840, along the Ore-

gon Trail. At the tender age of nine, his family moved
to San Francisco, hoping like others, to strike it rich
during the gold rush. It was in San Francisco that his
father was gunned down in 1852 by a claim jumper.
His father was laid to rest shortly before Jed’s 13th
birthday. He took his father’s single shot muzzle load-
ing rifle and hunted down the claim jumper. After con-
fronting the killer, Jed shot him and took his weapons.
The killer carried a pair of ‘51 Navies. Fearing reper-
cussions from the outlaw’s friends, Jed decided it
would be best to leave that part of the country. He said
goodbye to his mother and headed north. Not much
was heard from or about Jedidiah Knight during this
period of his life, although some speculate he lived
amongst the Indians during much of this period.
There are also stories of Jed having ridden the outlaw
trail, robbing and pillaging for a living. There are nu-
merous accounts of him frequenting saloons and while
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By Palaver Pete, SASS Life/Regulator #4375

Palaver Pete, 
SASS Life/Regulator

#4375

No wimp black powder
loads for Jed I. and his
family. Here we see
Kookannadude at the
Oregon State Champi-
onship, blasting away 
at space intruders, while 
Jed I. runs the clock. Note
the wee bit of Steampunk.

(Continued on next page)

Keeping his given name anonymous to the world
outside Cowboy Action Shooting™ is very impor-
tant to the business this cowboy does for a living.
He has built a reputation for quality work using
his cowboy handle, and part of our agreement per-
mitting me to write about him and his shooting
family was that I would abide by his wishes of
anonymity. With that, and the fact you may be
wondrously mystified, let the story of this incredi-
bly talented shooter and his family begin.

The Jed I. Knight Gunfighter
and The Force Within

https://www.youtube.com/user/jediGunfighter
http://www.northwestcowboyactionshooting.org
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not much for gambling he was said to
have spent a lot of time and money in
the brothels.

Jed worked odd jobs both in Northern
California and Southern Oregon—an
area referred to by local citizens as the
State of Jefferson. It was there that he
began to settle down. Jed rode with
many posses, making a name for himself
by tracking down outlaws (knowing their
trails from having ridden them himself
not many years before). Eventually he
became a lawman (of course, there are
some who claim Jed I. Knight is some
sort of a time traveler, but we know bet-
ter—we know he is the Jed I. Knight)!

The SASS affiliated clubs located

within the states of Jefferson and Ore-
gon benefited tremendously from Jed’s
evolution and transformation from out-
law to esteemed Cowboy. He currently
holds the office of Territorial Governor
for both the Hawkinsville Claim
Jumpers (Yreka, California) and the
Klamath Cowboys (Klamath Falls, Ore-
gon), as well as President of the Table
Rock Rangers, located in White City,
Oregon. He also serves as a board mem-
ber for the Jefferson State Regulators,
located in Ashland, Oregon. Jed I. and
his family travel extensively attending
Cowboy matches throughout the North-
west. Both Jed I. and his family are well
known and easily recognized by their
various western costumes and stunning
variations thereof. The costume innova-
tions and stage design approaches Jed
I. has introduced to our game and sport
are vigorously practiced by his family
and we find most of his ideas are rub-
bing off on the many SASS clubs with
which the Jed I. Knight family is asso-
ciated. This is a good thing—variety is
the key to avoiding monotony. There are
times when I think I might become a
Jed I. myself! Be sure to visit Jed I’s
websites, you’re a Daisy if ya do! 

* * * *
The Author, Palaver Pete, is celebrating
his 22nd year of writing for The Cowboy
Chronicle, and he loves it.

Little Known Famous People - 
Way Out West ...

a gang of train robbers. The posse en-
gaged the bandits in a shootout near
Silver City. Two gang members and a
posse member, Joe Le Fur, were killed.
The other desperadoes were hanged on
the spot. Tucker resigned his position
in 1888 and moved on to California.
Where or when he died remains un-
known. Little known now, Dangerous
Dan Tucker is considered by some his-
torians to have been one of the most fa-
mous gunmen in the Old West.

Far-out and creative 
costumes are standard fare

for Jed I’s TV as well as
cowboy matches. 

We don’t know how many
bears it took to make
this coat, but we must

agree Jed I. looks warm
under the admiring look
from his son, Padawan.

(Continued from previous page)
The Jed I. Knight Gunfighter and The Force Within ...

Harley Davidson’s 
imagination is equally
as large as that of her
husband; between the
two of them, you never
know what fantastic

idea or incredible 
costume will be 
produced next.

His friends often call him the Space Cowboy,
and here we see why. With Kookanadude 

by his side we see Jed I. armed 
with his Star Wars light saber, ready to 

take on the evil forces. Who said, 
“There were no aliens in the old west?”

(Continued from page 55)

��

http://www.cowboyfastdraw.com
http://www.cowboyfastdraw.com


Page 58 Cowboy Chronicle June 2015

VISIT US AT SASSNET.COM

Today’s recipe, which
was suggested by our
good shootin’ buddy Eng-
lish Al (SASS #83584)
and his charming missus,
Susie, uses several convenience foods to create a chow-
der you’ll love to serve to your hungry cowfolk. Using
staples that are already cooked, like the tasty rotis-
serie chicken and canned corn, plus ready-for-the-pot
items like the diced potatoes, makes life a lot easier
for us trailside chefs. And, they’re already pre-sea-
soned!

Cookie always found ways to stretch his food sup-
plies over several meals. We found if you eat just half
your chicken with mashed potatoes and gravy one day,
you can use the left over half chicken in today’s chow-
der recipe on the second day!

Ingredients
• 1 Rotisserie chicken (the bigger, the better)
• 2 Cans, condensed cream of chicken soup
• Half a bag of diced potatoes
• Half pound box of fresh mushrooms
• 1 Can of sweet corn (drained)

English Al’s Chicken /
Mushroom/Corn Chowder

Last time we talked about how easy it is today to
make lots of tasty meals by taking advantage of

the many “convenience foods” that are available at
your friendly, neighborhood grocer, but weren’t avail-
able to Cookie out on the trail.

One PotChuck
Cooking Up Some Tasty Grub 

Like Cookie Did Out On The Trail
By Whooper Crane, SASS #52745, and The Missus

Photos by Deadeye Al, SASS #26454

Whooper and The Missus

Use these handy vittles to score an award-winning chowder.

(Continued on next page)

http://www.cowboyshootingstore.com
http://www.highplainsshooterssupply.com
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• 1 Bunch of green onions (chopped)
• 1 Red bell pepper (chopped)
• 1 Tub of Knorrs chicken stock
• Salt and pepper and hot sauce to taste

Directions
First Day 
Go out and buy a nice fat rotisserie chicken and the

rest of the above ingredients. 
Eat half the chicken with mashed potatoes and

gravy.
Second Day 
Pull all the rest of the chicken meat from the bones

and cut it into half inch chunks. 
Wash and cut your mushrooms in quarters. 
In your 10" or 12" pot, heat up your condensed soup

(don’t dilute it) for about 10 minutes. Stir frequently.
When hot, add your chicken chunks, potato cubes,

bell pepper, and chicken stock.
After 20 more minutes, add mushrooms, corn and

green onions.
Continue cooking at medium heat for another 20

minutes. Keep stirring.

When ready, serve with canned peaches and fresh-
baked bread.

A little Cholula hot sauce gives it extra snap.
Thank Al and Susie the next time you see them!

(Continued from previous page)
One Pot Chuck . . .

Nice and thick, this chowder is a real crowd pleaser!

The Secret Ingredient in today’s recipe is Knorrs Chicken Flavor
Stock. One “tub” does the trick for really great flavor.

�

http://www.idahocas.com
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Rockford, IL. Am I bragging or saying thank
you? Actually, a bit of both, and we should all

be bragging, saying thank you, and be proud of
what the SASS Scholarship Foundation has done
since its inception in 1999. In sixteen years, the
Foundation has awarded 300-plus scholarships for
a grand total of almost $650,000.00.

While they’re not current recent recipients, I’ve
got a set of twins who have individually been schol-
arship recipients in the past. I think we can be
proud of both of them along with all the other re-
cipients past, present and future. My twins started
Cowboy Action Shooting™ around 2003 with their

old man, with the idea that it might be something
they could actually enjoy doing, even if I was there
with them. It seems their mother, and perhaps a
few of the other relatives, weren’t that keen on all
that stuff with guns, hunting, and fishing (too
many things being field dressed in the back yard,
don’t you know). The kids took to it like ducks to
water and while they can’t participate as often as
they’d like, I’m hoping the three of us get to shoot
the last St. Jude Match together this year.

Leadfoot Lizzie, SASS Life #50411, works as a
registered nurse in a special needs pediatric prac-
tice. She’s also making noises about going back to
school to become a nurse practitioner. She loves
working with the kids and sometimes with “the old
man.” Lizzie also helps me a lot when we shoot be-
cause she puts the gun cart together, packs and un-
packs the gear, and otherwise does the heavy
lifting. It’s good to have a younger partner that will
do everything except clean the guns.

Sicilian Kid, SASS Life #50410, was awarded his
Doctorate of Optometry in May and is waiting for

The SASS Scholarship Foundation

THANKS AGAIN

(Continued on next page)

. ,
By Jeweler Jim, SASS #50409, Life/Regulator

Edited by Justice Lily Kate, SASS #1000

http://www.wvcass.org
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the state to send his certification while figuring out
where he’ll be practicing. It is my hope that regard-
less of where he ends up, he’ll find the magic wand
to fix or restore a sight picture for me when I shoul-
der the long guns. This has been a long time coming,
as any of you know who have watched or encouraged
someone pursuing a doctorate degree. Even with all
the help or encouragement, I find it unbelievable as
to the final cost and commitment that this type of
endeavor costs for those who pursue it. Just the en-
trance exams would have disqualified me.

With two children in the medical field, I think
they’ll do well regardless of the latest changes from
the Health Care Initiative. Obviously, the real help
came from SASS members and fellow shooters who
have donated to the Scholarship Foundation. The
twins were mentored over the years in a whole lot
more than the shooting sports. Some might give a
lot of the credit to the way they’ve turned out to
their mother (and rightfully so), but while “a vil-
lage” didn’t raise them, the character building does
also come from watching how others handle them-
selves at matches over the years. They always gave
as good as they got while working on the posse,
when shooting, and before and after the matches.
They never had any difficulty getting recommenda-
tions when they applied for the scholarships.

So here is one more vote of thanks to Justice Lily
Kate, SASS #1000, President and CEO of the Schol-
arship Foundation, and all the rest of you who have
helped over the years to bring the twins along. I
like to believe that the positives exhibited at the
matches and in our shooters is the rule rather than
the exception. Furthermore, the positives learned
on the range will continue to be exhibited in the
rest of our endeavors in life. You’ve all helped make
Lizzie and Kid into people who are fun to be around
and a positive force wherever they choose to be.
There’s the payback! 

And here’s a reminder… an occasional charity
shoot for the scholarship fund ain’t a bad thing. My
friends and I (www.goodguysposse.org) have put on
a few charity shoots over the years, but we still
haven’t paid back in monies what we’ve received.
Kudos go out to all who support the Scholarship
Foundation so deserving youth can achieve their
educational/career dreams!

(Continued from previous page)
The SASS Scholarship Foundation • Thanks Again . . .
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This is the third in a series of articles presented
by Palaver Pete that provides suggestions for Ac-

tion Training as well as safety hints developed over
the years. Subsequent articles will cover: Range
Safety Rules, Firearms Training, and Keys to Faster
Shooting. Also presented will be an article on how
to advise visitors and onlookers about Cowboy Ac-
tion Shooting™—designed primarily as a handout
for spectators attending an annual or larger shoot. 

Keep in mind these articles reflect the opinions of
many shooters and are not the sole thoughts of one
person—there is nothing original in these opinions—

they represent in many cases, the thought of others
expressed over the SASS net or through The Cowboy
Chronicle. If you see something that may not be cor-
rect, please send a letter to The Cowboy Chronicle editor
so others may benefit from your observation or expe-
rience. The bottom line is the same for all of us:
safety and fun in the game we all love to play. Keep
this in mind. You’re a Daisy if ya do. PP.

LOADING TABLE
Muzzle direction (pointed toward berm). Three

shooters at the table—count rounds—no talking—
check the other person (if asked). Some shooters do
not like to be asked or even talked to, so judge ac-
cordingly by taking the temperature or atmosphere
at the table. Do not leave table with loaded
firearms unless moving to the firing line. Keep
muzzles up when moving to the firing line—stage
your firearms where directed, but make sure the
staging platform or area is safe. Make sure your
long guns are safely staged and will not fall over. If
you feel uncomfortable about the staging area, let
your feelings be known to the posse leader.

STAGING FIREARMS
Stage your long guns safely, but yet easy to get to.

Do not risk DQ by faulty staging. When staging your
long guns, point them in the direction of your first
shot—this helps you remember the sequence of
shooting. Make both the rifle and shotgun safe with
action open after shooting them. Look for “make rifle
safe” instructions as opposed to “restage” instruc-
tions. “make rifle safe” normally means you can
make it safe at your shooting post, or make it safe
at the next shooting post. “restage” means restaging
where the long gun was initially staged. However,
it’s smart to get clarification on this before you start. 

If scenario calls for shooting, then moving, remem-

ACTION SHOOTING 
HELPFUL HINTS

(Continued on next page)

Palaver Pete, 
SASS Life/Regulator

#4375By Palaver Pete, SASS Life/Regulator #4375

http://www.itsass.net
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ber to not break the 170, and always keep muzzles
pointed down range. You may move with a round on
the carriage, but if you close it, the “basketball rule”
applies (explain this rule to your shooters). If you
travel with a live round under the hammer, it’s a
Stage DQ. Staging rifles and shotguns on shelves, ta-
bles or in holders should be safe, but leaning long
guns against walls could be risky, so make sure you
have a safe staging platform or area. When stage is
completed, don’t forget to keep muzzles up in the air
and go directly to the unloading table. 

SHOOTING THE STAGE
Normally stages end with shotguns. The reason

for this is they easily register up the last shot on
the timer—sometimes revolvers, and especially ri-
fles, don’t do that. 

Think about the sequence of shooting: is transi-
tion between firearms enhanced by predetermining
what revolver to draw first? If moving to the left,
it’s best to draw strong hand revolver first. To the
right, draw weak side revolver—this should help
prevent breaking the 170. You can move and hol-
ster, but this is dangerous if not experienced—you
can easily break the 170. 

Revolvers: Thrust and shoot. Don’t hold back—
point that revolver and shoot it with authority.
Don’t be a wimp!

Rifles: Locate the sweet spot on your forward
stock. Once located, apply pressure rearward to seat
the rifle in your shoulder pocket, providing a stead-
ier hold for level shooting. Keep right-hand thumb
alongside butt stock, don’t loop thumb over stock.
Use lever wrap to help get a full lever action. Once

you have the rifle sights lined up, apply that pres-
sure to steady the rifle, and lever away—this is
where you pick up time—once on target, lever away! 

Shotgun: Stage shotgun pointing in the direction
of the first shot, also position for easy access and
loading. Shooting clay pigeons can be simple if you
learn to approach them from underneath. Move
shotgun up and under clay bird and pull trigger.
Common error: shooters think the spread of pellets
will knock target down—not necessarily so. Put the
front bead on target to assure hit, or some say, “as
soon as your front sight obscures the target, pull
the trigger.”

UNLOADING TABLE
Keep muzzles up when moving to the unloading

table. When at unloading table, lever the action to
insure rifle is unloaded. Remove fired brass from
revolver and spin cylinder (slowly), for easy view-
ing by the unloading person. Open shotgun for in-
spection. Be courteous and remember the “spirit of
the game.”

(Continued from previous page)
Action Shooting Helpful Hints . . .
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Once again we experienced another great
time at The SASS Convention. Sexie Sadie

and I have been to every one, and this one was
special to us, being only 76 miles from the home-
stead. For those of you who have never attended

one, Convention is a place to renew friendships,
visit with buds and budettes in a classy environ-
ment, meet new friends, and recruit new shoot-
ers. Since we set up portrait stations in vendors

(Continued on next page)

Annual SASS Convention12thw The View From Our Lens
By Artie Fly, SASS #25397 and Sexie Sadie, SASS #25398

U.K. Dane (SASS #19478) 
and Cruzan Confusion 

(SASS #39081) are 
consistently recognized as 
a very fine dressed couple.

They won First Place 
Couples in the contest 
before the banquet, but 
this outfit illustrates 

their day wear. With great 
attention to detail, 

their color harmony 
and motif look as though 

I prepared my background
and set to match their outfits.

Cole Trigger, SASS #80601, 
and his ubiquitous cigar,

dressed for the 
Alamo Banquet in a sharp

man-about-town outfit, 
including spats.

Greeneyed Gypsy, SASS #60086, won the Ladies Category 
in the Costume Contest with this lovely dress. She looks 

like a Greek Goddess. Her pose is reminiscent of images I 
have seen of famous Civil War Socialite Kate Chase Sprague.

As British journalist William Howard Russell described 
Kate Chase “her head tilted slightly upward, a faint, 
almost disdainful smile upon her face, as if she were 

a titled English lady posing in a formal garden 
for Gainsborough or Reynolds.”

Cincinnati Kid 
(SASS #12741) and 

Lily Marie (SASS #67453)
make a very handsome

1880s couple, with top hat,
short coat, and ball gown.

Bloomin’ Yankee, SASS #70484,
made this dress from an 1879
fashion plate from Peterson’s

Magazine. The prop in the
background suggests a trip to

the dressmaker’s.
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hall and next to the evening events, we are tied
down somewhat and cannot participate in the
daily activities and seminars. However, we do
get another perspective, which we really appre-
ciate, and as I am a visual kind of guy, I get to
indulge myself photographing some amazing
folks in their finery (okay, and some not in fine

clothes, but really fun!). 
First, I will show you some of the best dressers,

people really in the spirit of the Convention. I will
begin with my overall personal favorite of  the
Convention, Greeneyed Gypsy. The rest are in no
particular order, as I like them all.

(Continued from previous page)
The 12th Annual SASS Convention • The View From Our Lens . . .

The gorgeous Laurie L’Amour, 
SASS #94581, dressed to the nines 

in green satin. The spats add 
to the classy look.

Kathouse Kelli again, with 
Jackaroo, SASS #29989. This dress 
won her Second Place in the Ladies 
Category Saturday evening. I keep 
reminding you guys—you are just 
a prop for her. If she looks good 

nothing else matters.

Montana Longhair, SASS #27261,
placed third in the Lonestar 

Cowboy Category. The cattleman 
is attending with Lil’ Sis, SASS

#27262, who is wearing an 
exquisitely detailed 1880s gown.

The final image in this section 
is of our own venerable editor,
Skinny, SASS #7361. A dapper,
confident man about town… or

was that confidence man?

No convention 
would be as 
entertaining 
without the 
entertainers,
Peaches O’Day
(SASS #68389) and 
Kit Carson Cody
(SASS #82055). 
You never know
which persona will
show up. Kit is the
best Buffalo Bill 
we have seen, 
although he was 
channeling 
Willie Nelson on 
Pajama Night.
Peaches is an 
unbelievably 
exquisite dresser, 
reminding me here 
of “The American
Beauty,” Lillian 
Russell.

Always the Fashion Plate, 
Kathouse Kelli (SASS #72384) 

in a loverly Polonaise Day Dress. 
The mirror image shows the detail 
on the side and back of the dress.

�

(See more Highlights on page 76)
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PAJAMA    
PARTY!

Friday Night

Probably the most fun you can have since High
School. SASS Pajama Parties began infor-
mally when the official activities ended and

those who stayed on met in the hotel bar. It became
such a success it is now a requirement for conven-
tion goers. Everyone gets in on the act, most decid-
edly informal!

.
.

Cat Ballou (SASS #55) 
is an absolutely adorable 

kitten in the arms of tomcat
Tex (SASS #30. No doubt 
Tex deliberated on just

which hat would best suit
those pajamas.

After I photographed her, Kansas City Sneed
grabbed my camera and took this image of me
and Sadie at work. Thats Greeneyed Gypsy in

the shadows. If you look hard, the mirror
under the left umbrella reflects KC shooting

us. Neat elements in this fun photo.

Apple O’Day and The Sweethearts of the 
Rodeo made an appearance at Pajama Night, 
promoting their new CD, Motel Lover’s Town. 

Apple is seated, with Patsy Decline, 
Donna Cargo, and Tammy Whynot 

surrounding her. Gradually, their entourage
grew to more than a dozen supporting acts. 

The group’s big hit will surely be 
“That’s The Night That My Tights Gave Out In Georgia.”

SASS Hall of
Famer, Grey Fox

(SASS #2230
and Miss Mary
Spenser (SASS

#55147) dressed
down for the 

occasion. 
Always fine

dressers, they
won Second
Place in the

Couple’s 
category the 

following night.

Kansas City
Sneed, SASS
#71319, seems 
to be channel-
ing Marilyn
Monroe here. 
A great friend,
she is always a 
pleasure to be
around. 

�
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(See more Highlights on page 78)

A shout out to the Ladies of SASS who put this whole 
event together, Misty Moonshine (SASS #83232), 
Slipnoose (SASS #88329), Amber (SASS #88493), 

and Roxy West (SASS #97260). 
I know they had much help from many others, 

but I can’t name them all.

We always enjoy finding 
Frederick Jackson Turner (SASS
#28271) at various SASS events
throughout the year. With him 

is Sirocco (SASS #43582), a truly 
stunning and classy young lady. 

FJT was not listed as an entertainer
this year, but instead he presented 

several seminars on shooting. 
After the Pajama Party activities 
ended in the Ballroom, the party 

moved out to the hotel lobby, where 
FJT gave an impromptu performance

for an hour. A genuine gentleman. 
Every SASS member should know his

song “The Whining Cowboy,” the defini-
tive Cowboy Action Shooter’s anthem.

The incomparable 
Miss Tabitha, SASS #26972)

once again provided the
spark igniting the 

Victorian Ball. Did you
know that she shot her first

END of TRAIL match
CLEAN? She shoots clean
matches regularly now. 
I’ve been Cowboy Action

Shooting™ for 22 years now
and have exactly one clean
match. I photographed her

at the end of the night, 
like I have after many 
other Balls. Usually, 

she is pretty tuckered out
from the evening, but 

I caught her in a 
spontaneous moment 

and she looks marvelous,
maybe the best portrait 
I’ve ever made of her.

Diamond Kate (SASS #95104) 
and her dad, Fairbanks Sam 

(SASS #95103) visited and I just had
to get a memory photo of the occasion.

Kate is a quick, disciplined shooter
and placed third in the Junior Girl
Category at the 2014 END of TRAIL.

She is also absolutely adorable. 
One of the benefits of my profession 
is getting my picture with the most

beautiful girls. A tough job, but 
someone has to do it. I enlisted 

Hall of Famer Black Jack McGinnis
(SASS #2041) to do the camera work.

Black Jack is always roaming 
END of TRAIL and the Convention,

capturing the various activities 
for SASS.

Sexie Sadie wandered about vendor
hall and promptly befriended 

German Jack Fordern, 
aka Johnny Baker Jr., author of

Burnt Alive In Gumption Junction, 
an action Western set in Texas.

Johnny held several book signings
during the event. A new 

Cowboy Action Shooter™, 
we’ll probably see him in the 
neighborhood. In Texas, the 

whole state is the neighborhood.

/
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The Pajama Party was not the only place we met up with friends. Our activities in vendors
hall and the other evening events brought us to them as well. Every day, folks would drop

by to visit, some attending the entire convention, some visiting for a day or two.

Johnny Morris (SASS #69007) and Montana Hanna (SASS #69008) stopped by to visit and brought along the 
Mariachis Los Conquistadores. The band provided vendors hall with fine entertainment several times a day, 

strolling through the hall and serenading Sexie Sadie whenever they came to our corner. 
Along with Two Spurs (SASS #81842) and Sunny Spurs (SASS #83902) we grabbed this great group candid.

While END of TRAIL has its moments, The SASS Convention is truly the social event of
the year. You can dress to the nines or dress for the range, and the only people who

look out of place are those who dressed for the wrong century. See your old friends and make
new ones. People watch and listen to interesting topics discussed in seminars, vendors hall,
and other common areas. Let your hair down and party with your peers in the evenings.
How often do you get a chance to do that and not have to drive home? Personally, I love the
concentration of beautiful women in gorgeous gowns and outfits because everyone wants to
look their best at Convention, and they succeed. A visual kind of guy’s dream!

See you in Vegas next time!�

�
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Company Quartermaster 
Masonic Cowboy lapel pin 1 inch $7 
shipped. You can use Paypal at 
t.schultz5@roadrunner.com 
Or email me. 
Nickel City Dude 

Company Quartermaster
Masonic Cowboy lapel pin 1-inch $7
shipped. You can use Paypal at
t.schultz5@roadrunner.com
Or email me.
Nickel City Dude
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http://www.classicoldwestarms.com
http://www.barleycornoutfitters.com
http://www.3dotsaddelry.com
http://www.regtqm.com
http://www.starpacker.com
http://www.sassdecals.com
http://www.rvbprecision.com/shooting/cowboy-action-staging-strip-loading-block-for-sale.html
http://www.encksgunbarn.com
http://www.westerngunleather.com
http://www.dustybunch.org/repair.html
http://www.indianvillagemall.com
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Advertise your Small Business Today

Contact : mary@sassnet.com

Our

General Store
offers Advertising options for all Budgets

/

http://www.oldslapoutholsters.com
http://aviator41.wix.com/hdeck
http://www.oldwestjdk.com
http://www.cal-graf.com
http://www.tedblockerholsters.com
http://www.buffaloswildwest.com
http://rimrockbullets.net
http://www.acmebullet.com
http://www.sassnet.com
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http://www.sassnet.com/clubs/MClubs_list.php?mounted=1
http://www.sassnet.com/clubs/WBClubs_list.php?wildbunch=1
http://www.sassnet.com/clubs/
http://www.sassnet.com/AnnualMatches.php

